
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE 
Governing Body Meeting Minutes of January 12, 2004 

 
A meeting of the Governing Body was called to order by Mayor Williams at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, January 12, in the Borough Hall.  Present were Borough Council Members Marie C. 
Flynn, Lee C. Honecker, Vivian McMillen, Joseph Rossi, Mikael Salovaara.  Council Member 
Helen Walton was absent.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Ralph A. 
Maresca, Administrator & C.M.F.O., and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant 
Administrator.   
 

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER 
 
Mayor Williams announced that public notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville 
News, Courier News and the Star Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the 
Municipal Bulletin Board on December 23, 2003.  Mayor Williams read a quote from Mark 
Twain and the group recited the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 

PRESENTATIONS (There were none) 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Mrs. Flynn moved adoption of Minutes of meetings held December 22 and 29, 2003, and the 
Reorganization Meeting held January 5, 2004.  Mrs. McMillen seconded.  Those who were 
absent from certain meetings abstained, and minutes were approved, as follows: 
 
 “Yes” on December 22: Flynn, Honecker, McMillen, Rossi, Salovaara 
 “Yes” on December 29: Flynn, Honecker, McMillen 
 “Yes” on January 5:  Flynn, Honecker, McMillen, Salovaara 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 
Mayor Williams opened the public session.  Hearing no comments or questions, Mayor Williams 
closed the public session. 
 

ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION 
 
Mayor Williams opened discussion on #04-1339.  Mrs. Flynn asked for an explanation of 
increases over 3% for certain Recreation department positions.  Mr. Honecker and Mrs. 
McMillen explained that the increases were due to increased responsibilities for certain positions 
and in order to be competitive with salaries paid to pool employees in surrounding communities.  
Mrs. McMillen moved that #04-1339, AN ORDINANCE FIXING BASE SALARY RANGES 
FOR OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE 
AFTER JANUARY 1, 2004, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according 
to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., Monday, 
January 26, 2004.  Mrs. Flynn seconded and the motion was approved with five “yes’ votes. 
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RESOLUTIONS 
 
#04-21 REGARDING KEYWORDS FOR BOROUGH MINUTES 
 
#04-22 APPROVING TWO ON-PREMISE RAFFLE APPLICATIONS FROM THE 

HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION OF SOMERSET HILLS 
 
#04-23 APPROVING THREE ON-PREMISE RAFFLE APPLICATIONS FROM OUR 

LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP CHURCH 
 
#04-24 AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN THE 2004 RECYCLING 

AGREEMENT WITH SOMERSET COUNTY 
 
#04-25 AUTHORIZING USE OF THE TRAIN STATION PARKING LOT FOR THE 

GARDEN CLUB PLANT SALE ON MAY FIRST 
 
#04-26 AUTHORIZING A TRANSFER OF FUNDS 
 
#04-27 APPROVING A CORRECTION TO THE TEMPORARY BUDGET 
 
#04-28 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
Mr. Honecker moved approval of Resolutions #04-21 through #04-28, inclusive.  Mrs. McMillen 
seconded and the motion was approved upon a call of the roll: 
 
  Mrs. Flynn  Yes   Mr. Rossi  Yes 
  Mr. Honecker  Yes   Mr. Salovaara  Yes 
  Mrs. McMillen Yes   Mrs. Walton  Absent 
 

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY 
 
Mr. Pidgeon had no interim report, and commented that his written report would be submitted, as 
usual, prior to the second meeting of the month (January 26). 
 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Public Safety Chair, Mrs. Flynn, had no report. 
 
Finance Chair, Mr. Salovaara, reported that the committee met last Friday to work on the 2004 
budget, that Mr. Maresca will hand out a draft budget this evening, and that the committee will 
be ready to discuss their views with the Borough Council very shortly. 
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Personnel Chair, Mrs. McMillen, reported that the committee met this evening in preparation 
for recommendations for non contractual salary increases, which can be discussed following 
adoption of the 2004 salary ordinance.  Because the ordinance is not final for 20 days following 
second publication, the committee expects it will present those recommendations on, or after, the 
February 23rd meeting. 
 
Engineering, Technology & Public Works Chair, Mr. Honecker, said the next meeting is 
January 22.  Mayor Williams recommended consideration of a policy as to how road repairs will 
be done in the future.  This prospect, and the delays with road projects which were experienced 
during 2003, were discussed.  It was decided to continue this discussion at a future meeting with 
the Public Works Manager.   
 

ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
 
Mayor Williams said that while no business was listed on the printed agenda, he had the 
following items to discuss: 
 
 Liquor at events on Borough property 
 
Mayor Williams said that displeasure with the Borough’s policy not to allow alcoholic beverages 
on Borough property has been raised by non-profit groups requesting use of the Library for 
events.  The only exception is that provision granted by ordinance to the Fire Company for their 
annual picnic at the pool.   
 

(Mr. Salovaara left the meeting at 7:30 p.m. to attend a Boy Scout event.) 
 

Flag display 
 
Mayor Williams said that a bill, S2360, has been adopted (or perhaps signed) which will regulate 
flag displays in all municipalities. 
 

Special Counsel for Tax Appeals 
 
The Assessor has been consulted with regard to special counsel for appeals, and she has provided 
two recommendations.  Mr. Pidgeon advised that it is appropriate to discuss these in executive 
session. 
 

Retaining walls 
 
A Clark Road resident has inquired about regulations for retaining walls.  Mayor Williams 
explained her situation, and provided copies of his letter of response to Ms. Lauriann Swadba for 
the Borough Council’s review.  It was agreed that future discussions should be held regarding  
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retaining walls and fencing, and two separate ordinances should be considered.  The Borough 
Clerk was directed to add this subject to the agenda for January 26.   
 

OPEN SESSION 
 
Mayor Williams opened.  Hearing no comments or questions, he closed the open session.     
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Mrs. Flynn moved that the meeting be adjourned to an Executive Session to consider property 
acquisition and that the time when and circumstances under which the above can be disclosed to 
the public is when the matter is finally resolved.  The motion was seconded and all present 
approved. 
 

REOPEN 
 
It was moved and seconded to reopen the meeting.  The motion was seconded and approved by 
all present. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Salovaara, who had returned to the meeting during the Executive Session,  moved to adjourn 
at 8:15 p.m.  Mrs. Flynn seconded and the motion was approved with five “yes” votes. 
 
 
         _______________________ 
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