
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 6, 2006

The meeting  was called to order  by Mayor Jay Parsons,   at  7:00 p.m. on Monday,  February 6,  2006,  in  the  Borough  Hall.
Present  were Denis Dooley,  Charlotte  J.  Foster,  Lee C.  Honecker,   Michael Landau,   Joseph  Rossi,  and  Mikael  Salovaara.
Also present were John R. Pidgeon, Esquire,  Borough Attorney,  Ralph A. Maresca,  Jr.,  Borough Administrator, and Sandra
Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator. 

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Parsons  announced that notice of  this  meeting  was  provided  to  the  Bernardsville  News,  Courier  News  and  the  Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 14, 2005.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Parsons  opened the public session.   Without comment or  question from the public,   Mayor Parsons  closed  the  public
session.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

        Ordinance Introduction

Council Member Honecker  moved that #06-1421, SALARY ORDINANCE FOR EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH
OF BERNARDSVILLE WHO ARE MEMBERS  OF THE PBA  LOCAL  365,  be  introduced  by  title,  passed  on  first
reading, published according to law,  and  that  a  public  hearing  be  scheduled  for  a  meeting  beginning  at  7:00  p.m.,  Monday,
February  27,  2006.   Mr.  Landau  asked  why  increases  from  2005  to  2006  in  the  ordinance  are  higher  than  the  4%  base
increases approved by contract?  Mr.  Maresca  agreed to double check the figures with the contract.   In the meantime, it was
agreed  to  proceed  with  introduction  by  title,  and  that  the  record  show  that  base  increases  are  pursuant  to  contract.   Chief
Valentine, who was present, noted that the PBA Local is now, Local  365.   It  was moved,  seconded,  and unanimously agreed
to  correct  the  title  and  body  of  this  ordinance  to  reflect  “Local  365".   Mr.  Rossi  seconded  the  motion  to  approve  upon
introduction by title, as amended, and the  motion was approved with six yes votes.

Council Member Salovaara moved that salaries set  forth in the following ordinance are  those approved  by  contract,  and  that
#06-1422, SALARY ORDINANCE FOR EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE WHO ARE
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WORKS EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION, be introduced by title, passed on first reading,
published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.,  Monday,  February 27,
2006.   Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

Council Member Landau moved that #06-1423,  AN ORDINANCE  ADOPTING  STORMWATER  MANAGEMENT
REQUIREMENTS AND CONTROL AND  SUPPLEMENTING  AND  AMENDING  ARTICLES  9,  10,  12  AND
14 OF  THE  BOROUGH  LAND  DEVELOPMENT  REGULATIONS,  be  introduced  by  title,  passed  on  first  reading,
published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.,  Monday,  February 27,
2006.  Mr. Honecker seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.  

RESOLUTIONS

#06-38        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#06-39        APPROVING MEMBERSHIP ON THE CERT TEAM



#06-40        AMENDING AN ON-PREMISE MERCHANDISE RAFFLE APPLICATION FROM THE HSA OF
SOMERSET HILLS

#06-41         BOROUGH  COUNCIL  APPOINTMENTS  AND  BOROUGH  COUNCIL  CONSENT  TO  THE
MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS TO THE STUDY COMMITTEE ON HOUSING ISSUES

Council Member Landau moved that consent resolutions #06 38-  through #06-41  be approved.   Mr.  Salovaara seconded the
motion which was approved with six yes votes.

By unanimous  consent,  Resolution  #06-42,  APPOINTING  BRENDA  VANDERLICK  AS  A  FULL-TIME  POLICE
DISPATCHER, was held for consideration following the executive session.  

1980 Sewer Assessment

During August 2005  the Borough  Council  considered  a  resolution  to  cancel  a  1980  sewer  assessment  against  the  Board  of
Education (Block  64,  Lot  1,  Olcott  Avenue)  in  the  amount  of  $12,325.   That  resolution  was  tabled  and  Mr.  Pidgeon  was
directed  to  write  to  the  Somerset  Hills  School  District  Business  Administrator  to  request  that  it  be  paid  because  since  the
creation  of  the  regional  district  the  tax  payers  of  Bernardsville  are  paying  for  an  improvement  which  benefits  all  of  the
municipalities that are  members of the school district.   Mr.  Pidgeon  reported  having  received  a  letter  dated  January  2,  2006
from Mr. Krov stating that a decision not to pay was reached “given that tax exempt school property is generally not included in
special assessments and the 1995 regionalization of the school district was well beyond the normal ten year assessment period.”
  After discussion,  Mr. Rossi moved that the 1980  Sewer  Assessment in the amount of $12,325  to the Somerset  Hills School
District be canceled.   Mr.   Honecker seconded the motion which was approved with six yes votes.

DEP Green Acres Program

In a letter dated  January 2006,  the Green Acres  Program Administrator discussed assistance to municipalities with acquisition
of  open  space  for  recreation  and  conservation  purposes,  and  requested  that  his  letter  be  placed  on  a  council  agenda  to
maximize  awareness  of  the  Green  Acres  Program  and  the  opportunities  it  provides.    Mrs.  Foster  moved  to  acknowledge
receipt of the letter from John Flynn, Administrator, NJDEP Green Acres Program.  Mr. Dooley seconded and the motion was
approved with six yes votes.                                          

2006 SC Cultural and Heritage Advisory Committee

At  reorganization,  Kathy  Treppiccione  and  Valerie  Barnes  were  nominated  to  serve  on  the  Somerset  County  Cultural  and
Heritage  Advisory  Committee.   Later,  the  Borough  Clerk  was  advised  that  only  one  nomination  can  be  accepted  by  the
Freeholders Office.  It  was noted that Ms.  Treppiccione was nominated last year,  but was never contacted to serve,  and that
she  would  be  the  logical  choice  to  fill  the  spot,  then  holding  Ms.  Barnes  in  reserve  for  a  future  opening.    Mrs.  Foster
volunteered to explain the situation to Mmes. Treppiccione and Barnes and report the outcome to the Borough Clerk.  
                

JCP&L/Electric power failure

Mayor Parsons  distributed a draft  of a letter to the JCP&L Regional President,  with  copies  to  representatives  at  FirstEnergy
Corp  and the NJ  Board of Public Utilities, expressing concerns that  response  was  slow  because  the  recent  outage  occurred
after hours on a holiday weekend,  that it is difficult  to  get  meaningful  information,  that  trees  endangering  power  lines  are  not
pruned on a regular basis,  that there are  no plans to bury power  lines in critical areas  in order  to reduce future problems,  and
asking for a response to these concerns.  

The Buzz Newsletter

2



Mayor Parsons  asked  if the Borough Council thought “The Buzz” newsletter  should be produced again this year?   Members
agreed  it  was  worthy  of  continued  publication,  since  it  is  another  means  of  giving  residents  information  and  notification  of
upcoming events within the Borough.  He welcomed submission by any group.   Mr.  Dooley volunteered to proofread.   It  was
agreed that the semi annual publication would continue. 
                                                

Litter Pick-up

Mayor Parsons asked if a litter pickup day should be planned again this year,  and if it should be held jointly with another town
or if  Bernardsville  should  proceed  independently.   Mrs.  Frawley,  Chair  of  the  Environmental  Commission,  spoke  about  the
event both past  and present.   It  was  decided  to  proceed  with  a  pick-up  day  for  Bernardsville  on  its  own,  and  April  2  was
mentioned as a potential date.

NJLM & NJEA Read Across American project

Mayor Parsons  provided information on  the Read Across  America  project,  sponsored  jointly by the New Jersey League of
Municipalities  and  the  New  Jersey  Education  Association,  to  promote  reading  and  family  literacy.    The  project  literature
suggested several ways to participate, and it was decided to refer same to the Town and School Committee.

National Kids Construction Club

Mayor  Parsons  discussed  information  he  received  from  the  National  Kids  Construction  Club,  Basking  Ridge,  NJ.   It  was
decided not to pursue involvement with the organization.  

Mine Brook bridge project

Mr. Salovaara referred to a letter from the DOT  about  a  freshwater  permit  relative  to  work  being  done  at  the  Mine  Brook
Avenue bridge.  The Borough Clerk confirmed that a copy of the plan is on file in the Clerk’s Office, and that the Environmental
Commission is aware that said plans are available for review.

Joint meeting with Planning Board & Board of Adjustment

Mr. Honecker moved to convene the joint session.  Mr. Landau seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.  

William Foster,  Chair,  Board of Adjustment,  announced that notice of this meeting was included on the Board of  Adjustment
Annual Schedule, which was provided to the Bernardsville News and Courier  News on January 11,  2006.   Mr.  Foster  called
the roll.  Board Members present  were Joan Buchanan, Mark  Salisbury, David  Greenebaum, Gerry Negri,  R. Peter  Hagen,
David Berman, and Marilyn Dee.   John  Lynch,  Attorney  for  the  Board  and  the  Borough  Planner,  David   Zimmerman  were
present.   It  was  moved  and  seconded  to  appoint  Mayor  Parsons  chairman  for  this  meeting,  and  the  Borough  Clerk  as
Recording Secretary.  

Donald Knudsen,  Chairman of the  Bernardsville  Planning  Board,  announced  that  notice  of  this  meeting  was  included  on  the
Planning Board Annual Schedule, which was provided to the Bernardsville News and Courier  News on January 6,  2006.   Mr.
Knudsen called the roll.  The Planning Board was represented by Terry Thompson, Dorothy Paluck,  Charlotte  Foster  and Jay
Parsons.   It  was  moved  and  seconded  to  appoint  Mayor  Parsons  chairman  for  this  meeting,  and  the  Borough  Clerk  as
Recording Secretary.  
Mr. Lynch read the following resolution regarding the  Board of Adjustment Annual Report:

WHEREAS, Section 40:55D-70.1 of the Municipal Land Use Law, Chapter  291,  Laws of NJ  1975  requires that the Board
of Adjustment at least once a year review its decisions and prepare a report on those decisions; and
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WHEREAS, the same section of the MLUL requires the Board to make recommendations for zoning ordinance amendments
or revisions; and

WHEREAS, the same section also requires the Board to send copies  of  the  report  and  recommendations  to  the  Governing
Body and the Planning Board.  

THEREFORE,  the  Board  of  Adjustment  of  the  Borough  of  Bernardsville  has  fulfilled  the  requirement  of  the  MLUL  and
hereby adopts  the annual report  for 2005  (here  affixed)  and  sends  it  to  the  Governing  Body  and  the  Planning  Board  of  the
Borough of Bernardsville.  
                                                        
Members Berman, Buchanan, Dee,  Foster,  Greenebaum, Hagen, Negri  and Salisbury voted in favor of  the  above  resolution.
None were opposed.

Mayor Parsons  asked  if the boards  had  any  comments  or  recommendations  for  changes  to  current  zoning  regulations?   Set
backs  and off-site parking regulations were discussed,  and Board of Adjustment members related concerns regarding  off-site
parking.

The  possibility  of  televising  board  meetings  and  the  proposed  new  training  requirements  for  board  members  were  also
discussed. 

Mr. Knudsen discussed the possibility of requiring (cluster zoning) open space residential development for major subdivisions in
the ten, five, and three acre zones, and he agreed to ask the Planning Board to prepare an amendment for consideration. 

Mr.  Foster  mentioned  that  the  Board  of  Adjustment  plans  to  coordinate  plan  review  and  traffic  issues  with  the  Police
Department as they review future applications.   

Mr. Knudsen mentioned that the Planning Board will commence Master Plan reexamination soon.    
It was moved and seconded to close the Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting.  Motion carried.

It was moved and seconded to close the Planning Board meeting.  Motion carried.

A ten minute recess was moved and seconded.  Motion carried. 

CLOSED SESSION

The Borough Council meeting reconvened,  then  Mr.  Rossi  moved  that  the  meeting  be  adjourned  to  an  executive  session  to
consider a personnel matter, and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is
when they are finally resolved.  Mr. Honecker seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

REOPEN

Mr.  Salovaara  moved  adoption  of  Resolution  #06-42,  APPOINTING  BRENDA  VANDERLICK  AS  A  FULL-TIME
POLICE DISPATCHER.  Mr. Honecker seconded the motion which was adopted with six yes votes.

Mr. Rossi asked about a property which is now listed for sale in the Borough.  That parcel  was previously discussed in closed
session, and the Borough Attorney was directed to circulate the appraisal report obtained for said property.  

 ADJOURNMENT 
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It was moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m.  The motion was approved with six yes votes.

                                                                              ___________________________
                                                               Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk        
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