
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

March 14, 2011

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 14.

Present were Council Members Joseph DeMarco, Joseph Rossi, Craig Lawrence and Kevin Sooy.

Also present were Ralph Maresca, Administrator/CMFO, Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant

Administrator and Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon, Esquire.    Council Members Charlotte Foster

and John McCrossan were absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,

filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 30, 2010.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.   Information on E-Waste Day was provided by

Bob Baker of the Borough Green Team.  He reported that a Green Resource Day at the library is also

being planned.  Hearing no further comments or questions, Mayor Honecker closed the meeting to

the public.

RESOLUTIONS

#11-51 APPOINTING CLASS II SPECIAL POLICE OFFICERS

#11-52 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR RENTAL OF SNACK BAR AND RIGHT

TO SELL FOOD/DRINK AT POOL

#11-53 APPROVING A DEDICATION BY RIDER FOR GENERAL TRUST FUNDS

#11-55 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#11-56 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#11-57 AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF JOHN CHISMAR, DISPATCHER

#11-58 APPROVING RECREATION FEES

#11-59 AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF ESCROW FEES

#11-60 AMENDING BUDGET IN CURRENT FUND

Mr. Sooy  moved that Resolutions #11-51 through #11-53 and #11-55 through  #11-60 be

approved.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved upon a roll call vote:
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Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes

Mrs. Foster Absent Mr. Rossi Yes

Mr. McCrossan Absent Mr. Sooy Yes

Resolution  #11-54, AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #5 TO THE CONTRACT FOR

OLCOTT SQUARE/ROUTE 202 STREETSCAPE PROJECT-FINAL QUANTITIES, was

discussed, then Mr. Lawrence moved adoption.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion and the

resolution was approved upon a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes

Mrs. Foster Absent Mr. Rossi Yes

Mr. McCrossan Absent Mr. Sooy Yes

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Elite Taxi (Authorization to Issue Certification)

Mr. Rossi moved to authorize the Borough Clerk to issue a certification to Elite Taxi, pursuant to

state regulations.  Mr. DeMarco seconded the motion, which passed with four yes votes. 

Appointments

Mayor Honecker appointed Robert Re as a Class I Member of the Planning Board.  

Mr. DeMarco moved to appoint Tom Diemar, Alternate #4 and Diane Kramer, Alternate #3 on

the Board of Adjustment.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion passed with four yes votes.

Mayor Honecker appointed Ted Dolan to the Recreation Committee.   Mr. Lawrence moved to

concur.  Mr. DeMarco seconded and the motion passed with four yes votes.

Mr. Rossi commented that he would like to see applicants for appointments screened by voting

district in the future.

Clean Up Day

Christine Zamarra discussed a proposal for a clean up day in the Borough.  Mr. Lawrence moved 

to approve April 9 as Bernardsville Borough Clean Up Day and to appoint Christine Zamarra to

coordinate the project.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which passed with four yes votes.
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Mullens Lane and Elmer Avenue

Mr. DeMarco reported that public notice was given for a meeting at 7:00 p.m. on March 23, to

discuss conceptual plans for roadway improvements on Mullens Lane between Childs Road and

Old Army Road.  Mr. Rossi objected to opening the project up for comment before Council has

had more opportunity to review plans and make preliminary decisions.  Mr. DeMarco explained

what the plans show; the concept already agreed to by Council, and he recommended that Mr.

Rossi review the plans on his own and bring his concerns to the meeting.

Elmer Avenue drainage, and options to remedy, was discussed.  Mr. Pidgeon said the preferred

route for a drainage pipe is through Petrozzo property.  If that route is to be used, an easement

would need to be negotiated, and an ordinance and appraisal would be required before an offer

could be made.   It was agreed that the Borough Attorney and Public Works Manager be granted

thirty days to negotiate with Mr. Petrozzo, but if no decision is reached in thirty days, another

path will be explored.

Summer Hours Program

Mr. DeMarco moved to allow the summer hours program from Memorial Day to Labor Day for

Borough employees who wish to participate.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion, which passed with

three yes votes.  Mr. Rossi voted no.

Towing Ordinance Revisions

Mr. Pidgeon explained that changes are proposed by the police department to bring the ordinance

into compliance with the Predatory Towing Act.  Some fees will be revised and better defined.  It

was agreed that introduction would be scheduled after Public Safety Committee Review.

Mayor’s Proclamations

The Mayor read proclamations for three Bernardsville residents named as "Outstanding Women

in Somerset County for 2011".  They are Barbara Long, Charlotte Fischer and Kate Lincoln.

Barbara Long

WHEREAS, Barbara Long, a Bernardsville resident, has been named a 2011 Outstanding
Woman in Somerset County.  Barbara has owned and operated a travel agency, Wabba Travel,
in Basking Ridge, New Jersey, for forty years, during which time she has guided Wabba from
handwriting travel tickets to establishing it as the first travel agency in the area to offer an
automated system of travel planning; and
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WHEREAS, over the course of forty years, Barbara introduced innovative programs through
Wabba to enrich her industry and remain consistence with market demands.  For six years,
Barbara ran a school for travel industry students, using Wabba’s offices as her classroom, her
aim being to teach students practical skills within the travel industry and not simply book skills.
The Wabba staff considered themselves not teaching professionals but rather professionals
teaching, placing ninety five percent of their graduates in employment; and

WHEREAS, to promote travel and tour operators, Wabba began a “Wednesday Night at the
Movies” program, whereby travel films were shown once a month and destination speakers were
introduced to enlighten audiences about exciting travel locations; and 

WHEREAS, to remain in keeping with changes in the travel marketplace, Wabba began a video
library for their customers and today has an extensive collection of video discs available for
those wishing to educate themselves on exciting and interesting travel destinations; and 

WHEREAS, over the last ten years, Barbara has used her background in art history to begin
specializing in art and architecture tours around the world.  With the assistance of a
professional art historian, Wabba provides unique travel itineraries to foreign and domestic
locales; and

WHEREAS, Barbara also focuses on local points of interest.  Wabba uses their yearly holiday
greeting to urge the public to patronize local museums and artists, and runs a nonprofit bus tour
featuring such “hidden gems” as the Maccullough Hall and Stickley’s Craftsman Farm, to name
but a few; and 

WHEREAS, Barbara has served on advisory boards with both Trans World Airlines and
Continental, is a Certified Travel Counselor and has received a Masters Degree in Travel and
Tourism from New York University.  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the
authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,
do hereby congratulate Barbara Long as an Outstanding Woman of Somerset County for 2011,
and proudly enter this proclamation into the public record of the Borough of Bernardsville on
March 14, 2011. 

Charlotte Francis Fischer

WHEREAS, Charlotte Francis Fischer, a Bernardsville resident, affectionately known to all as
"Fran" Fischer, has been named a 2011 Outstanding Woman in Somerset County; and 

WHEREAS, in early 1992, Fran, along with her husband, Jerry, became actively involved in
major fund-raising activities to provide seed money for a new library in Borough of
Bernardsville; and 
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WHEREAS, Fran put all her efforts behind the idea of new Library, even organizing a
telephone campaign in favor of the passage of a referendum proceeding with the Library’s
construction.  After several years of managing the fund-raising campaign, and with some $1.5
million having been raised over a five to six year period, the new library was completed and was
dedicated in the year 2000.  Since that time, the Bernardsville Library has received several
major library awards, ranking it first in the State of New Jersey and in the top ten, nationwide;
and

WHEREAS, a resident of Bernardsville for some fifty years, Fran’s community volunteer
activities have included being President of the Somerset Hills Adult School, Co-President of the
Friends of the Bernardsville Public Library, Co-President of the Bernardsville Home and School
Association, a member of the Bernardsville Garden Club, a volunteer on behalf of the Matheny
School and a member of the Morristown Junior Women’s Club assisting blind children; and 

WHEREAS, Fran at present continues to do volunteer work on behalf of her community as an
active member of the Friends of the Women’s Shelter and a member of the Bernardsville Open
Space Committee.   

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the
authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,
do hereby congratulate Charlotte Frances "Fran" Fischer as an Outstanding Woman of
Somerset County for 2011, and proudly enter this proclamation into the public record of the
Borough of Bernardsville on March 14, 2011. 

Kate Lincoln

WHEREAS, Kate Lincoln, a Bernardsville resident, has been named a 2011 Outstanding
Woman in Somerset County; and 

WHEREAS,  Kate has a full time practice in Classical Homeopathy, treating acute symptoms
such as otitis media, gastroenteritis, complaints of pregnancy and chronics such as bulimia, back
pain, recurring urinary tract infections, anxiety and tremors, in patients from six days old to
eighty six years of age; and

WHEREAS, Kate graduated from Smith College in Northhampton, Massachusetts and obtained
her degree in homeopathy from the Five Elements School of Homeopathy in 1996.  From 2000-
2006, she engaged in post-graduate studies at the Hahnmann Instituut Nederlands, The Hague,
Netherlands, in areas of theory, clinical approaches, posology, follow-up care and investigated
new remedies with world-renowned Alize Timmerman, and has studied in seminars with other
world-renowned homeopaths such as Frans Vermuelen, Roger van Zandvroot, Andre Sane and
A.U. Ramakrishnan; and

WHEREAS, Kate has spoken to numerous audiences, lay and health professional alike, about
the benefits of homeopathy, including an engagement on “Creating Your Own Homeopathic
First Aid Kit” at the Atlantic Health Systems’ conference for physicians and nurses, Integrative
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Pediatrics, A Fresh Look, in September 2010; and has a column in “Chapter II” a periodical
sent to Somerset County Seniors; and 

WHEREAS, Kate is a member of the Bernardsville Garden Club, Friends of the Shelter, has
applied for membership in the Bernardsville Fire Company No. 1 Rescue Squad and is a
volunteer at the Bernardsville Public Library.  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the
authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,
do hereby congratulate Kate Lincoln as an Outstanding Woman of Somerset County for 2011,
and proudly enter this proclamation into the public record of the Borough of Bernardsville on
March 14, 2011. 

Little League Donation of Storage Shed

The Mayor requested that contact information and specific dates be provided on future donation
forms.  Mr. Sooy moved approval of this donation of a storage shed to be used at the Kiwanis
Park.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which passed with four yes votes.

Friends for a Greener Bernardsville (Request for Flower Pots)

Mr. Sooy explained that the group is proposing to display seven cement flower pots in the
downtown area.  Mr. Rossi moved to approve the request, with display time not to exceed April
15 to October 31.  Mr. DeMarco seconded the motion, which passed with four yes votes.

Correspondence

Mayor Honecker acknowledged receipt of a letter dated March 8, regarding a Gran Fondo bicycle
event, to be held Sunday, August 28, 2011, starting and finishing at the Morristown Green, but
passing through Morris, Somerset and Hunterdon Counties.  Copies of the letter will be
circulated to Council Members and if necessary, further discussion will be scheduled for a future
meeting.

CLOSED SESSION

Council Member Lawrence moved to adjourn to executive session to consider Personnel
(Library Personnel) and Pending or Anticipated Litigation (Downtown Project), and that the
time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when they
are finally resolved.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was approved with four yes votes. 
Some action is anticipated.

REOPEN/ADJOURNMENT

Moved, seconded, and approved with four yes votes to reopen the meeting to the public.
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Mr. DeMarco moved to approve Resolution #11-61, ACCEPTING DOWNTOWN
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING FINAL PAYMENT TO NOVA
CRETE.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion, which passed with three yes votes.  Mr. Rossi
voted no.

With no further business, it was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m.  The
motion was approved unanimously.

________________________
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