
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting

February 25, 2008

A regular meeting of the Governing Body was called to order by Mayor Lee Honecker  at 7:00 p.m.
on Monday, February 25, 2008.  Present were Denis J. Dooley II, Charlotte J. Foster, John
McCrossan, Edward McDowell, Joseph Rossi and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were Borough Attorney
John R. Pidgeon, Esquire, Sandra G. Jones, Clerk and Assistant Administrator and Ralph Maresca,
Administrator and C.M.F.O.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 18, 2007.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Honecker read the following proclamations honoring Borough residents/volunteers:

Arnold Pitman

WHEREAS, Arnold Pitman has been an active, dedicated, hardworking and tireless member of the

Bernardsville Fire Company for fifty years; and

WHEREAS, he served one year as 1st Lt. of Ambulance, eleven years as Captain of the Ambulance,

nine years as Foreman, twenty four years as Drillmaster, two years as Chief, four years as Assistant

Chief, three years as Fire Prevention, and four years as Warden.

  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, on behalf of the

citizens, do hereby proclaim the gratitude and appreciation of the community to Arnold Pitman for

faithful service to the Bernardsville Fire Company.

Pete Blasse

WHEREAS, Pete Blasse has been an active, dedicated, hardworking and tireless member of the

Bernardsville Fire Company for fifty years; and

WHEREAS, he served for two years as First Aid Secretary, three years as Foreman, two years of

1st Assistant Chief, two years as Chief, six years as Trustee, six years as relief Trustee and four years

as President.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, on behalf of the

citizens, do hereby proclaim the gratitude and appreciation of the community to Pete Blasse for

faithful service to the Bernardsville Fire Company.
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Sharon Lutz-Hornaday

WHEREAS, Sharon Lutz-Hornaday, a resident of the Borough of Bernardsville, has been Director,

of the Somerset County Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependency for over ten years, and on a

daily basis has helped those with drug and alcohol addiction, as well as their families, and has

helped develop programs to raise awareness of the problems of drug and alcohol abuse, reduce the

risks of addiction, and provide tools of intervention and early treatment; and

WHEREAS, she is one of the founders of the NJ Rett Syndrome Association, whose mission is to

raise awareness of Rett Syndrome and foster early intervention, treatment and research.  Rett

Syndrome is a debilitating genetic, neurological disorder that almost exclusively affects females,

wherein children appear to develop normally until 6-18 months, when they enter a period of

regression, losing speech and motor skills; and

WHEREAS, Sharon Lutz-Hornaday has been recognized as an Outstanding Woman in Somerset

County by the Somerset County Commission on the Status of Women.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, on behalf of the

Borough Council, do hereby congratulate Sharon Lutz-Hornaday upon receipt of the 2008 Social

Services Award: Outstanding Women in Somerset County.

Megan McDowell

WHEREAS, Megan McDowell is a resident of the Borough of Bernardsville who, in 2004 organized

a non-profit organization called Heartworks, an  acts-of-kindness group made up of nearly 40

women that gather together once a month for food, prayer and good intentions, taking on acts-of-

kindness projects that benefit less fortunate families and individuals throughout our community and

the world; and 

WHEREAS, some of the past projects have included gift baskets for a local soldier’s family while

he served in Iraq, monthly flowers to families living with an illness, making breakfast and dinner

each day for local veterans during the week of Veteran’s  Day, and purchasing a pool membership

for a local family whose home had burned down; and

WHEREAS, some ongoing projects include supporting an orphan in Africa with monthly donations,

monthly care packages to a soldier in Iraq, ongoing fund-raising for the Borough’s fire and rescue

squads and environmental presentations, to name but a few; and 

WHEREAS, Megan McDowell has been recognized as an Outstanding Woman in Somerset County

by the Somerset County Commission on the Status of Women.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, on behalf of the

Borough Council, do hereby congratulate Megan McDowell upon receipt of the 2008 Hometown

Hero Award: Outstanding Women in Somerset County.

Charlotte Foster

WHEREAS, Charlotte Foster is a resident of the Borough of Bernardsville and is a current member

of its Borough Council; and

WHEREAS, she is employed in the area of education, being a nationally recognized  expert in the

field of dyslexia; is the founder and president of Multivariant Learning Systems, a company that

offers workshops and seminars around the country in accelerated learning theory, and which

delivered a learning to learn program for the U.S. Department of Education at the Horace Mann

Learning Center, which program was rated the highest of any ever delivered at the Center; and  

WHEREAS, she works with learning disabled and low-performing youth and adults, and is licensed

as a Specialist in the Davis Dyslexia Correction process, with which she has helped to raise clients’

reading levels anywhere from 8-10 months to as much as 2½ years in jut one week, and has provided

training in the process for Davis Dyslexia Association International; and

WHEREAS, Charlotte Foster has been recognized as an Outstanding Woman in Somerset County

by the Somerset County Commission on the Status of Women.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, on behalf of the

Borough Council, do hereby congratulate Charlotte Foster upon receipt of the 2008 Outstanding

Women in Somerset County Award for Education.

Marie Flynn

WHEREAS, Marie Flynn served the citizens of the Borough of Bernardsville, as follows:

$ Planning Board member, August 12, 1996 through December 31, 1998;

$ Borough Council member, January 1, 1999 through August 8, 2004;

$ Acting Mayor, January 9, 2002 through January 28, 2002;

$ Mayor, August 9, 2004 to November 2, 2004; 

$ Joint Insurance Fund Commissioner, 2000 to 2004; and

WHEREAS, Marie Flynn demonstrated dedication, competence, and integrity during her

distinguished career in public service in the Borough of Bernardsville.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, on behalf of the

Borough Council, do hereby congratulate Marie Flynn upon receipt of the prestigious 2008

Millicent Fenwick Award for Excellence in Public Service.

Bernardsville Garden Club landscaping project at the Library 

Garden Club members Marilyn Dee and Zena Hefti described the plan dated 1/24/08 by Gregory
Bataille, Landscape Architect, to redo plantings at the entrance to the library.  His mission was a
design using many native plants which will be attractive during all four seasons.  Project cost,
approximately $15,000, will be funded entirely by the Garden Club.  Mrs. Dee said the Library Board
of Trustees unanimously approved the proposal at their last meeting.  The Governing Body
commended the Garden Club for this project, and for their outstanding, on-going work in the
Borough.  Mr. McDowell moved to approve the landscape project, as presented.   Mrs. Foster
seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Honecker offered a correction to minutes of January 28, last paragraph, page two, to show
that Mr. Mendoza lives on Stevens Street instead of Cedar Street.  With that correction, Mr.
McCrossan moved approval of minutes of January 28 and February 11, 2008.  Mr. Sooy seconded
the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the public session.  Mr. DiPietro, 19 Seney Drive, reported various
problems, including noise, at 21 Seney Drive.  He said his quality of life is severely hampered,
commented seeing  "new faces every day", and complained that his new vehicle was "hit and run"
with damages at $2500.  Mr. DiPietro was informed that his comments will be reported to the Zoning
Enforcement Officer.  Mr. Rossi urged him to report persistent noise problems to the Police, and to
sign a complaint.  

Neil Schetelick, Mine Avenue, asked if the Borough Police Department has issued a summons to
the rental property (Mr. C’s on Claremont Road) that was raided a month ago? No new information
was available.  

Lori Paiter, 64 Bernards Avenue, complained that dog owners are not picking up dog waste as the
borough ordinance requires, and suggested signs be erected.  The  matter was  referred to the Public
Works Committee for review.  In another matter, Ms. Paiter said the train station parking kiosk was
not working.  

Mayor Honecker closed the public session.
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ORDINANCES

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on Ordinance #08-1481.  There were no questions or

comments from the public and the hearing was closed.  Mr. McCrossan moved that ORDINANCE

#08-1481, BOND ORDINANCE MAKING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF
$550,000 FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE DOWNTOWN AREA IN AND BY THE
BOROUGH HERETOFORE AUTHORIZED TO BE TAKEN BY THE BOROUGH OF
BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, AND
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $523,800 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH
FOR FINANCING SUCH SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION, be passed on final reading
and adopted as published.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved upon the following roll
call vote:

Mr.  Dooley Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mrs. Foster moved that #08-1482, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING GRAFFITI AND

SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER III OF THE BOROUGH CODE
ENTITLED "POLICE REGULATIONS", be introduced by title, passed on first reading,
published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00
p.m., Monday, March 24, 2008.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

Mr. Rossi moved that ORDINANCE #08-1483, ESTABLISHING A HOUSING ADVISORY

COMMITTEE AND CREATING A NEW SECTION 2-44 OF THE BOROUGH CODE
ENTITLED "HOUSING ADVISORY COMMITTEE",  be introduced by title, passed on first
reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning
at 7:00 p.m., Monday, March 24, 2008.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved with
six yes votes.

Mr. McDowell moved that #08-1484, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING SPECIAL EVENT

BANNERS AND TEMPORARY SIGNS IN THE RIGHT OF WAY AND AMENDING
CHAPTER IV OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "GENERAL LICENSING", be
introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a pubic hearing be
scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., Monday, March 24th , 2008.  Mrs. Foster seconded
and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

CONSENT RESOLUTIONS

#08-44 APPOINTING CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL AND SUBCODE OFFICIALS

#08-46 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS
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#08-47 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#08-48 AUTHORIZING THE RETROACTIVE CANCELLATION OF ACCOUNTS
PAYABLE

#08-49 AUTHORIZING RECYCLING OR DISPOSAL OF EQUIPMENT

#08-50 APPOINTING A PART-TIME/SUBSTITUTE DISPATCHER

#08-51 AUTHORIZING STATE CONTRACT PURCHASES AND AMENDING THE
2008 TEMPORARY BUDGET TO PROVIDE FOR SAID PURCHASES

Mr. Rossi moved approval of  Resolutions #08-44 and #08-46 through #08-51.  Mr. Sooy seconded,
and the motion was approved upon the following roll call vote:

Mr.  Dooley Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Resolution #08-45, REAPPOINTING THE MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE, was tabled until
later in this meeting.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s Report as of February 20, 2008, was received.  It was noted for the record that one
item, the Belcher property acquisition, will be discussed in Executive Session.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Public Safety Committee had no report.

Finance Committee Chair, Mr. McCrossan, reported having held four meetings this month. Their
primary focus was to work with Administration and Public Works with regard to the low bid
proposal for the Downtown project.   The Fire Company capital requests for radios and pagers has
been addressed (see Resolution #08-51).  Mr. McCrossan referred to the letter from the Fire
Company distributed on this date which attests to how well the new communications equipment
worked during the recent fire at the high school.

Personnel Committee, Chair, Mrs. Foster said two consultants in Performance Technology, Carol
Panza and Ed Schneider, will be working with the Borough Council and Borough staff to determine
ways that the council can help all of the staff work smarter, not harder.  A memo informing all
employees will go out tomorrow.
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Engineering, Technology & Public Works Committee Chair,  Mr. Rossi, discussed the Downtown
Development contract to be awarded March 24.  He said certain roads are to be milled and paved this
year. The Route 202/Quarry Road Project will begin April 1; project duration is two months.  Peters
Park will be worked on this summer utilizing some volunteer help.  The train station property is
rented for the next ten years and renovations are being done to enhance and improve it.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Senior van transportation program

Barbara Sutton, Van Driver, was present.  Mayor Honecker stated that the Borough Council has
received complaints regarding the driver, van operations, and proposed rules/regulations for the van,
notified Mrs. Sutton via a Rice letter, and that she has chosen to discuss these concerns in open
session.  Mrs. Foster, with a list of complaints in hand, mentioned three specific anonymous
complaints of excessive distances traveled, tipping and schedule preferences given to individuals.
Mr. McCrossan suggested this matter be tabled for future review by a smaller group which would
include Mrs. Sutton, and senior community and Council representatives.  The Borough Council
agreed. Mrs. Foster read a statement clarifying certain points and responding to comments in a
newspaper editorial regarding use of Chapter II fund balances raised to purchase the new vehicle.
Mayor Honecker opened the floor for public comment.  Those who spoke urged continued/ or
enhanced support for seniors, and included Sara Eich, Phyllis Anderson of Hill Street, Anthony
DelloRusso of Mine Mount Avenue, Edith Cavaluzzo and John Grof of Garibaldi Street.  Mr. Grof
is also a Lions Club member.   Mayor Honecker concluded with a statement that the Borough
Council is obligated to address related concerns filed with the Borough, all of which will be
discussed and hopefully resolved very soon.

Appointment of representative to the JIF

Mr. Rossi moved appointment of Edward  McDowell as representative to the Joint Insurance Fund.
The motion was seconded by Mr. Sooy and approved with six yes votes.

Cohen residence conservation easement

Mrs. Foster said the Planning Board recommends approval of the request for a deer fence in the
conservation easement at Lot 1.10 in Block 13, but reaffirms that no structures (walls, columns, etc.)
may  exist in the right of way or in the easement.  Mr. Pidgeon recommended the matter be decided
via a resolution at a future meeting, which would also allow additional time for public comment.
Mr. Rossi asked for clarification on the deer fence location.  Mr. Pidgeon will seek clarification for
Mr. Rossi, and prepare a resolution for consideration on March 10.
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Ten Towns Great Swamp Watershed Management membership

It was unanimously agreed to table discussion regarding the possibility of continued membership in
the Ten Towns group to the March 10 meeting.

Baseline Study for Tributary to Penn’s Brook

Mayor Honecker acknowledged for the public record a letter dated February 14, from Lou Palma,
School Board President, regarding their contribution of  $15,000.00 for a Hydrologic Baseline Study
for a Tributary to Penn’s Brook, to analyze existing condition in the stream and propose potential
resolutions.  The Great Swamp Watershed Association, concerned with impact of new development
along Route 202, has worked with the Board of Education and Borough engineering representatives
in this regard.  No action was taken.

Unger request at 8 Highview Avenue

Lou Matlack, Chair, Shade Tree Committee, forwarded this request from new residents at 8
Highview, who wish to replace, at their own expense, two trees planted by the committee.  Shade
Tree recommends among other things, that  approval  be  subject to Shade Tree approval of the
suggested replacement species, that transplanting of the two existing trees be done in early spring
while the trees are still dormant, and that $1,000 be posted in escrow.  Mr. Sooy moved to approve
this request, subject to Shade Tree Committee recommendations.   The motion was duly seconded
by Mrs. Foster and approved with six yes votes.

Recommendation for appointment of an Emergency Management volunteer

Police Chief Kevin Valentine provided background on Mr. Alt and urged his appointment.  Mrs.
Foster moved to appoint Mr. Robert Alt as an O.E.M. Volunteer and to assist the  Police Department
with other projects.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the public session.  With no comments or questions at this time, the open
session was closed.

CLOSED SESSION

It was moved and seconded to adjourn to an executive session to consider Personnel matters and

the Belcher property acquisition, and that the time when and circumstances under which the above

can be disclosed to the public is when the matters are finally resolved.  
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REOPEN

Mr. McCrossan moved to reopen the meeting.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was approved by
all present.  

Mr. Rossi moved that RESOLUTION #08-45 , REAPPOINTING THE MUNICIPAL COURT

JUDGE, listed herein by title, be hereby adopted.   Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was approved
with six yes votes.

ADJOURNMENT 

Mrs. Foster moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:15 p.m.  Mr. McCrossan seconded and the motion
was approved with six yes votes.  

_________________________________
Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
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