
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

January 22, 2007

A meeting of the governing body was called to order  by Mayor Honecker  at  7:00 p.m. on Monday,  January 22,  2007,  in the
Borough Hall.  Present  were Denis J.  Dooley,  II,  Charlotte  J.  Foster,  Michael  Landau,  John  McCrossan  and  Joseph  Rossi.
Also present  were John R. Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Borough  Attorney,  Ralph  A.  Maresca,  Jr.,  Administrator  and  C.M.F.O.,  and
Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.  Council Member Mikael Salovaara was absent.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Honecker  announced that notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News,  Courier  News and the  Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 12, 2006.

Donald Knudsen, Chairman of the Planning Board,  read a statement of notice.   Michael Mondok,  the Board’s  Administrative
Officer called the roll.    Planning Board Members present  were Charlotte  Foster,  Robert  Graham, Donald Knudsen,  Dorothy
Paluck, Hal Simoff, with Alice Rochat and Craig Lawrence arriving five to ten minutes later.

William Foster,  Chairman of the Board of Adjustment,  read  a statement of notice and  called  the  roll.   Board  of  Adjustment
Members present were Joan Buchanan, Paul Biba, Gerald L. Negri, David Greenebaum, Marilyn Dee, and Ed McDowell.

Mayor Honecker  announced that a municipal grant committee has been formed (Mrs.  Foster  and Paula Marasco)  and  asked
that future grant applications be coordinated with the committee.  

Donald Knudsen, Planning Board Chairman, listed questions and concerns of the board, and those points were discussed.  

???????? Center designation.  Should the Borough continue with the designation?

?? Overbuilding on small lots.  How should this be addressed?

???????? Rules in the ten acre zone.  It may be appropriate to increase the lot shape circle and possibly the minimum setbacks.  

?? The  Graham  proposal  for  revised  traffic  routes  in  the  downtown  area  is  favored  by  the  Planning  Board.   Is  it  a
possibility for the future?

?? An appropriation  of  funds  for  a  Route  202  corridor  traffic  study  is  favored  by  the  Planning  Board,  particularly  the
section from Church Street to Finley Avenue.

It was generally agreed to  maintain  center  designation  and  to  explore  the  possibility  of  a  formal  traffic  study.   The  Borough
Clerk was directed to add review of the alternate traffic plan at  Olcott  Square,  suggested by Mr.   Graham, to the agenda for
the  next  work  meeting  of  the  Borough  Council.   In  response  to  questions  raised  about  members  of  the  Borough  Council
attending Board of Adjustment meetings, Mr. Pidgeon recommended that Borough Council members not attend either Planning
Board  or  Board  of  Adjustment  meetings,  since  both  are  autonomous  and  in  the  case  of  Board  of  Adjustment  matters,  the
Borough Council hears appeals.  

PRESENTATIONS

Tom Voss, Environmental Commission, was present  to discuss the Critical Water  Resources  Inventory recently completed for
the  Commission.   Mr.  Voss  said  the  study  found  that  sufficient  quantities  of  ground  water  are  available  to  sustain  future
development within the borough.   However,  the quality of the ground water  has already  been  degraded  by  development  that



has occurred with the Borough.  The ground water  quality has been degraded by nitrate contaminants originating from existing
septic systems located in the non-sewered areas  of the Borough.  The NJDEP has classified the Borough  of  Bernardsville  as
sensitive environmental area for two reasons: 1) the headwaters of two major NJ  rivers (Passaic  and Raritan) are  located here;
and 2) Category One Trout production streams are  also located within the Borough.  As such, the NJDEP has recommended
that the nitrate concentration for ground water in this area be established at  1.2mg/l.   The Water  Resource Study indicated that
the  average  nitrate  concentration  in  ground  water  within  the  borough  is  1.77  mg/l,  indicating  that  groundwater  quality  has
already been degraded or impacted above the recommended NJDEP level.  The water quality within production wells operated
by the NJ  American Water  Co.  were also impacted above the NJDEP recommended level with nitrate  values  exceeding  3.0
mg/l.  The NJDEP’s  groundwater  quality standard for nitrates is 10 mg/l.  Although  this  level  has  not  yet  been  exceeded  for
ground water  within  the  non-sewered  areas,  Mr.  Voss  recommended  that  the  Borough  take  responsibility  in  monitoring  the
groundwater quality trend to mitigate any future impact to our valuable resource.  He also discussed that the public be  informed
of  the  impact  that  lawn  fertilizers  and  septic  systems  (e.g.,  nitrate  loading  from  these  sources)  ultimately  have  on  the
groundwater resources  of the Borough.  Mr.  Voss also discussed how innovative septic  system designs and  stormwater  Best
Management Practices  (BMPs)  can reduce the contaminant loading (e.g.,  nitrates) entering the groundwater  system within the
Borough.  He hopes the Water Resource Study will be an effective tool to be  utilized by the boards  and committees to protect
the groundwater resources within the Borough from future development impacts. 

ITEM OF BUSINESS

Mr.  Rossi  moved   to  authorize  using  $12,000  payment  from  the  borough  affordable  housing  trust  fund  to  cover  the  sewer
connection fees for the Habitat for Humanity housing under construction.  Mr.  Dooley seconded and the motion was approved
by all present.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened public session.  Edith Cavaluzzo asked about  water  line connections to the Habitat  housing, and Mr.
Rossi informed her that the connections are done.  

Mr.  Zimmerman  stated  that  a  meeting  is  scheduled  on  Thursday  morning  at  9:00  a.m.  at  the  Bernards  Township  Municipal
Building  for  Somerset  Hills  communities  to  review  the  Highlands  Plan.   Representatives  from  the  Highlands  Council  will  be
present to answer questions.  Mrs. Foster said she will be attending.

Angus Grant, 14 Childsworth Avenue, asked  if funds exist for playing fields?  He was told the Council will review  how open
space  taxes will be  spent  in the future.  The initial ordinance provided for acquisition only, but a binding referendum has  been
suggested to change that.      

Robert  Baker,  61 Olcott  Avenue, spoke  about  a citizen’s committee and their desire  to help.  Mr.  Dooley asked  if there is a
need for a local ethics committee?  It was generally agreed that the state ethics committee was adequate.    

Mayor Honecker closed the public session.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr.  Landau  moved  to  adjourn  the  meeting  at  9:00  p.m.   The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mrs.  Foster  and   approved  by  all
present.

                                                                ________________________
                                                                Borough Clerk
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