
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

March 7, 2005

A meeting  of  the  governing  body  was  called  to  order  by  Mayor  Parsons  at  7:00  p.m.  on  Monday,  March  7,  2005,  in  the
Borough Hall.  Present  were  Michael  Landau,  Vivian  McMillen,  Joseph  Rossi,  Mikael  Salovaara  and  Helen  Walton.   Also
present were John R. Pidgeon, Esquire, Borough Attorney, Ralph A. Maresca, Jr., Borough Administrator, and Sandra  Jones,
Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.    Lee C. Honecker was absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Parsons  announced that notice of  this  meeting  was  provided  to  the  Bernardsville  News,  Courier  News  and  the  Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 16, 2004.  
        

 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Parsons  read  a  proclamation  honoring  Amanda  Conway,  a  Bernardsville  High  School  student  who  participated  in  a
week long conference in Washington, D. C., as part of the U.S. Senate Youth Program.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Salovaara moved to accept the minutes of January 10th, 25th, and February 7th.   Mrs.  McMillen seconded and the motion
was approved upon a voice vote, as follows:

                Mr. Honecker                Absent                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                        Mrs. Walton                Yes

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Parsons opened the public session.

Todd Hayes, 7 Somerset Avenue, presented Council with a petition signed by approximately 60 residents of Somerset  Avenue,
Morris Avenue, Stevens Street,  Chilton Street  and Woodland Avenue, requesting that the Claremont Road steps  be repaired
“as soon as the weather is appropriate”, and stating their reasons.  The petition was given to the Borough Clerk and will remain
on file in her office.  

Cathy  Tafaro,  59  Old  Colony  Road,  complained  about  poor  treatment  at  a  Planning  Board  meeting  last  January  when  the
Volkswagen dealership application was heard.  She said she spoke as  a property  owner within 200'  of the subject  application.
She asked the Borough Council to take whatever steps necessary to ensure safety at public meetings.  Mr.  Salovaara discussed
the appeal  option.   Chief Valentine spoke  about  measures  available  in  the  meeting  room  to  summon  the  police.   The  police
department will educate  those  who  chair  meetings  on  how  to  activate  the  existing  alarm  and  expedite  installation  of  security
monitors in the courtroom.  

Houda Abdallah, 3 Somerset Avenue, spoke about her desire to use the Claremont steps.  Mr. Rossi said they will be  repaired
as soon as possible, and according to code.



Jean Hinds, 5 Conkling Avenue, said she wished to challenge the property maintenance code and  submitted photographs of the
properties  on 6 Conkling Avenue, which she said continue  to  be  an  embarrassment  to  the  neighborhood.   Debbi  Isselin,  20
Orchard Street, stood beside Ms. Hinds in support of her comments.  Members  advised that the borough is seeking a full-time
Zoning Enforcement Officer, and that the properties in question would be a top priority when the new officer begins work.

Dina Priovolos, 1517 Pine Street,  discussed the Ferrante  property  across  from  her  residence   and  the  problems  which  have
been on-going for several  years.   Mrs.  McMillen said the case  was scheduled for court  that day  but  was  delayed.   She  also
asked for clarification on location of proposed sidewalks.   

Sue Rankin, 1521  Pine  Street,  spoke  regarding  courtesy  busing  and  sidewalks.   Mrs.  Walton  discussed  plans  and  said  the
sidewalks are  needed because  of  the  park/playground  located  across  from  Pine  Ridge.   Ms.  Rankin  stated  that  Pine  Ridge
residents are concerned about the cost of removing snow if sidewalks are  installed, since their maintenance fees are  already up
to $180  per  month.  Mr.  Rossi said the sidewalks will be  pushed for  installation  at  least  to  the  lower  driveway.   Other  Pine
Ridge residents offering comments were Maryann Strider, 1509 Pine Street, and Brian Walsh, 1502 Pine Street.

Jean  Oliver,  1  Somerset  Avenue,  reiterated  that  the  Claremont  steps  project  needs  to  be  completed  and  she  discussed
problems with children walking through bushes.  Ms. Oliver complained about  the lack of snow removal on sidewalks and Mr.
Rossi encouraged her to call in when she observes a problem.

Mary  Troutman,  1  Morris  Avenue,  helped  to  obtain  the  petition  signatures  to  repair  the  Claremont  steps  and  said  not  one
person declined to sign.

Donna Blejwas, 27 Lakeview Drive, and Craig Lawrence, 22 Hillside Avenue, spoke  about  problems with rats  in Twin Lakes
area homes.  Mr. Rossi said the Board of Health has been notified, and he spoke about another location in town where a similar
problem existed.  Ms.  Blejwas said exterminators have recommended certain measures,  including no exposed food,  but some
neighbors persist in feeding wildlife.    

Jennifer Hayes, 7 Somerset Avenue, spoke in favor of repairing the Claremont steps.

Brian Walsh, 1502 Pine Street, asked that traffic problems such as speeding be curbed to prevent pedestrian accidents. 

Mayor Parsons closed the Open Session.

ORDINANCES

The Borough Clerk announced that notice was posted, published in the Bernardsville News, and provided to the Courier  News
and Star  Ledger that Ordinances #1374,  #1378  and #1379  were continued to this meeting when the meeting of February 28
was canceled due to weather.  
Mayor  Parsons  opened  the  public  hearing  on  #05-1374,  AN  ORDINANCE  INCREASING  NUMBER  OF
ALTERNATE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  ZONING  BOARD  OF  ADJUSTMENT  AND  AMENDING  THE
BOROUGH LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS.   Without comment or question from the public, Mayor Parsons
closed the public  hearing.   Mr.  Rossi  moved  to  pass  Ordinance  #05-1374,  on  final  reading  and  adopt  as  published.   Mrs.
Walton seconded the motion which was approved by the following roll call vote:
                
                Mr. Honecker                Absent                Mr. Rossi        Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara        Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                        Mrs. Walton        Yes

Mayor  Parsons  opened  the  public  hearing  on  #05-1378,  ORDINANCE  REVISING  POLICE  DEPARTMENT
POSITIONS AND AMENDING CHAPTER II OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION”.
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  Chief Valentine voiced his objection to this ordinance and asked to revert to the original plan which was to create  the position
of Captain.  Mrs. Walton agreed.  Mr. Landau moved to table this ordinance to executive session.  Mrs.  Walton seconded and
the motion was approved with five yes votes.  

Mayor Parsons opened the public hearing on #05-1379, AMENDING THE 2002  TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE
AND  SUPPLEMENTING  AND  AMENDING  CHAPTER  XIII  OF  THE  BOROUGH  CODE  ENTITLED
“PROTECTION OF TREES” AND CHAPTER II ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION”.  Mrs.  McMillen asked  if this
ordinance would force Somerset Hills Country Club into farmland assessment?  Mr.  Pidgeon responded “no”.  Without further
comment or question, Mayor Parsons closed the public hearing.   Mr.  Salovaara moved to pass  this ordinance on final reading
and adopt as published.  Mrs. Walton  seconded and the motion was approved by the following  roll call vote:
                        
                Mr. Honecker                Absent                Mr. Rossi        Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara        Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                        Mrs. Walton        Yes

Mayor Parsons asked if there was discussion on Ordinance #05-1375.  There was none.   Mrs.  Walton moved that #05-1375,
AN  ORDINANCE  ADOPTING  VARIOUS  STORMWATER  MANAGEMENT  MEASURES  AND
SUPPLEMENTING  AND  AMENDING  CHAPTER  III  OF  THE  BOROUGH  CODE  ENTITLED  “POLICE
REGULATIONS”  AND  CHAPTER  V  ENTITLED  “ANIMAL  CONTROL”,  be  introduced  by  title,  passed  on  first
reading, published according to law,  and  that  a  public  hearing  be  scheduled  for  a  meeting  beginning  at  7:00  p.m.,  Monday,
March 21, 2005.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.

Mayor Parsons  asked  if  there  was  discussion  on  Ordinance  #05-1376.   Dina  Priovolos  and  Sue  Rankin  asked  what  is  the
purpose of the ordinance?  Mr. Salovaara responded.  Mr. Rossi moved that #05-1376, AN ORDINANCE CLARIFYING
I-2 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL  ZONE  DISTRICT  REQUIREMENTS  AND  SUPPLEMENTING  AND  AMENDING
ARTICLE  XII  OF  THE  BOROUGH  LAND  DEVELOPMENT  REGULATIONS  ENTITLED  “ZONING”,  be
introduced by title, passed  on first reading, published according to law, and that a  public  hearing  be  scheduled  for  a  meeting
beginning at 7:00 p.m., Monday, March 21, 2005.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.
 

Mayor  Parsons  asked  if  there  was  discussion  on  Ordinance  #05-1377.   There  was  none.   Mr.  Salovaara   moved  that
#05-1377,  AN  ORDINANCE  INSERTING  OFF-STREET  PARKING  REQUIREMENTS  AND
SUPPLEMENTING  AND  AMENDING  ARTICLE  XII  OF  THE  BOROUGH  LAND  DEVELOPMENT
REGULATIONS ENTITLED “ZONING”, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and
that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.,  Monday,  March 21,  2005.   Mrs.  McMillen seconded.
Mark  Salisbury, Board of Adjustment Member,  asked about the  procedure for ordinance adoption and asked if the Board of
Adjustment should review zoning amendments prior to adoption?  Mr.  Pidgeon advised that because  the Board of Adjustment
is quasi judicial, it would not be advisable to formalize their review.   The group discussed parking,  in general,  and directed the
Borough Clerk to send a letter to the Planning Board Chairman asking for review of parking  in  the  borough.   The  motion  to
approve upon introduction was approved with five yes votes.

RESOLUTIONS

#05-48         AUTHORIZING  THE  MAYOR  AND  CLERK  TO  SIGN  AN  INTERGOVERNMENTAL
COOPERATIVE  AGREEMENT  WITH  THE  TEN  TOWNS  GREAT  SWAMP  WATERSHED
COMMITTEE
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#05-49        APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

#05-50        AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF THE YEAR 2005 MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT UPDATE

#05-51         AUTHORIZING  THE  MAYOR  AND  CLERK  TO  SIGN  A  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES
CONTRACT WITH PRINCETON HYDRO, L.L.C.

#05-52         AUTHORIZING  THE  CERTIFICATION  OF  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  TO  COAH  -
DEVELOPMENT FEE MONITORING REPORT

#05-53        AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF 2006 PROJECT GRANT APPLICATIONS FROM THE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

#05-54         AMENDING  THREE  ON-PREMISE  RAFFLE  APPLICATIONS  FROM  OUR  LADY  OF
PERPETUAL HELP CHURCH

#05-55        APPROVING AN OFF-PREMISE RAFFLE APPLICATIONS FROM OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL
HELP CHURCH

#05-56         SETTING  FEES  FOR  RECREATION  FIELD  USAGE  AND  ADOPTING  AN  AMENDED  FEE
SCHEDULE

#05-57        AUTHORIZING TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATIONS

#05-58        AUTHORIZING ESCROW REFUNDS

#05-60        AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO TEMPORARY BUDGET

#05-61        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#05-62         AUTHORIZING  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  LEONARD  PERRE,  PART-TIME  BUILDING
INSPECTOR

        
#05-64        AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR SPRING ROADSIDE CLEANUP
#05-65        AUTHORIZING ESCROW REFUNDS

#05-66        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS
                        
Mrs. McMillen moved to accept resolutions #05-48 through #05-58,  #05-60  through #05-  62,  and #05-64  through #05-66.  
Mr. Landau seconded and the motion was approved as follows:  

                Mr. Honecker                Absent        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

RESOLUTION #05-59,  ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS,  was discussed.     Mr. Landau discussed missing public
works  monthly  reports  and  asked  for  an  improved   report  document  from  public  works.   Mr.  Salovaara   moved  that  Mr.
Landau contact John Macdowall to request the type of report he wants to see.  The motion was approved with four yes votes.
Mr.  Rossi  voted  no.   It  was  moved  and  seconded  to  approve  RESOLUTION  #05-59,  ACCEPTING  MONTHLY
REPORTS, and the motion was adopted with five yes votes.  
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Mr. Landau suggested that RESOLUTION #05-63, APPOINTING POLICE DISPATCHERS,  be tabled until March 21,
because the finance committee is studying the possibility  of  using  Somerset  County  dispatch  rather  than  maintaining  our  own
dispatch center.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.

Mr. Salovaara left the meeting at 9:00 p.m.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s written report dated February 23, 2005 was accepted. 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety

Mrs.  Walton reported  the committee met on February 28 and discussed various issues.   These included the dispatch  service,
the Kiwanis parking situation,  BHS Centennial celebration,  the Eagle Scout  project  proposal,  the Police Captain position and
the  health  and  safety  issues  of  the  Police  Department.   Raritan  Valley  Community  College  will  host  an  OEM  simulated
biotechnological emergency on Thursday, April 7th .   Volunteers are being sought for that project.  

Finance

Mr. Landau said the group is hoping to present  the municipal budget  by April 4th.  He explained that the committee  feels  it  is
prudent to review the dispatch function because  there is no additional  cost  to  the  Borough  if  we  seek  county  services.   Our
county taxes pay for this service whether we use it or  not.    Currently,  13 of 21 communities are  served by Somerset  County
Dispatch,  including Peapack/Gladstone,  Far  Hills and Bedminster.   Recommendations/comments  from  other  communities  will
be sought, and the group will look at the county facility.

Personnel

Mrs. McMillen said the committee hopes the salary ordinance can be done in April. 

Engineering & Public Works

Mrs. Walton reported that decals must be ordered to mark heads of drains, pursuant to the new stormwater regulations.  It  was
the consensus of the group for the Public Works Manager to proceed  to order  the decals.   Mr.  Rossi explained that the group
proposes  to  charge  contractors  to  use  the  compost  site,  and  he  explained  fee  recommendations  and  how  this  will  be
accomplished.  There was  consensus  to  proceed  and  Mr.  Pidgeon  was  directed  to  prepare  an  ordinance  to  amend  the  fee
ordinance, for consideration at the next meeting.  Mr. Rossi recommended the borough consider allowing cell towers as a use at
the Pill Hill Road compost site.  There was consensus to refer the question of cell towers  as  a permitted use at  that location to
the  Planning  Board  for  review.   The  Borough  Clerk  was  directed  to  send  a  letter  to  the  Planning  Board  asking  for  their
comments.  The subject  of roads  was briefly discussed,  and the question of whether or  not a special  meeting for that purpose
was necessary.  It was decided to review the matter on March 21 instead.   Mrs.  Walton discussed the train station parking lot
and an island which creates an obstacle, asking should the island/tree be eliminated?

QUARTERLY REPORTS

Town and School
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Mr. Rossi reported that at the last meeting the group discussed courtesy busing and shared fields maintenance.  Mr.  Rossi said
he spoke out against eliminating courtesy busing and Mayor Parsons expressed his hope that he did not speak  on behalf of the
entire Borough Council.   Mr.  Rossi said the Superintendent of Schools  needs a letter stating that  the  tennis  courts  have  been
approved pursuant to stormwater  regulations.  Mr.  Pidgeon agreed to provide a letter to that effect.   The  school  budget  was
briefly discussed.

Board of Health

Mr. Rossi reported that the Board of Health is dealing with septic issues on properties at or around 167 Morristown Road.   

Environmental Commission

Mrs.  McMillen reported  that the Commission is working on education for  the  new  stormwater  regulations  and  is  planning  to
send flyers out with a newsletter which is in progress.  Litter clean up day is scheduled for April 2.

IS Committee

Mr. Landau reported  that the group  is  discussing  the  cable  connections  among  borough  buildings,  including  hardware  which
will,  or  will  not  be  provided  by  the  cable  company.   The  group  is  also  working  toward  a  shared  services  agreement  for
computer support and maintenance with the Somerset Hills School District.  

Library Board

Mayor Parsons reported that the group is considering a change in the location of the circulation desk.  
Open Space Advisory Committee

Mrs. McMillen reported that the group meets every other month, on Wednesday evenings, and that there are three openings.  

Planning Board

Mayor Parsons reported that the Board held a public hearing on March 3, when the stormwater management plan was adopted
into the Master Plan.

Shade Tree Committee

Mrs. Walton reported the next meeting is 8:00 a.m. on March 17, and that there are three vacancies.

Historic Preservation Advisory Committee
        
Mrs.  McMillen  said  the  group  is  working  on  the  historic  site  data  base  and  planning  a  fall  event.   A  $200  mini  grant  was
obtained and the funds are earmarked for public education.

Insurance

Mr. Landau reported that he attends J.I.F. meetings held the second Thursday of each month.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS
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        A.B.C. License Fees

Mr. Pidgeon was directed to prepare an ordinance for introduction on March 21 to increase consumption and distribution fees
to the new statutory maximum of $2,500, but no more than 20% per year (or $500).

Professional Services Contract with Ferriero Engineering

Per a written request from Mr. Ferriero asking the Borough to accept his 2005 rate schedule, it was agreed to approve his
2005 contract rates at the meeting on March 21.

Property purchase inquiry/Lot 6 in Block 135

Following up on an inquiry received from a resident wishing to acquire the subject lot in order to build a home for his in-laws, it
was agreed to forward the inquiry to the Planning Board to see whether the Board has any comments on the request from a
planning standpoint.  For the record, it was noted that any sale of public property would be done by public bid.

Candidates for appointment to Board of Adjustment

Mrs. Walton moved appointment of Mr. Greenbaum and Mrs. Dees as Alternate Members on the Board of Adjustment.  

Jersey Professional Management bill

Mayor Parsons said he will reimburse the Borough for a bill received from Jersey Professional Management for a feasibility
study.  Mr. Landau moved for the Borough to pay the bill, Mrs. Walton seconded, and the motion was approved by four yes
votes.

Easter Bunny Event/Chamber of Commerce

There was consensus to approve an event described in a letter dated February 24 to be held March 19 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
in front of the Millicent Fenwick statue.  The request states that the event “comprises one of our members dressed in a bunny
costume greeting children, Stephen Taylor Photographers taking pictures, and the Chamber President giving out cookies and
candy.”  A certificate of insurance will be provided.  
                                                Eagle Scout Project

Ben Stone, 29 Chestnut Avenue, perspective Eagle Scout, has asked permission “to organize, take inventory and label items in
the police storage sheds” during March, as described in his letter of February 21, 2005 to Chief Valentine.  Insurance
coverage will be necessary.  Pending receipt of said insurance, Mrs. Walton moved, Mrs. McMillen seconded approval.
There were four yes votes.

Administrative Code amendment

Mr. Pidgeon was directed to prepare an ordinance for introduction on March 21, to adopt changes to the code.

Property Tax reform

Mayor Parsons agreed to write a letter to legislators on this topic and send a revised resolution which was considered on this
date.  

Vacancies
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Mayor Parsons appointed Sara Gore to the Planning Board.

Volunteer recognition banquet

Mayor Parsons asked if the group wishes to sponsor this event this year?  The consensus was yes, and Mayor Parsons agreed
to seek a volunteer to organize the event.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor  Parsons  opened  the  second  public  session.   Ms.  Priovolos  asked  if  there  are  volunteer  opportunities  in  the  Public
Works department?  Mayor Parsons closed the public session.

CLOSED SESSION

Mrs.  McMillen moved that the meeting be adjourned to an executive session to consider  personnel matters,  and that the time
when and circumstances under which the above can be disclosed to the public is when the matter is finally resolved.

REOPEN 

It was moved, seconded, and approved by four yes votes to reopen the meeting to the public.  

ORDINANCE #1378

Mrs.  Walton  moved  to  reject  Ordinance  #1378,  AN  ORDINANCE  REVISING  POLICE  DEPARTMENT
POSITIONS AND AMENDING CHAPTER II OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION”.
  Mr. Rossi seconded, and the motion to reject was approved with four yes votes.  

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved, seconded, and approved with four yes votes to adjourn at 11:10 p.m.

                                                          
__________________________

                                                                Sandra G. Jones
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