
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting

  March 12, 2007

A regular meeting of the Governing Body was called to order  by Mayor Lee Honecker   at  7:00 p.m. on Monday,  March 12,
2007.   Present  were  Denis  J.  Dooley  II,  Charlotte  J.  Foster,  Michael  Landau,  John  McCrossan,  and  Joseph  Rossi.   Also
present  were  John  R.  Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Ralph  Maresca,  Administrator/C.M.F.O.,  and  Sandra  G.  Jones,  Clerk/Assistant
Administrator.   Mikael Salovaara was absent.

A moment of silence was observed to honor and remember Estella Parsons,  wife of previous Mayor Jay Parsons,  who passed
away on March 11.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger, filed with the Municipal
Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 12, 2006.

OPEN SESSION

Valerie  Howes,  Trustee  with  the  Somerset  Hills  Education  Foundation,  asked   the  governing  body  to  reconsider  a  recent
decision to allow a banner for the Chili Cook off on March 24,  excluding  sponsor  names, and she explained  reasons for their
request.   Mr. Rossi moved to approve.   Messrs. Landau and Dooley discussed their objections to allowing advertising on the
banner.  Mr. McCrossan encouraged approval, and pointed out that a precedent was set last year when the very same banner,
including the sponsor names, was permitted.   Ed McDowell,  37  Old Army Road,  spoke  about  the event and commented that
all profit  is used to benefit the children of the community.   Mr. Rossi repeated  his  motion to allow the banner  to  hang  “with
sponsors  names”.   Mr.  McCrossan  seconded,  and  the  motion  was  approved  with  three  yes  votes.     Messrs.  Landau  and
Dooley voted no.  Mayor Honecker closed the public session.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Elected Officials’ Training Seminar

David Grubb, of the Suburban Municipal Joint Insurance Fund, presented the Fifth Annual Local Officials Risk Management
Training Program.  Mr. Grubb commented that it is believed that consistent involvement of senior management reduces lost
time accidents.  He said the JIF encourages its members, at least every two years, to update and distribute policies,  train
managerial personnel and offer anti-harassment training to all employees.  Most accidents, he said, occur in the Public Works,
Police and Fire/ First Aid departments.  Typically, those accidents involve lifting and slips and falls.  PEOSHA regulations and
requirements were discussed.  MEL Safety Institute courses were discussed as well as the Borough’s responsibility for training
and record keeping.  Quality of management is an important goal, and Police Department accreditation is recommended.  Mr.
Grubb discussed case law and various claims which have occurred throughout the state.  Statistically, he said that one of the
most dangerous jobs in municipal government right now is that of School Crossing Guard.  He discussed the reasons behind his
statement, and commented that new testing requirements for the position are currently under consideration.  As Mr. Grubb’s
presentation concluded, Mayor Honecker mentioned that the Borough’s excellent safety record continues, citing awards
recently presented for completion of the MEL JIF Safety Program for 2006.  

Resolutions

#07-60        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#07-61        APPROVING A PERSON-TO-PERSON TRANSFER OF A.B.C. LICENSE #1803-33-004-008



#07-62        APPOINTING PART-TIME SUBSTITUTE DISPATCHERS

#07-63        AMENDING TEMPORARY BUDGET

#07-64        CANCELING BALANCES IN CAPITAL ORDINANCES

Mr. Rossi moved that Resolutions #07-60 through #07-64 be approved.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was
approved as follows:

                Mr. Dooley                Yes                Mr. McCrossan        Yes
                Mrs. Foster                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Absent

Resolution #07-58, AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH NJDOT FOR USE OF BOROUGH POLICE DURING
U.S. ROUTE 202 CONSTRUCTION, was discussed.  Mr. Landau stated his concerns with a paragraph which reads,
“NJDOT shall pay the Borough for the officers’ time, but will not provide insurance coverage or indemnify and hold the
Borough harmless”, as private contractors and public utilities are normally required to do.    Mr. McCrossan commented that
while he prefers to use Bernardsville  officers because they know the local roads and can better help motorists, he agrees with
concerns about insurance liability.   Mr. Rossi moved that RESOLUTION #07-58, be adopted.  There was no second and
no vote.
                                                

Downtown Improvement Project

An item of business was added at this point in the meeting.  ORDINANCE (#07-1459) AMENDING BOND
ORDINANCE #03-1308 PROVIDING FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE DOWNTOWN AREA BY
APPROPRIATING AN ADDITIONAL $120,000 THEREFORE FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
FUND (BUT NOT INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF AUTHORIZED BONDS OR NOTES), was discussed.  Mr.
Landau distributed draft #4 of the ordinance and encouraged introduction a.s.a.p.  Mr. Pidgeon recommended that if
introduced, this latest version should then be reviewed by the bonding attorney.  Mr. Dooley moved that Ordinance #07-1459
be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting
beginning at 7:00 p.m., Monday, April 9.   Mr. Landau seconded and the motion was approved as follows:  

                Mr. Dooley                Yes                Mr. McCrossan        Yes
                Mrs. Foster                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Absent

        Council duties and responsibilities

Mr. Pidgeon briefly discussed his memo dated February 13, 2007,  regarding sections of state law and the Borough
Administrative Code, prepared  to assist the Borough Council in the performance of their duties and responsibilities.  Mayor
Honecker encouraged members to review said memo and then contact Mr. Pidgeon with questions, or for guidance as needed.
 

        Referendum on open space tax

A draft resolution proposing a change in the way open space taxes are used was discussed.  Various options were discussed,
including (1) increasing the tax and using the additional for maintenance and development of newly acquired open space; (2)
maintaining the tax at 2%, but using 25% for development and maintenance, and (3) maintaining the tax at 2% and allowing use
for development and maintenance at the Council’s discretion.   Mr. Pidgeon was directed to prepare another version for further
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discussion on April 9.  

        Community teamworks update

Tabled until April 9, or when new information is available. 

        Vacancies 

Tabled until April 9.  

        Overpayment of Sewer User Fees; Block 69, Lot 15

The Borough Clerk was directed to prepare a refund resolution for consideration on March 26. 
                                

        Relaxation of construction noise ordinance for 202 work

Mr. Dooley moved to approve this request from the Public Works Manager, as presented in a memo dated March 5, relative
to reconstruction of the Route 202 bridge at Twin Lakes, scheduled from June 18 to late August.  Route 202 will be closed
between Meeker Road and Lakeview Drive for the duration of the project, and the contractor is requesting an exception to the
ordinance regulations in order to use heavy equipment an hour longer each weekday, including Saturday, in an effort to shorten
the duration of the project.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.  

        Vacation of a portion of Tysley Street/RJR Developers

It was agreed to prepare an ordinance for consideration at the next meeting on March 26.
 
        HPAC presentation on March 13

Mayor Honecker asked who will attend the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee meeting March 13th at 7:30 p.m. in the
Library?  Mrs. Foster and Messrs. Rossi and Mr. McCrossan said they would attend.

2007 Budget

Mr. Landau mentioned that introduction is anticipated at the next meeting on March 26.   Two years ago a study into the
dispatch function was done.  At that time the borough was spending a quarter of a million dollars per year plus pension costs.
A state-of-the-art center for dispatchers was being formed at that time between Bernards Township and Long Hill Township
to consolidate services.  Because this is such a large item in the budget, Mr. Landau suggested forming a group to reopen and
investigate the possibility of joining them.  It was agreed that  Messrs. McCrossan, Landau and Mrs. Foster would investigate
the possibility of this shared service for the borough.

Recreation items

Mayor Honecker referenced letters from the Recreation Director relative to a Swim-a-thon at the municipal pool, dated March
3, and private and semi-private swim lessons, dated March 8.  After briefly discussing both, unanimous consent for the
Recreation Director to proceed, as presented, was given, but no official action was deemed to be necessary.    

189 Mine Brook

A March 7 memo from the Chairman of the Open Space Advisory Committee, regarding this property, now listed for sale, and
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the possibility of acquiring same for open space purposes, was discussed.  
CLOSED SESSION

Council Member Landau moved to adjourn to an executive session to  consider  property  acquisition  and  a  personnel  matter,
and that the time when and circumstances under which the above can be disclosed to the public is when the matters are  finally
resolved.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.

REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT

It was moved and seconded to reopen and adjourn the meeting at 11:00 p.m.  The motion was approved by all present.          
                     
                                                                ___________________________
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