
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

March 26, 2012

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council
Members John F. Farrell, Charlotte J. Foster,  Craig Lawrence, John McCrossan and Joseph
Rossi.  Kevin Sooy was absent.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Ralph A.
Maresca, Jr., Administrator/CMFO, and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant
Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Honecker announced that notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News,
Courier News and the Star Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal
Bulletin Board on January 4, 2012.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Honecker read Proclamations honoring four Bernardsville residents chosen as 2012
Outstanding Women in Somerset County:

Katie Meyler

WHEREAS, Katie Meyler, a Bernardsville resident, has been named a 2012 Outstanding

Woman in Somerset County; and 

WHEREAS, Katie founded the charitable organization More Than Me, whose goal is assisting

impoverished children throughout the world and bringing awareness to their plight; and

WHEREAS, Katie spends her time in Liberia helping young girls especially with their education

tuition, uniforms, and school supplies; and

WHEREAS. Katie graduated from Bernards High School, where she holds the school record in

community service hours attained (500), attended Raritan Valley Community College and went

on to obtain her degree in Culture and Religion from North Central University in Minneapolis.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the

authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,

do hereby congratulate Katie Meyler as an Outstanding Woman of Somerset County for 2012,

and proudly enter this proclamation into the public record of the Borough of Bernardsville on

March 22, 2012. 
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Diana Kramer

WHEREAS, Dr. Diana Kramer, a Bernardsville resident, has been named a 2012 Outstanding

Woman in Somerset County; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Kramer is truly a self-made woman who, by diligence and knowledge, founded

her own company, Kramer Consulting Solutions, Inc. over 25 years ago.   Her firm specializes in

developing and implementing competency models for many companies, including many Fortune

500 corporations; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Kramer is a leading guest speaker and has contributed to numerous books and

papers in the field of human performance.  She received her Ph.D. from Fordham University;

and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Kramer currently serves on the Bernardsville Zoning Board of Adjustment and

volunteers much of her time and service to The Friends for a Greener Bernardsville. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the

authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,

do hereby congratulate Diana Kramer as an Outstanding Woman of Somerset County for 2012,

and proudly enter this proclamation into the public record of the Borough of Bernardsville on

March 22, 2012. 

Debbie Kirsch

WHEREAS, Debbie Kirsch, a Bernardsville resident, has been named a 2012 Outstanding

Woman in Somerset County; and 

WHEREAS, Debbie is the president of Hexagon Players of Mendham, a nonprofit, local

community theater group founded in 1970 and devoted to providing high quality theater to the

residents of Mendham and its surrounding communities.  Hexagon Players is a member of both

the New Jersey Association of Community Players and the Tri-County Community Theater

Organization, and  has staged over eighty  productions during its 32-year history; and

WHEREAS, an avid lover of the theater arts, Debbie also devotes her time and endless energy

to producing and directing the Mendham Middle School musical each and every year.  Her spirit

and dedication to the theater is inspiring to all who have met her.  For these reasons, Debbie is 

an outstanding Somerset County woman in the area of arts and entertainment.    

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the

authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,

do hereby congratulate Debbie Kirsch as an Outstanding Woman of Somerset County for 2012,
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and proudly enter this proclamation into the public record of the Borough of Bernardsville on

March 22, 2012. 

Sherry Frawley

WHEREAS, Sherry Frawley, a Bernardsville resident, has been named a 2012 Outstanding

Woman in Somerset County; and 

WHEREAS, Sherry has been a member of the Bernardsville Environmental Commission since

1991 and its chair since 2001; and 

WHEREAS, Sherry continually makes the community environmentally aware with her

knowledge of environmental resources, such as Grade 1 waterways, protected species habitat,

and tributaries of the Upper Raritan and Passaic Rivers; and

WHEREAS, being an extremely modest individual, Sherry has long been applauded by her

community for her ability to remain open-minded, proactive, and helpful.  She knows how to

maintain the balance between the inevitable pressures of development and the importance of

protecting natural resources.  As a passionate and thorough investigator, Sherry is a woman

who constantly educates herself and serves her community.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the

authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,

do hereby congratulate Sherry Frawley as an Outstanding Woman of Somerset County for 2012,

and proudly enter this proclamation into the public record of the Borough of Bernardsville on

March 22, 2012. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Lawrence moved approval of minutes of meetings held February 27 and March 12.  Mr.
Farrell seconded the motion, which was adopted with five yes votes. 

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public for items not listed on the agenda.  Pat
McFadden, Chair, Open Space Advisory Committee asked if there has been a decision on an
agreement with Michael Catania?  Mayor Honecker said a potential agreement with Mr. Catania
will be discussed when all open space recommendations have been received.

Geri Rossman, Claremont Road resident, asked questions and discussed the approval process for
new businesses.  She expressed concern about "traffic and smells" which will impact her area
from the bakery which has obtained permission to operate at 27 Mine Mount Road, and she
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asked that her concerns regarding mixed uses be considered during the next Master Plan review. 
Mayor Honecker closed the open session.

ORDINANCES 

Mayor Honecker opened public hearing on #12-1601, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING

PARKING RESTRICTIONS ON OLCOTT AVENUE AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII
OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "TRAFFIC".  Jeff DeLeo, Mine Mount Road
resident, asked for more information and was advised that the amendment prohibits parking on
the south side of Olcott Avenue near the Highview Avenue intersection, to improve line of sight.
Hearing no further questions, the hearing was closed.  Mr. Farrell moved to pass the ordinance on
final reading and adopt as published.  Mrs. Foster seconded; call of the roll followed.  Members
Farrell, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan and Rossi voted yes.  

Mayor Honecker opened public hearing on #12-1603, AN ORDINANCE CREATING THE

POSITION OF PURCHASING OFFICER AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER II OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "ADMINISTRATION".  Hearing
no comments or questions, the Mayor closed the hearing.  Mr. Lawrence moved to pass on final
reading and adopt as published.  Mr. McCrossan seconded; call of the roll followed.   Members
Farrell, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan and Rossi voted yes.
 

Mayor Honecker opened public hearing on #12-1604, AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE

MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP
BANK.  Hearing no comments or questions, the Mayor closed the hearing.  Mr. Lawrence moved
to pass on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. McCrossan seconded; a call of the roll
followed.  Members Farrell, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan and Rossi voted yes.

Mayor Honecker opened public hearing on #12-1605, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN

APPROPRIATION OF $70,000 FROM THE CAPITAL FUND BALANCE FOR
DOWNTOWN PROJECT IMPROVEMENTS.  Hearing no comments or questions from the
public, the Mayor closed the hearing.  Mr. Lawrence moved to pass on final reading and adopt as
published.  Mrs. Foster seconded; a call of the roll followed.  Members Farrell, Foster, Lawrence,
McCrossan and Rossi voted yes.

RESOLUTIONS

#12-60 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
RESPONSE TEAM AFFILIATION AGREEMENT

#12-61 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #11-
00015, BLOCK 104, LOT 4, 16 MINE AVENUE, BERNARDSVILLE, NJ
07924, FERNANDEZ, NESTOR & NORA E.
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#12-62 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE CERTIFICATION OF
AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND MONITORING IN CTM
(COAH TRACKING & MONITORING) SYSTEM

#12-63 ACCEPTING A DONATION

#12-64 AUTHORIZING REFUNDS

#12-65 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR DOWNTOWN CROSSWALK
REPLACEMENT

#12-66 ADOPTING AN EMERGENCY TEMPORARY BUDGET FOR APRIL
AND MAY, 2012

#12-67 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#12-68 ADOPTING SECTION 125 CAFETERIA PLAN

#12-69 APPOINTING PURCHASING AGENT

#12-70 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#12-71 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN FIRE COMPANY

Resolutions #12-60, 63, 67 and 72 were held for discussion.  Mr. Lawrence moved approval of
Resolutions #61, 62, 64, 65, 66, 68, 69, 70 and 71.  Mrs. Foster seconded; a roll call followed. 
Members Farrell, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan and Rossi voted yes.  

#12-72 APPROVING 2012 BUDGET UPON INTRODUCTION

Mr. McCrossan, Finance Chair, summarized the budget.  He said the total general appropriation
is $11,101,154.  The total for anticipated revenues is $3,812, 825.  The amount to be raised by
taxation, which is the difference between the total appropriations and the anticipated revenues, is
$8,903,847, or 1.97%, an increase of about $172,000 over 2011.  There is a new requirement to
show, on tax bills,  local municipal taxes ($8,083,632) separately from the library tax ($820,215). 
The 2012 net taxable valuations are $2,272,141,263.  In 2011 the net taxable valuations were
$2,339,973,917.  That represents a decrease in valuations for 2012 of $67,832,654. The 2012 tax
rate will increase .05 cents over 2011.  The decrease in valuations represents .03 cents and the tax
increase is .02 cents.  On  $100,000 of valuation the tax increase is $5.   There are no anticipated
revenues in 2012 that will be at risk in 2013.  There are no one time cost reductions that will not
be available in 2013.  The anticipated 2013 appropriations are anticipated to be reasonable
projections over 2012.  There are no known or anticipated imbalances in the 2012 budget that
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will affect the 2013 budget.  The increase to cost in employee health care insurance, pension
contributions or debt service expenses were actually less this year than they were in 2011.  The
capital investment program was raised to $925,000 this year with no affect on tax increases. 
There has been an increase in sewer fees this year to provide for capital investments to maintain a
reliable plant operation starting in 2012.  

The highlights of the capital portion ($925,000 total) are $575,000 for road repairs and purchase
of a new dump truck for public works.  For police communications and OEM we are going to
add a pick up truck, purchase some hardware, software, some communications equipment,
cameras, emergency equipment, radios, general equipment replacements, we are setting up a
shelter for OEM, emergency transportation equipment, and a back up generator for a cost of
$233,000.  For the Fire Company, we are going to purchase $40,000 of miscellaneous equipment
replacements.  For administration, $40,000 is earmarked for office equipment and renovations to
the infrastructure.  

The increase of 1.97% was done without exemptions, no employee furloughs, no decrease in
services.  Instead, where possible, functions have been out sourced, and internally staff/functions
have been reorganized without loss of productivity.  The budget funds a part time IT person and a
new web site.  The library allocation is the same as 2011 although there is a decrease in the
statutory amount required.  The capital improvement fund includes $100,000 for down payment
on bond anticipation notes for small capital projects.  Added revenues include $100,000 for a
grant that we are going to get and apply against the reduction of debt.

Mr. McCrossan congratulated the Borough Council, Mayor, Borough Administrator, Auditor
John Cassells, and the Finance Committee for their support and help with the budget. He said, "I
think we have a good product here and we’re delivering a very stable tax to the borough."  Mayor
Honecker thanked John McCrossan, the Finance Committee and the Administrator, and
commented "What it (the budget) basically means is we are living within our means, we’re not
dropping services, and we are keeping it below the 2% cap, which is pretty amazing."   

Mr. McCrossan moved adoption of Resolution #12-72, APPROVING 2012 BUDGET UPON

INTRODUCTION (Sheet 2 of Budget document).  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion; a call of
the roll followed.  Members Farrell, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan and Rossi voted yes.  Mr.
Sooy was absent. 

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s confidential report as of March 20, 2012 was received.
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COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety

Mr. Rossi reported that applications have been received for openings in the Police Department. 
Review of same and interviews to hire will commence as soon as possible. 

Finance & Personnel (no report here)

Engineering, Technology & Public Works

Mr. Lawrence reported that Dryden Road and Old Army drainage bids will be due May 9.  Test
pits have been dug on Anderson Road for the Elmer Avenue project, with good results.  Pond
work is expected to resume around April 2.  Old Fort and Anderson work will begin at the end of
April or first week of May.  Additional information has been requested on RBA’s study of
Mullens Lane.  RBA’s review of the turf field project has been received.  Their initial thought is
that it is not practical to realign the field configuration.   Engineering cost to lay out Upper Polo
is about $56,000, including any DEP permits which may be required.  A contract for downtown
crosswalk replacement has been awarded and it is anticipated the work will be done in concert
with paving on Old Fort.  The Claremont bridge project is being prepared to obtain bids.  Post
Kennel drainage work has stalled.  Good weather has allowed the Road Department to get a head
start on filling pot holes.  Another meeting with Somerset County regarding the Mt. Airy
retaining walls was held.  The project is not funded for 2012, but should be done during 2012.  A
DOT Municipal Aid Grant in the amount of $185,000 was obtained for drainage and paving on
Round Top Road.  

Discussion: Mr. Rossi recommended that when the Mt. Airy project is done by Somerset County,
the borough push for sidewalks on both sides, from South Street to Pill Hill Road, gas line
installation (by the power company) and that the borough install dry lines for sewer.  Mayor
Honecker asked the Public Works Manager to explore these possibilities.  

Cable TV and Information Systems

Mr. Rossi commented that $25,000 has been provided in the budget for an IT person.  The web
site is being redesigned.  The Borough Clerk was directed to ask that the new site go live on
April 1st, if possible.

Board of Health

Mr. Lawrence said there was no meeting this month; nothing to report.
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Environmental Commission

Mayor Honecker read a written report of activities during the first quarter of 2012.  A draft
ordinance creating a well pump test requirement for Bernardsville has been prepared; same will
be presented to Council for consideration.  The Commission has requested an opportunity to
meet with the Planning Board to persuade them to include the 2010 Environmental Resources
Inventory in the Master Plan.  Recommendations for acquisition and improvements through
Open Space Taxes have been provided to Borough Council.  Members attended meetings and
field walks with Old Colony residents and school officials regarding excess water issues and
potential drainage projects at the lower baseball field and track areas.  Three members attended
workshops sponsored by the New Jersey Conservation Foundation.  Land use applications, as
referred by Zoning and Planning Boards, are reviewed and hearings attended.  The Commission
continues its support of Sustainable Jersey’s Deer Management Program.  A Commission
member participates in the Shade Tree committee’s community tree planting efforts.   

Sustainable Jersey, Open Space & Planning Board

For Sustainable Jersey, Mrs. Foster encouraged all to explore bernardsvillegoesgreen.org. and
she said the Green Challenge project needs 12 more homes to participate in Bernardsville.  For
the Open Space Advisory Committee, Mrs. Foster said the committee favors an agreement with
Michael Catania for assistance with the program.  Mayor Honecker asked that open space issues
be included on the April 9th work meeting agenda.  Mrs. Foster said the Planning Board continues
work on development applications, and she thanked the Bernardsville News for their recent
editorial about work done by the boards.        

Recreation

Mr. McCrossan said the Committee is waiting for a decision regarding turf for the Upper Polo
field.  

Shade Tree (Mr. Sooy was absent; no report.)

HPAC

Mrs. Foster said HPAC will apply for another grant for emergency roof repairs to the main barn
of the stone building roof.  Proposals have been requested for a historic structure report.  The
home at 18 Olcott Avenue will be nominated for a historic restoration award.  Tarps have been
applied to roofs at Dunster Squibb, and the committee thanks the Road Department for their
assistance.  Mr.  Rossi asked for a report of grant funds received for Dunster Squibb, what has
been spent on projects thus far, and showing plans for proposed future projects?  Mrs. Foster
commented that funds received have come from Somerset County, that repairs made have been
to stabilize the house, when the structure report is finished the committee can get the house listed
as historic, before the property will be eligible for more, larger grants.     
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Insurance & Housing (no report)

Library Board of Trustees

Mr. McCrossan reported the library is working on a preliminary budget.  In addition to what will
be provided by the borough, they are hoping to raise $65,000 from donations, and they have had
no reduction in services. 

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Towing ordinance 

Draft #9.1 was discussed, and amended.  With said amendments Mr. Rossi moved that

Ordinance #12-1606, CONCERNING THE BOROUGH TOWING ORDINANCE AND

AMENDING CHAPTER III OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "POLICE
REGULATIONS",   be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law,
and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., April 23.  Motion
was seconded by Mr. Lawrence and approved with five yes votes.

Unity Day report

Mr. Rossi delivered the report March 12.  Discussion on same was tabled until this date to allow
time for review.  It was noted that the report was not signed by an officer of Unity Day, Inc.  As
instructed, Mr. Rossi added "I certify that all the information contained in this report is complete
and accurate," then he signed as President of Unity Day, Inc.  

Open Space (Michael Catania services agreement)

This matter was held for closed session.

Correspondence

A JCP&L Tree Crew is temporarily utilizing the Kiwanis Field parking lot for overnight
parking but cannot continue after April 1 due to interference with Little League.  Via an email to
the Public Works Manager, they asked for permission to use the vacant lot across Route 202
from the Borough Sewer Plant while they are pruning in the area.  The Public Works Manager
was directed to split the vehicles between the vacant lot and our property adjacent to the old
Quarry.     

The Borough Clerk provided sample resolutions opposing S-1451 (regarding the Open Public

Meetings Act) and S-1452 (regarding the Open Public Records Act).  The resolutions set forth
the objections to proposed requirements which involve costly unfunded mandates, impractical
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requirements and impediments to the democratic process.  The Resolution was numbered #12-73,

entitled OPPOSING SENATE BILLS 1451 AND 1452.  Mr. Farrell moved adoption.  Mrs.
Foster seconded the motion; approved with five yes votes.

CHC Cooperative Housing, a not for profit developer of affordable Senior housing interested in
constructing Senior housing on North Finley Avenue, in a letter dated March 13, requested a
letter of support of their housing model concept stating that Bernardsville has spoken with CHC
and is considering CHC to construct affordable Senior housing in the borough.  Mrs. Foster
advised that the Planning Board is in favor of  a letter of support.  Mayor Honecker agreed to
provide same.

Mrs. Foster advised that Community Shred Days are scheduled from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on
Saturday, July 14 at the Bedminster Township Public Works facility at 75 Miller Lane, and on
Saturday, October 27 at the Bernards Township Engineering Services Building at 277 South
Maple Avenue in Basking Ridge.  This is a project funded in large part by Somerset County and
all residents in the Somerset Hills are invited to participate.  Manpower for the October date will
be provided by Bernards Township and the Borough of Bernardsville.   

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Frank Sanchez and Michael Bessasaris of
Somerset Hills Towing commented on the ordinance reviewed earlier in the meeting.  They said
the 15 mile radius, if implemented, would cause delays in service, that Bernardsville does not
have a large volume of heavy duty towing needs, and that they are conducting a training class this
weekend if anyone is interested in attending.

Holly Fazelat of Boylan Terrace, expressed concerns about noise from The Station Pub and she
asked about noise enforcement options.  Ms. Fazelat was instructed to call the Police Department
when necessary.  Mayor Honecker closed the open session.  

CLOSED SESSION

It was moved and seconded to adjourn to executive session to consider contract negotiations

and property acquisition, and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters
can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally resolved.  Motion was approved with five
yes votes.

REOPEN

It was decided to add the topic of commercial parking at the Ammerman lot to the April 9
agenda.
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The Borough Clerk asked if Council had reviewed the JIF response regarding the question of
allowing bee hives on municipal property?  Based upon comments from the JIF and Risk
Manager that "permitting beehives to be installed on Borough property creates the potential of
significant liability for the Borough", it was decided not to approve the request for hives near the
community garden at the Dunster Squibb site.   

                                                  ADJOURNMENT 

Moved, seconded and approved with five yes votes at 10:10 p.m.

  
______________________________
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