
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

January 26, 2004

A meeting of the Borough Council was  called to order by Mayor Williams  at  7:00 p.m. on Monday,  January 26,  2004,  in the
Borough Hall.  Present were Marie C. Flynn, Lee C. Honecker, Vivian McMillen, and Joseph Rossi.   Helen Walton arrived at
7:05 p.m.  Also present  were John R. Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Ralph A. Maresca,  Jr.,  Borough Administrator/C.M.F.O.,  and
Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.   Mikael Salovaara was absent.

        STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Williams announced that notice of this meeting was  provided  to  the  Bernardsville  News,  Courier  News  and  the  Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 23, 2003.

OPENING MESSAGE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Williams read ten words from Rotary International:  ”If it is to be, it is up to us”.

PRESENTATIONS (none)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Honecker  moved to accept  the minutes of January 12,  2004.   Mrs.  Flynn seconded and  the  motion  was  approved  with
four “yes” votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor  Williams  opened  the  public  session.   Fran  Fisher  spoke  about  the  Bernardsville  Library,   the  valuable  services  it
provides to the community, and she urged the Borough Council to approve the 2004  budget request  submitted by the Library
Board.  Mayor Williams assured Mrs. Fisher that this group is listening.  Helen Walton arrived at 7:05 p.m.  Mr.  Honecker  said
the Public Works Committee is discussing ongoing maintenance at the library.  Mayor Williams closed the public session.

ORDINANCES

Mayor Williams opened the public hearing on #04-1339,  AN ORDINANCE FIXING BASE SALARY  RANGES  FOR
OFFICERS  AND  EMPLOYEES  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  BERNARDSVILLE  AFTER  JANUARY  1,  2004.
Without comments or  questions from the public,   Mayor Williams closed the public hearing.  Mrs.  McMillen  moved  that  this
ordinance be passed on final reading and adopted as published.  Mrs.  Walton seconded and the motion was approved upon a
call of the roll:
                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Absent
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

Mayor Williams opened the floor for discussion on Ordinance #04-1340.  There was none.   Mr.  Rossi moved that #04-1340,
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE #2003-1335   REQUIRING  ABUTTING  PROPERTY  OWNERS
TO REMOVE SNOW AND ICE FROM SIDEWALKS AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER
XIV OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “STREETS AND SIDEWALKS”, be introduced by title, passed  on first
reading, published according to law,  and  that  a  public  hearing  be  scheduled  for  a  meeting  beginning  at  7:00  p.m.,  Monday,
February 9, 2004.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.



RESOLUTIONS

#04-30        AUTHORIZING THE TREASURER TO CLOSE THE GENERAL ASSISTANCE PATF ACCOUNT
AND TRANSFER THE BALANCE TO THE CURRENT FUND

#04-31        AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#04-32        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#04-33        AUTHORIZING SALE OF FIRE TRUCK TO THE BERNARDSVILLE FIRE COMPANY

#04-34        ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#04-35        AUTHORIZING ESCROW REFUNDS

Mr.  Honecker  moved  that  Resolutions  #04-30  through  #04-35,  listed  herein  by  title,  be  hereby  adopted.   Mrs.  McMillen
seconded and the motions were approved upon a call of the roll:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Absent
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

        

Other Resolutions

Mrs.  Flynn  moved  adoption  of  #04-29,  AUTHORIZING  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES  APPOINTMENT  OF
SPECIAL COUNSEL FOR TAX APPEALS.  Mrs. McMillen seconded the motion.  Mr. Rossi asked for discussion on this
item. Mrs.  McMillen moved to hold this resolution for review in  closed  session  before  considering  action.   Motion  was  duly
seconded and approved with five yes votes.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s written report was discussed.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety  Chair,  Mrs.  Flynn,  reported  on a meeting  held  last  week  when  the  traffic  speed  counter  device  capabilities
were discussed.  The newly acquired device will be set up as soon as  possible,  she said.    The dare  education program will be
conducted again this year, and the committee is considering goals for a future traffic study.

Finance Chair, Mr. Salovaara, was absent, but Mr. Maresca reported that the committee will meet this Friday, or as soon as
possible.  Mr. Maresca discussed several  items.  The group decided to join the Somerset  County Business Partnership (2004
dues  are  $1,250).  A  health  insurance  fund  feasibility  study  has  been  proposed,  and  in  order  to  participate,  Mr.  Maresca
advised that we need three years  experience from State  Health Benefits at  a cost  of $1500.   Mr.  Maresca  asked  if the group
wants to participate in the study?  Mr. Maresca was directed to proceed.   Mr. Maresca reported having received a letter from
Phil Kennedy-Grant  of the Historical Preservation Advisory Committee,  asking for about  $2300  reimbursement for the photo
exhibit done recently at the library, and also for an annual budget of $5000.   The Borough Council instructed Mr.  Maresca  to
reimburse the $2300 via voucher to be approved with the next bill list.  No decision on the budget request was made, but it was
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agreed  that  the  Finance  Committee  will  consider  same.  Mr.  Maresca  discussed  a  variety  of  unbudgeted  library  operations
maintenance items, including service contracts  and front door  replacement/repairs,  totaling  about  $25,000.   It  was  agreed  to
replace the doors instead of repairing them, and Mr. Maresca was asked to obtain quotes.

Personnel  Chair,   Mrs.  McMillen,   said  the  committee  expects  to  schedule  another  union  meeting  to  be  held  during
February.  

Engineering,  Technology  &  Public  Works  Chair,  Mr.  Honecker,  said  the  Garden  Club  has  agreed  to  landscape  the
Anderson Hill slope of the library property.  The train station roof is to be replaced.  It  appears  a road sweeper  will have to be
purchased in 2005.   The group wants to  talk  with  the  county  regarding  their  plowing  routines  for  Bernardsville.   The  Public
Works committee intends to suggest road repair/replacement standards for use in the future.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

        Mahlik/69 Liberty Road

Mr. and Mrs. Mahlik, 69 Liberty Road, have expressed interest in purchasing two vacant properties on Sunnybrook Road.
Ownership of both was explained by Mr. Pidgeon, who was then directed to prepare an ordinance to vacate the portion
shown on tax maps as “proposed road”.  The second parcel is privately owned, and can be sold privately after payment of
back taxes.   

        Retaining walls and fences

Mayor Williams agreed to ask the Planning Board to recommend two ordinances to regulate retaining walls and fences.

        Relay for Life (American Cancer Fund-raiser)

Mayor Williams explained that there is interest in expanding the Relay for Life, American Cancer fund-raiser done in Bernards
Township last year, to include all of the Somerset Hills.  Mayor Williams volunteered to attend an upcoming meeting to explore
the matter further.  

        Farmland Assessment Act of 1969

Mayor Williams provided a draft letter he proposes to send out to New Jersey Mayors and legislators to encourage reform of
the Farmland Assessment Act by raising the farming revenue level to $8,000 on the first five acres, raising the minimum lot size
to ten acres, and suggesting a requirement for the rollback provision to apply to all reductions received on the property.  The
group was generally in agreement, and asked that the letter, when complete, be presented to the full Council for signature.  
        Garden Club Project

Lorette Cheswick, on behalf of the Bernardsville Garden Club, requested permission to plant on Borough property on April
25.  The scope of the project includes  work around the pond, the railroad station, the Olcott Square triangle, the library and at
the municipal pool, with the goal to have the town gardens “look as good as possible for Memorial Day.”   The Borough
Council unanimously agreed.   Mr. Rossi discussed potential Memorial Day activities around the pond which are being
discussed by the business association, and Fire Company.  Details to follow.  
                                                        

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Williams opened the public session.   Mark Salisbury commented that he agrees  that the rules for farmland assessment
need to be  reviewed.   He mentioned a specific property  getting this benefit from  sale  of  daffodils  grown  on  the  parcel.   Mr.
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Salisbury urged the group to consider the 20% increases in the school budget when working on the 2004 municipal budget.   He
lamented  that  Bernardsville  is  no  closer  to  collecting  equitable  tuition  from  the  other  towns  in  the  regional  district.   Mayor
Williams closed the public session.

CLOSED SESSION

It was moved, seconded, and approved by five yes votes to adjourn to Executive Session to consider land acquisition, pending
litigation and personnel matters, and that the time when and circumstances under which the above can be disclosed to the

public, is when the matter is finally resolved.                                                           REOPEN

Moved and seconded, and all present voted in favor. 

JOINT MEETING WITH PLANNING BOARD AND BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

This portion of the meeting was canceled at 2:00 p.m. on this date due to weather reports.  

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 p.m.                                                                                

                                                                                                                      
                                                        Sandra G. Jones
                                                        Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator
BC012604.MIN
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