
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes
February 2, 2012

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, February
2.  Present were Council Members John Farrell, Charlotte J. Foster, Craig Lawrence, John
McCrossan and Joseph Rossi.  Council Member Kevin Sooy was absent.  Also present were John
Cassells, Auditor, Ralph A. Maresca, Jr., Administrator and CMFO, John Macdowall, Public
Works Manager, Bob Raymond, Sewer Plant Operator and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk and
Assistant Administrator.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Honecker announced that notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News,
Courier News and the Star Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal
Bulletin Board on January 26, 2012.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker noted for the record that no members of the public were present at this meeting.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Sewer User Fees

Mr. McCrossan stated that the Finance Committee requested this meeting to discuss with the 
governing body a sewer budget proposal which includes capital items, as identified in the
Wastewater Treatment Plant 20 Year Capital Budget Plan, prepared with the assistance of
Malcom Pirnie, Inc.   He said the committee is unanimous in the opinion that in order to do
capital projects, a fee increase is necessary.  They are not unanimous in an opinion on how to
finance same.  Further, he said, if Council agrees to proceed with capital improvements, it will be
necessary to decide how to pay for them.  The alternatives are taxpayers, sewer users, or a shared
cost.  

Mr. Macdowall, Public Works Manager, stated that capital items shown on the 20 year plan,
Priority 1 -- SBR Controls, and Priority 2 --  Traveling Bridge Filters, are recommended for
action this year.  He explained the function of those systems and the reasoning behind the
recommendation.  Mr. Macdowall noted that fees have not increased for 7 years.   Discussion
followed.  

Mr. Cassells stated that a Bureau Chief at the Division of Local Government Services has
advised that taxpayers cannot support sewer user debt.  New improvements must be paid for only
by the sewer users.  Cost sharing, similar to what was done in the past was only a possibility
prior to forming a sewer utility in Bernardsville. 
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Mr. McCrossan moved to approve a water usage component increase of  $85 resulting in a
facility fee of $259, and a water component of $465, in order to raise approximately $130,000 to
fund capital projects.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, then more discussion on alternatives
followed. 

Mrs. Foster left the meeting at 9:50 a.m.  

A roll call vote followed on the +$85 water component option.  Members Farrell, Lawrence,
McCrossan and Rossi voted yes.  Members Foster and Sooy were absent.

Mr. Lawrence moved for sewer users to pay for increases.  Mr. Farrell seconded.  Following
discussion, Mr. Lawrence withdrew the motion.  Mr. Farrell agreed.  

It was agreed that an ordinance to adopt increases, as discussed here, will be introduced at the
next meeting on February 14.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 a.m.

_____________________
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