
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Agenda

March 9, 2009

A meeting of the Governing Body  was called to order by Mayor Lee Honecker at 7:00 p.m. on

Monday, March 9, 2009.  Present were Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte Foster, John McCrossan, Edward

McDowell, Joseph Rossi and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon,

Esquire, Ralph Maresca, Administrator & CMFO, and Anthony Suriano, Deputy Borough Clerk.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,

filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 6, 2009.

Mr. Pidgeon administered an Oath of Office for new police officers Walter Kelley and Daniel Buttel.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments, the open session was

closed.

Mayor Honecker said Terry Thompson mentioned that the Bernardsville Library is ranked first in

the state in its budget range, and highly rated in the nation (5th).

Mayor Honecker thanked David Neill for providing to the borough, pro bono, digital thermostats

with timers.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Resolutions

#09-59 AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF COIN OPERATED AMUSEMENT

DEVICE LICENSES

#09-60 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

#09-61 AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF THE YEAR 2009 MUNICIPAL

ALLIANCE GRANT UPDATE

#09-62 ACCEPTING DONATION

#09-63 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#09-64 AMENDING THE 2009 TEMPORARY BUDGET
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Mrs. Foster mentioned that in Resolution #09-61 the word "Township" should be changed to

"Borough".  Mr. Pidgeon said this change could be made administratively.  Mr. Rossi moved

adoption of #09-59 through #09-64.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved upon a call

of the roll:

Mr. DeMarco yes Mr. McDowell yes

Mrs. Foster yes Mr. Rossi yes

Mr. McCrossan yes Mr. Sooy yes

Tour of Bernardsville Bike Race

A representative from Liberty Cycle was present to discuss a proposed bike race in Bernardsville.

A straw poll was taken to determine if there was interest in this event and the results of the straw poll

were six yes votes.  Council decided to have the Public Safety Committee, Finance Committee and

Hurley Agency review this matter further.

Recreation Committee

Skip Orza, Janet Waite and Anthony Dello Russo were present from the Recreation Committee and

gave a presentation on fields.  Mr. Sooy made a motion to allow the Recreation Committee to

proceed with a letter of intent for a grant with the county to develop Chestnut and Upper Polo fields,

and said letter and report be subject to council review.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was

approved with six yes votes.

Senior Van operations

Discussion took place on hours, objectives and expenses of the senior van.  Mrs. Foster will follow

up with the Borough Clerk.

Procedures for administrative complaints/written directives

Council reviewed a draft ordinance on this topic.  Mr. Pidgeon will make revisions and prepare the

ordinance for introduction on the March 23rd agenda.

Procedures for addressing correspondence

It was directed that the Borough Clerk add a topic to future agendas entitled "correspondence".
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Request from Jessica Walker

Council supported the Recreation Committee’s recommendation not to allow Ms. Walker to carry

over her unused pool membership from 2008 and apply it to a 2009 membership.

Passaic River Coalition membership

Council took a vote on whether to join membership in the Passaic River Coalition.  It was decided

not to join with five no votes and one yes vote (DeMarco).

Steep slope ordinance

Council decided to remove paragraph "c", and place this ordinance on the March 23rd agenda for

introduction.

Response regarding sewer department hours of operation

Mr. McDowell moved to set the hours of operation in the Sewer Department from 6:30 a.m. to 3:00

p.m.  Mr. McCrossan seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

Policy Planning and Coordination of Energy Initiatives and Environmental Matters

Mrs. Foster mentioned Eric Stiles, who is a resident that could help in areas of Highlands, COAH,

and Sustainable NJ.  She asked Council to think about this topic and the possibility to meet with Mr.

Stiles about it.

Borough wide traffic study

Discussion took place on having a borough wide traffic study.  Mayor Honecker suggested

consulting with Hal Simoff of the Planning Board and Bob Brightly of Ferriero Engineering.  It was

decided to have the Public Safety Committee review this matter and to place it on the agenda for the

April work meeting.

Converse Consultants proposal regarding Belcher Property

Mrs. Foster moved that Mr. Pidgeon respond to Converse Consultant’s proposal to satisfy the latest

Green Acres requirements.  Mr. Rossi seconded at the motion was approved with six yes votes.
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Fire Company request to use Belcher Property for Search and Rescue Training

Mr. Pidgeon said there are Green Acres and environmental problems at this site.  Due to these

problems, council decided the Belcher Property not be used at this time.

CLOSED SESSION

Council Member McCrossan moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Contract

Negotiations, Property Acquisition and Personnel Matters, and that the time when and

circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally

resolved, and that further action this evening is anticipated.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion

was approved by six yes votes.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved at 10:45 p.m., duly seconded and unanimously approved.

_____________________________

DEPUTY BOROUGH CLERK
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