
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Agenda

March 23, 2009

The meeting of the Governing Body  was called to order by Mayor Lee Honecker  at 7:00 p.m. on
Monday, March 23, 2009.  Present were Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte Foster, John McCrossan,
Edward McDowell, Joseph Rossi and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were Borough Attorney John R.
Pidgeon, Esquire, and Anthony Suriano, Deputy Borough Clerk, and  Ralph Maresca, Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 6, 2009.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - recited by all present

PRESENTATIONS 

Mayor Honecker read proclamations honoring Laura Dominguez who was named a top youth
volunteer by The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards and Paul Becker for his years of voluntary
service to the Borough of Bernardsville.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mrs. Foster moved to accept the minutes of the meetings held on February 23, March 4, March 9 and

March 16 (Messrs. Sooy & Rossi were absent).  Mr. McDowell seconded and the motion was
approved with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the public session.  With no comments or questions from the public, Mayor
Honecker closed the public session.

ORDINANCES

Mr. McCrossan moved that #09-1506, CONCERNING THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF

COUNCIL AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING THE BOROUGH
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE AS SET FORTH IN CHAPTER II OF THE BOROUGH CODE,
be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing

be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., April 27, 2009.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the
motion was approved with six yes votes.

Mrs. Foster  moved that #09-1508, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS FROM THE

SURFACE DISTURBANCE (STEEP SLOPE) PROVISIONS, be introduced by title, passed on
first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting
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beginning at 7:00 p.m., April 27, 2009.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was approved with six
yes votes.

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #09-1505, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING

TRAFFIC REGULATIONS AT THE POLO GROUNDS AND BOROUGH POOL AND
SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VIII OF THE BOROUGH CODE
ENTITLED "PARKING LOTS AND OFF-STREET PARKING".  Hearing no comments or
questions from the public, Mayor Honecker closed the public hearing.  Mrs. Foster moved to pass
this ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was
approved by the following roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #09-1507, ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE

MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK.
Hearing no comments or questions, Mayor Honecker closed the public hearing.  Mr. DeMarco
moved to pass this ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. McDowell seconded and
the motion was approved by the following roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

RESOLUTIONS

#09-65 AUTHORIZING 2009 TAX REFUNDS

#09-66 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#09-67 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS*

#09-68 APPROVING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#09-71 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR RENTAL OF THE SNACK BAR AND
RIGHTS TO SELL FOOD AND DRINK AT THE POOL
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#09-72 AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 TO CONTRACT WITH
SCHIFANO CONSTRUCTION FOR MT. HARMONY ROAD
IMPROVEMENTS

#09-73 AUTHORIZING BOROUGH ATTORNEY TO FILE ANSWER IN THE
MATTER OF TIMCHULA AND REGAN V. BOROUGH PLANNING BOARD
AND COUNCIL AT DOCKET NO. SOM-L-223-09

#09-74 AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT EXCEEDING $1,031,800 BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mr. Sooy moved that Resolutions #09-65 thru #09-68 and #09-71 thru #09-74 be approved.  Mr.
Rossi seconded and the motion was approved upon the following call of the roll:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

*(Note: following this meeting, a typo in Resolution #09-67 was corrected as follows:)
(2008) Police - S&W $10,000 (instead of $5,000)
(2008) Admin. & Exec. OE $  5,000 (instead of $10,000)

Other Resolutions

Mr. McCrossan asked about the temporary budget amount in Resolution #09-69 of approximately
two million dollars and Mr. Maresca answered that it is needed to operate in the months of April and
May.  Mr. McCrossan asked what balances are being canceled in Resolution #09-70. Mr. Maresca
said one was for furniture, another for work at the train station, and the third was for repairs to the

public works building.  Mr. McDowell moved that RESOLUTION #09-69, AUTHORIZING

EMERGENCY TEMPORARY BUDGET FOR APRIL AND MAY OF 2009 and
RESOLUTION #09-70, CANCELING BALANCES IN CAPITAL ORDINANCES, listed
herein by titles, be hereby adopted.  Mr. McCrossan seconded and the motion was approved by the
following roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes
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REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report was reviewed and certain matters will be discussed in executive session.

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety - Mr. Rossi said the committee will have a meeting this week.  

Finance - Mr. McCrossan said the committee has met extensively and the fifth version of the budget
has been produced.  Introduction is scheduled for April 13th, barring any unforseen circumstances.
The school board is scheduled to appear before council on April 13th.  Mr. McCrossan suggested a
meeting with the school board before the April 13th council meeting to discuss how they arrived at
our tax levy.  Mayor Honecker suggested Mr. McCrossan meet with Mr. Baker, a school board
member, to discuss the budget.  Mayor Honecker said that Mr. McCrossan could meet with Mr.
Baker before April 13th and report his findings to council.

Mr. Maresca said the current bill list does  not include payments that need to be made to PERS and
PFRS.  These bills came in after the bill list was printed and are due April 1st.  Mr. Rossi moved to
approve the addition of these two payments to the bill list.  Mr. McCrossan seconded and the motion
was approved by the following roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Personnel -  Mr. Sooy said that cross training, job descriptions and recommendations made by
consultants are all being reviewed by the committee.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works - Mr. McDowell said the capital budget for 2009 is being
reviewed.  A meeting will be scheduled next month to review future for road work/projects.  An
ordinance will be ready for introduction at the next meeting for library lighting.  Lighting for the
Ammerman lot is being reviewed.  The punchlist for the downtown project is being worked on and
should be completed by the summer.  The punchlist for the Olcott project is being completed as well.
Trees are being planted downtown and will be watered using "gator bags".  John Macdowall is
looking into replacement of a guardrail that was hit in an accident on Pill Hill Road.  An engineering
study of the train station needs to be worked on and John Macdowall will discuss this topic with
Ferriero Engineering.  Mr. DeMarco spoke about a Welcome To Bernardsville sign designed by The
Great American Sign Company in Basking Ridge.  They have designed signs for us in the past and
were able to draft specs and in a few weeks we should have markups and drawings for a proposed
sign.
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Quarterly Reports

Cable TV - Mr. Rossi asked if anyone has heard of complaints about Comcast.  No complaints or
issues were mentioned.  Verizon has local channel capability.  Linda Kragie, Shadowbrook Court,
said the school is looking into having access to Verizon for public meetings.  Janet Waite asked what
streets have Verizon cable.  Old Army Road and Old Colony Road were mentioned. 

Town and School - Nothing new to report

Board of Health - Mr. McDowell said the Board of Health is meeting at the new time of 6:30 p.m.

Environmental Commission - Mr. DeMarco said at their last meeting a consultant gave a
presentation on our environmental resource inventory.   It is a complete inventory based upon where
our wetlands, streams and protected areas for red hawks and box turtles are.  It is something that can
be put on the website and used as a tool.  

Information Systems - Mr. McDowell said the new phone system should be in place by the end of
April.  Mr. McCrossan said an IT strategy is needed, possibly a part-time person to handle IT
matters.  Mayor Honecker said the Information Systems committee should come up with strategy.

Open Space Committee - Mrs. Foster said the committee will meet on April 15th.  

Planning Board - Mrs. Foster said the board is reviewing whether or not to opt into the Highlands.
Ordinances regarding walls and fences are being reviewed.  ShopRite has offered to install a
retention system where the Thirsty Turtle restaurant stands and will not increase impervious surface.
The Highlands are working on Module 3.

Recreation Committee - A letter to Somerset County regarding a grant for fields was distributed to
Council.  Mr. DelloRusso, Recreation Committee member, spoke about the need to submit the letter
to the county so Bernardsville can be considered for grant money.  Mayor Honecker said the county
has given out its money from this grant for 2009, but it is a rolling grant, so money will be available
in 2010.  Council will review the letter for the county that was distributed at this meeting.  Mr.
McCrossan will gather all comments from council and relay them to the Recreation Committee and
report back to Council on April 13th.  

Shade Tree Advisory Committee - Mr. Sooy said the committee discussed assisting with
maintenance and monitoring of the watering of the new trees planted.  He said they recommended
negotiating maintenance with potential vendors.  A possible project for 2009 is an updated tree
inventory list.  Term limits for members of Shade Tree are being discussed.  There has been a
significant drop in applications for tree cutting permits.  
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At this point, Mayor Honecker asked to skip forward to#11E on the agenda - Tree Cutting Request
at 38 Dayton Crescent. Brian Glynn, owner of 38 Dayton Crescent, was present.  Mr. DeMarco
moved to give relief of the Planning Board’s recommendation and to give permission to remove a
24" Walnut tree located behind, and very close to the proposed house and to instead save an
apparently healthy 18"-20" Walnut tree in front of the proposed house.  This would be done by
moving the garage and driveway from the right/South side to the left/North side of the property. It
was also noted, that at least one member of the Shade Tree Committee and Mr. Mondok believed
the solution to be reasonable.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion. A voice vote was taken, and the
motion passed with five yes votes. Mr. McCrossan abstained.

Historic Preservation Advisory Committee -  The committee would like permission from the council
to fund raise for a roof tarp, gutter cleaning and repair on the older building at the Belcher property.
They would like to arrange a volunteer cleanup to remove the stockade fence, cut down the weed
trees, mow and rake.  They would like to fund raise to get the property on the list of federal and state
registers of historic places.  Next month quotes for tarp and gutter cleaning work will be presented
to council.  Mr. Pidgeon said we could fund raise, but no work should be done on this property
before hearing from Converse Consultants.

Insurance - Mr. McDowell spoke about the JIF Award Breakfast at Somerset Hills Hotel in March.
The Borough received recognition and awards and Mr. McDowell commented that we do a good job
running a safe workplace.

Housing Committee - Mr. Sooy said a standard complaint form must be developed and he would like
residents to have the ability to input complaints on the borough website.

Library Board of Trustees - Mr. McCrossan said the decrease in valuation of 5.4% will result in
budget constraints.  Having more fund raising could be a solution.  A way to source funds for library
lighting has been found.  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Correspondence (Letter from Mrs. Frawley  re open space funding request for fields) &  County

open space grant (Plans/recommendations regarding fields & letter from Recreation for approval
by Council) - were discussed earlier in the meeting with the Recreation Committee report.

Tree Request/38 Dayton Crescent - This item was discussed earlier in the meeting with the Shade
Tree Committee report. 
 

Chili Cook-Off Banner Request - Jill Cannan from the Somerset Hills Education Foundation
asked permission to display a four by ten foot banner on the brick exterior of 1-3 Olcott Square from
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April 4 to April 26.  The purpose of the sign is thank the corporate and individual sponsors of the
2009 Chili Cook-Off.  Mr.  Rossi moved to approve the  request.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion
was approved with six yes votes.

Train Station Hanging Basket Proposal - Ann Petersen asked permission to hang eight planted
baskets along the front and two sides of the train station.  They would be installed around Memorial
Day.  Mr. McCrossan said Mr. Patel asked to have the building power washed which should be done
before any plants are hung.  Mr. Pidgeon said he offers no objections as long as the plants do not
interfere with the function of railroad station or the subtenant .  The motion to allow the baskets was
made by Mr. Sooy, seconded by Mr. Rossi and approved by all present.

Walk-a-thon - Samantha Rizzuto, a sixth grade student, asked permission to hold a walk-a-thon for
the Micah’s Bikes Organization, which raises money to purchase adaptable bicycles for handicapped
children.  The walking route would start at the pavilion next to the tennis courts behind Bedwell
Elementary School and loop around the elementary school four times.  The event would be
scheduled for Saturday, May 9, 2009 from 9:30 to 11:00 for the walk.  Mr. Sooy moved that
approval for this event will be given subject to consent from the Board of Education.  Mrs. Foster
seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.  Mayor Honecker directed the Deputy
Clerk to inform Ms. Rizzuto to seek Board of Education approval.

Fire Department Annual Family Picnic - The Fire Company has requested use of the borough pool
to hold their annual family picnic on September 12th from 12:00pm to 8:00pm.  They also requested
issuance of a one day alcohol permit to used on that day.  Mr. McCrossan moved to approve this
request.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.  A certificate of
insurance and hold harmless agreement must be submitted by the Bernardsville Fire Company.

Fire Department Parking Lot Fund Raiser - The Fire Company has requested permission to
utilize the Bernardsville Train Station to park cars on the day of the Far Hills Races on October 17th.
Mr. McCrossan moved to approve this request.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was approved
with six yes votes.  A certificate of insurance and hold harmless agreement must be submitted by the
Bernardsville Fire Company.

HPAC Concerning Belcher Property - This item was discussed earlier in the meeting with the
HPAC  report. 

Mayor Honecker reported having received a telephone call from an 85 year old resident on Anderson

Hill Road complaining that he filled a basket full of trash from the roadside.  The matter has been
turned over to Public Works.
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OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the public session.  With no comments or questions from the public, Mayor
Honecker closed the public session.

CLOSED SESSION

Council Member McDowell moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider the matters set
forth below, and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to
the public is when they are finally resolved:

Contract matters; All bargaining groups
Pending or Anticipated Litigation: Bernardsville Center versus NJDOT

Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was approved by all members.

REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT

It was moved and seconded to reopen the meeting to the public.  The motion passed with six yes
votes.  It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 10:30pm.  The motion passed with six
yes votes.

______________________________
Anthony Suriano, Deputy Borough Clerk

keywords: youth-administrative-code-steep-slope-pool-traffic-cap-bank-budget-bond-mount-harmony-snack-bar-fields-grant-signs-tree-belcher

BC032309.min


