
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting

February 28, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.

A meeting of the Borough Council was called to order by Mayor Honecker at 7:00 p.m. on
Monday, February 28.  Present were Mayor Lee C. Honecker, Council Members Joseph
DeMarco, Charlotte J. Foster, Joseph Rossi, John McCrossan, Craig Lawrence and Kevin Sooy.   
Also present were Jack Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Ralph Maresca, Jr., Administrator & CMFO
and Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant Administrator.
 

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December
30, 2010.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.

PRESENTATIONS

Chief Valentine displayed the new Police Department website designed for them by Michael
D’Aleo of E-Redesigns of Bedminster.  The new and expanded site will be ready for public use
very soon.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Sooy moved approval of minutes of meetings held January 24 and February 14.  Mr.
DeMarco seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Ed Fimble of Mountain Top Road discussed
a snow plowing dilemma.  A new neighbor complained that Mr. Fimble pushes snow out of his
driveway, across the road, and onto the neighbors property/right-of-way (ROW), a practice he
said he has done for many years.  Mr. Pidgeon explained this is a private matter; the borough
cannot compel a neighbor to accept material from Mr. Fimble’s property.  

ORDINANCES

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #11-1582, AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING

THE PARKING IN BOROUGH PARKING LOTS OF VEHICLES HAVING A GROSS
VEHICLE WEIGHT OF MORE THAN 10,000 POUNDS.  Mrs. Foster moved to pass the
ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion.  Mr.
McCrossan discussed concerns and suggested that the ordinance be tabled pending further
review.   A roll call vote followed.  Council Members DeMarco, Foster, Rossi, McCrossan,
Lawrence and Sooy voted no (ordinance failed). 
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Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #11-1583, AN ORDINANCE EXPLICITLY

CREATING THE POSITION OF "CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER" AND
SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER 1 OR THE BOROUGH CODE
ENTITLED "GENERAL PROVISIONS".  Mr. Rossi moved to pass the ordinance on final
reading and adopt as published.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved upon a roll
call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mr. Rossi moved that #11-1584, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR IMPROVEMENT

OF VARIOUS ROADS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE
COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, AND MAKING AN APPROPRIATION OF
$215,000 THEREFOR CONSTITUTING PROCEEDS OF GRANTS, be introduced by title,
passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a
meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., March 28, 2011.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which was
approved with six yes votes.  

RESOLUTIONS

#11-43 REAPPOINTING THE MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE

#11-44 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#11-45 ACCEPTING $500 FROM EMPOWER SOMERSET

#11-46 AMENDING TEMPORARY BUDGET

#11-47 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#11-48 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#11-49 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE CERTIFICATION OF

COMPLETION OF PROJECT AND UNIT MONITORING IN (COAH)
CTM SYSTEM

Mr. DeMarco moved that Resolutions #11-43 through #11-49 be approved.  Mr. Sooy seconded
and the motion was approved upon a roll call vote:
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Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Following discussion, Mr. Rossi moved adoption of Resolution #11-50, APPROVING

RECREATION FEES.  Mr. McCrossan seconded the motion, which was approved upon a roll
call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Following discussion, it was agreed to table Resolution #11-51, APPOINTING CLASS II

SPECIAL POLICE OFFICERS, to the meeting on March 14.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeons’s report as of February 28 was received.

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Rossi reported that the Public Safety Committee will meet next week.

Mr. McCrossan reported that the Finance Committee is working on the municipal budget, and
met last week with Chief Valentine and Captain Perez to discuss Police Department requests. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday morning with the Recreation Committee and 
Public Works Department.  The Finance Committee will take all of the departments’ requests
into consideration as they work on the 2011 budget.

Mr. Sooy said that the Personnel Committee had no report.

Mr. DeMarco reported for the Engineering, Technology & Public Works Committee. The Old
Fort and Anderson Road project is now in the hands of the DOT and we are waiting for them to
sign off on the project.  A June or July start to the project is anticipated.

The Mullens Lane plan will be shared with the public at a meeting which may take place either
March 23 or March 30, when residents can review the plan options and make comments on the
designs.  Drafts of the different plans are currently available from John Macdowall for review. 
The various plans show the project with or without sidewalks, the effects of widening the road
and the removal of trees, etc.
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The sewer plant review has been completed by an outside company.  The plan shows the
proposed high priority capital improvements to the plant.  John Macdowall will get an idea of the
scope and pricing from an engineer.

Eastern Avenue, Tower Mountain Drive, Shadowbrook Court and the Ammerman lot are all
leftover projects from 2010 that will be completed this year.  They are already funded and ready
to be done.

Mr. Rossi inquired about the last house on Elmer Avenue and whether the wall was constructed
in the right of way.  Mr. DeMarco replied that they are in need of Mr. Pidgeon’s assistance on
another related matter first and that they are not quite that far into the issue at this time.

Mr. Rossi reported that he has noticed that some of the recently paved roads in town are already
in bad condition.  There are numerous potholes.  He stated that he has learned of another cold
patch product with different ingredients that holds up better in cold weather.  He will get samples
and product data sent to John Macdowall.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Audubon Request for Use of Parking Lot

There was consensus to approve the New Jersey Audubon request to use borough parking lots at
the pool, tennis courts and Polo Grounds on Saturday, May 7, to shuttle parkers to an event at the
Scherman Hoffman Wildlife Sanctuary, pending receipt of a certificate of insurance.  

Board of Adjustment Membership (Resignation of Renee Robertson)

Mr. DeMarco moved:

$ to appoint Edward English, currently Alternate #1, to replace Renee Robertson’s
unexpired term until December 31, 2011

$ to appoint Kate Lincoln, currently Alternate #3,  as Alternate #1, and

$ to appoint Jeff Salliard, currently Alternate #4, as Alternate #3.

Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion, which was approved by six yes votes.
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Upper Raritan Watershed Association (URWA) Membership

Mrs. Frawley, Chair of the Environmental Commission, provided a memo explaining how the
URWA helps local groups by providing maps and information helpful to them in considering
applications for development.  There was consensus to join at a cost of $100 for 2011.

Claremont and Mt. Airy Parking

This matter was carried to the March work meeting.

Public Officials & EPL Claim Reporting Procedures

The Suburban Municipal Joint Insurance Fund, of which Bernardsville is a member, placed
Public Officials and Employment Practices Liability insurance with XL Insurance, beginning
January 1, 2011.  Information on a new HELPLINE, and information on how to report new
claims was provided.  The Borough Council designated Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant
Administrator, and Ralph Maresca, Administrator/CMFO, as representatives with on line access
to the new system.  

Mailbox Replacement

Damage by a municipal vehicle to a mailbox at 4 Crownview Lane, valued at $1,044, was
discussed.  Mr. Rossi moved to authorize replacement.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion, which
was approved with six yes votes.

Correspondence   (None)

Last Minute Additions to the Agenda

Mrs. Foster advised that April 9 is E-Waste Day at the high school parking lot, and a clean up
day in the Borough will be discussed at the March 14 meeting.

Mayor Honecker advised that on this date the Bernardsville Postmaster reached out to borough

officials to request permission to locate a temporary trailer in the post office lot to
accommodate mail boxes during construction at the post office.  The postmaster was unable to
give details on the size of the trailer, and stressed that without this alternative post office boxes
would have to be closed.  The governing body gave consent for the trailer, and left decisions on
placement, etc., to the discretion of borough zoning and/or construction officials.

Ryan Weber, a Bernardsville resident and aspiring film writer, was given permission to film a

scene for "Mary Horror" on a sidewalk in Olcott Square.  He now, is requesting a second
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location for a scene to be filmed inside the library on Sunday, April 3 at 5:30 p.m., and he has
provided a certificate of insurance naming the borough as additional insured.  Mr. Sooy moved to
authorize this request, as discussed.  Mrs.  Foster seconded the motion, which was approved with
six yes votes.

Mayor Honecker advised that Somerset County is funding Municipal Shred dates during 2011,
and has grouped towns to work together for the project.  There are five towns in our group:
Bedminster, Far Hills, Peapack-Gladstone, Bernards and Bernardsville.  The dates are May 21
and October 8.  Details are being worked on now, and the Borough Clerk asked if Bernardsville
is willing to host the May 21 event?  The governing body agreed to do so, and the Borough Clerk
stated that she would notify the county with this info, in case they are still looking to schedule a
site in one of the five towns.  

OPEN SESSION

The Mayor opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments, the session was closed.

CLOSED SESSION

It was moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider The Downtown Project under

Pending or Anticipated Litigation and Property Acquisition, and that the time when and
circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally
resolved.  Mayor Honecker advised members of the public that no action is anticipated this
evening.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved at 10:15 p.m., seconded and approved by six yes votes.

_________________________
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