
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting

January 12, 2009

A meeting of the Governing Body was called to order by Mayor Lee Honecker at 7:00 p.m. on
Monday, January 12, 2009.  Present were Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte Foster, John McCrossan,
Edward McDowell, Joseph Rossi and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were Borough Attorney John R.
Pidgeon, Esquire, Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator and  Ralph Maresca,
Administrator/C.M.F.O. 

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 6, 2009.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the public session.  Gerald Negri, Ambar Place resident, asked how the
Council will respond to current economic problems, save money and hold taxes down?  He asked
the Council to rescind the ordinance requiring registration for housing.  He questioned the wisdom
of hiring three people to address a problem that, in his opinion, will not go away.  He complained
that it took three months to cash checks, the housing effort is redundant, and that he has received
several summonses for failure to re-register!  Why is annual registration necessary if occupancy has
not changed, he asked?  One summons is for an apartment occupied by his daughter and the address
on the summons is wrong.  Mr. Negri asked how many Housing Committee members are landlords?
Mayor Honecker answered two.  Mr. Negri asked if  reports exist to justify the cost of the program?

 "Get realistic," Mr. Negri concluded.   Mayor Honecker closed the public session.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Resolutions

#09-21 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AMENDED AGREEMENT WITH

GREEN ACRES IN CONNECTION WITH THE BOROUGH’S

ACQUISITION OF THE BELCHER PROPERTY

#09-24 AUTHORIZING BOROUGH ATTORNEY TO PROTECT THE BOROUGH’S

INTEREST IN CONNECTION WITH FORECLOSURE OF AN

AFFORDABLE UNIT

#09-25 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

#09-26 APPROVING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#09-27 APPROVING PAYMENT OF BILLS
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#09-28 AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF POLICE OFF-DUTY ESCROW FUND

BALANCES

#09-29 APPOINTING TERESA LYONS

#09-30 SETTING RECREATION FEES

Mr. McDowell moved that Resolutions #09-21, and  #09-24 through #09-30 be approved.  Mr. Rossi
seconded and the motion was approved upon a call of the roll:

Mr. DeMarco yes Mr. McDowell yes
Mrs. Foster yes Mr. Rossi yes
Mr. McCrossan yes Mr. Sooy yes

Resolution #09-22 was discussed.  Mr. Pidgeon discussed the increases and commented that the
contract does not include "luxuries" and that all costs will be paid from the Open Space Trust Fund.

Mr. McCrossan moved approval of #09-22, AUTHORIZING INCREASES IN CONTRACT

AMOUNTS WITH ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERS AND SURVEYOR IN CONNECTION

WITH ACQUISITION OF BELCHER PROPERTY.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Rossi
and approved with six yes votes.

Resolution #09-23,  AUTHORIZING ASSIGNMENT OF RAILROAD STATION SUBLEASE,

was held for discussion in Executive Session.

Draft ordinance Concerning Powers and duties of Individual Council Members

Council discussed Draft #2 of this ordinance which would clarify the role of individual Council
members and set forth additional penalties for any Council member who violates the Administrative
Code.  Mr. Pidgeon was given direction for further changes to the next draft, which will be reviewed
at the February 9th work meeting.  

Somerset County Community Development Program

Following discussion, the Council unanimously decided to participate in the 2009 Somerset County
Community Development Housing Rehabilitation Program.  The Borough Clerk was directed to
complete the survey form and return same to the county.

Vacancies

Mayor Honecker announced the appointment of Donald Knudsen (Chair), Terry Thompson and Tom
Carton to the Highlands application work group.  Discussion of other vacancies was carried to
Executive Session and/or a future meeting.  
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Dumpsters in Residential Zones

Mayor Honecker discussed complaints he has received from residents regarding commercial
dumpsters on Olcott Avenue and other sites in Bernardsville, and the Borough Attorney was directed
to prepare draft regulations for dumpsters for review at a future meeting.  

Sign Recognizing Fencing Champs

The High School Fencing Coach, Glenn Blekicki, in a letter dated December 15, requested
permission to place two signs along Route 202 to recognize the Fencing Teams for winning State
Championships in 2006, 2007 and 2008.  Following discussion, it was moved and seconded to agree
in concept with the proposal, all costs to be covered by the school, and pending receipt of design and
placement details and concurrence from the Superintendent of Schools.  Mayor Honecker agreed to
advise Mr. Blekicki.

2009 Recycling Agreement with Somerset County

Mr. McCrossan asked if the Borough should hold up approval pending a study into the possibility
of cutting costs?  Mr. Rossi recommended discussing the possibility of including commercial pick-
up.  Recognizing that any changes which may be desirable would have to be negotiated for a future
agreement, Mr. Rossi moved approval for the Mayor and Clerk to sign the 2009 Recycling
Agreement with Somerset County at the 2008 cost per household of $23.85.  Mr. McDowell
seconded the motion which was unanimously approved. 

2009 Holidays

The 2009 schedule of Borough holidays was reviewed, and it was moved by Mr. Sooy, seconded by
Mr. McDowell, to approve two changes, as follows:

$ Lincoln’s Birthday (Thursday, February 12) will be observed, Borough offices will be closed
on Friday, February 13;

$ General Election Day (November 3) will be a normal workday and Borough offices will be
closed on November 27, the day after Thanksgiving.

CLOSED SESSION

Mr.  McDowell moved to adjourn to executive session to consider contract negotiations, property

acquisition and matters of personnel, that the time when and circumstances under which said
matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally resolved, and that it is anticipated that
action will be taken at the conclusion of executive session.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was
approved with six yes votes.
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REOPEN

Mr. DeMarco moved to adjourn the executive session (and reopen the meeting to the public).  Mr.
McDowell seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.  Mr. McDowell moved approval of

Resolution #09-23, AUTHORIZING ASSIGNMENT OF RAILROAD STATION SUBLEASE.

Mr. Rossi seconded the motion which was approved with six yes votes.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Mr. McDowell, seconded by Mr. Rossi and approved unanimously at 9:15 p.m.

_________________________
Borough Clerk
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