
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

MARCH 27, 2006

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Mayor  Jay  Parsons,  at  7:00  p.m.  on  Monday,  March  27,  2006,  in  the  Borough  Hall.
Present were Denis Dooley, Charlotte Foster, Lee C. Honecker, Michael Landau,  Joseph Rossi and  Mikael Salovaara.   Also
present were John R. Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Borough Attorney,  Anthony Suriano,  Deputy Borough Clerk and Ralph A. Maresca,
Jr., Borough Administrator. 

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Parsons  read that notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News,  Courier  News and the Star  Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 14, 2005.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.

PRESENTATIONS - None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Mr.  Landau  moved  to  accept  minutes  of  meetings  held  February  27  and  March  13,  2006.   Mr.  Salovaara  seconded  the
motion.  The minutes of February 27th were approved with six yes votes.   The minutes of March 13th  were approved with five
yes votes (Mr. Salovaara abstained). 

OPEN SESSION

Pat  McFadden,  Round  Top  Road,  referenced  a  grant  from  Upper  Raritan  Watershed  that  can  be  used  to  purchase  the
Regan/Timchula property.  Mayor Parsons responded that council cannot proceed until the property is appraised.  Mr.  Pidgeon
said that appraisal is set for April 13th.  Mr.  Honecker  recused himself on this topic since he has represented the Regans.   Ms.
McFadden  said  that  Regan/Timchula  does  not  think  council  is  interested  in  the  property.   Mr.  Salovaara  said  council  is
interested but the property needs to be appraised following a subdivision.  Ms. McFadden said that the property  is pristine and
the borough should not let it get away.

Brian McFadden,  Round Top Road,  had concerns about  the bridge going in and the owner being able to build.  He  said  the
value of the property will decrease the longer the borough waits to take action.

Paul Becker, Round Top Road, agreed with Mr. McFadden.  Mr. Becker described the property as “fantastic”.  He suggested
some council members go to the property and talk to the owners and reach 
an agreement or compromise.  Mr. Rossi asked if we could have a meeting with the owners.   Mr.  Pidgeon said no because  the
appraisal is in two weeks, and the appraisal should happen first.  
Helen Walton,  Washington Corner  Road,  said the  council  should  have  acted  more  quickly  on  this.   She  suggested  that  Mr.
Pidgeon call the owners tomorrow to say the appraisal is in two weeks.  She said we should hire a real estate specialist  to assist
in acquiring properties important to Open Space.  She does not want to lose any properties.
                                                                        
Edith Cavaluzzo, Garibaldi Street,  reported  an illegal sign that belongs in the Business District and should not be  on  Garibaldi
Street. She asked for someone to look into this matter.

Kerry  Haselton,  397  Mine  Brook  Road,  commented  on  the  beauty  of  the  Regan/Timchula  property  and  reiterated  the



importance that it not be lost.  She suggested the process be written down so everyone could know what steps are necessary to
acquire important properties.  

Helen Walton, Washington Corner Road, suggested that we could purchase the entire property  by combining grant money and
open space money.  Mr. Becker and Mrs. Haselton agreed with Mrs. Walton. 

Mayor Parsons closed the public session.

ORDINANCES

Mayor Parsons  opened the public hearing on  #06-1425,  AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE IMPOSITION OF
A  MUNICIPAL  HOTEL  AND  MOTEL  OCCUPANCY  TAX  AS  AUTHORIZED  BY  P.L.  2003,  C.  114  AND
CREATING  A  NEW  CHAPTER  XXIV  IN  THE  BOROUGH  CODE  ENTITLED  “MUNICIPAL  HOTEL  AND
MOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX”.  Harold  Imperatore,  co-owner  of  the  Bernards  Inn,  and  Paul  Dodenhoff,  hotel  manager,
expressed their concerns that this ordinance,  if adopted,  would have a negative effect on business and the plans to restore  the
inn.   Higher  occupancy  would  benefit  the  entire  town.   Mr.  Landau  said  this  is  a  revenue  source  for  the  borough  of
approximately $20,000  and would cost  patrons about  $5.00  per  room.  Phil Pitney, Lloyd Road,  spoke  in  opposition  of  the
ordinance.   Linda Kragie,  Shadowbrook  Court,  said  Gladstone  has  a  similar  ordinance  even  though  they  presently  have  no
hotels in their town.  Mayor Parsons  closed the public hearing.  Mr.  Landau moved that Ordinance #06-1425, be  passed  on
final  reading  and  adopted  as  published.   Mr.  Salovaara  seconded  the  motion.   Mr.  Honecker  said  he  is  opposed  to  the
ordinance.  Mrs. Foster asked  about  the percentage of tax in the ordinance and Mr.   Pidgeon said the limit is 3% pursuant to
state law.  Without further comment or questions the ordinance was adopted as follows:

                Mr. Dooley                Yes                Mr. Landau                Yes
                Mrs. Foster                Yes                Mr. Rossi                No
                Mr. Honecker                No                Mr. Salovaara                Yes

Mayor  Parsons  opened  the  public  hearing  on  #06-1426,  BOND  ORDINANCE  APPROPRIATING  $820,000,  AND
AUTHORIZING  THE  ISSUANCE  OF  $779,000  BONDS  OR  NOTES  OF  THE  BOROUGH,  FOR  VARIOUS
IMPROVEMENTS  OR  PURPOSES  AUTHORIZED  TO  BE  UNDERTAKEN  BY  THE  BOROUGH  OF
BERNARDSVILLE,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SOMERSET,  NEW  JERSEY.   Without  comment  or  question  Mayor
Parsons closed the public hearing.  Mr. Landau moved that this ordinance be passed on final reading and adopted  as  published.
  Mr. Honecker asked if it is an advisable practice  to borrow every year.   He asked  if we could get an opinion, possibly from
the DCA, on borrowing.   Mr.  Salovaara said we will have less debt  next  year  so  he  feels  it  is  appropriate  to  borrow.   Mr.
Honecker  asked  that Mr.  Maresca  get a professional opinion about  borrowing and council agreed.   Mr.  Salovaara seconded
the motion to adopt and the ordinance was adopted upon the following roll call vote:

                Mr. Dooley                Yes                Mr. Landau                Yes
                Mrs. Foster                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes

Discussion on Ordinance #06-1427 took place.  Council discussed the dates that should be in effect to prohibit  dogs in certain
parks.   Mr.  Honecker  said  he  will  check  with  the  Recreation  Committee.   Mr.  Dooley  suggested  using  the  dates  for  Little
League season.  It  was decided to make the effective date  from April 1 to June 30.   Mrs.  Foster  moved that #06-1427,  AN
ORDINANCE  PROHIBITING  DOGS  IN  BOROUGH  PARKS  AND  SUPPLEMENTING  AND  AMENDING
CHAPTER V OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “ANIMAL CONTROL”,  be introduced  by  title,  passed  on
first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at  7:00 p.m.,  Monday,
April 10, 2006.  Mr. Honecker seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.
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RESOLUTIONS

#06-68         REJECTING  BIDS  FOR  FILTRATION  REPLACEMENT  AT  THE  BERNARDSVILLE
COMMUNITY POOL

#06-70         AWARDING CONTRACT FOR RENTAL OF SNACK BAR AND  RIGHT  TO  SELL  FOOD  AND
DRINKS

#06-71        AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY TEMPORARY BUDGET

#06-72         AUTHORIZING  THE  MAYOR  AND  ADMINISTRATOR  TO  SIGN  A  CLICK-IT  OR  TICKET
ENFORCEMENT GRANT APPLICATION

#06-73         AUTHORIZING  AN  OFF-PREMISE  50/50  RAFFLE  APPLICATION  FROM  OUR  LADY  OF
PERPETUAL HELP CHURCH

#06-74         AUTHORIZING AN ON-PREMISE MERCHANDISE RAFFLE APPLICATION FROM  THE  HSA
OF SOMERSET HILLS

#06-75         APPROVING  USE  OF  THE  TRAIN  STATION  PARKING  LOT  FOR  THE  LIVINGSTON  HIGH
SCHOOL ROAD RALLY

#06-76        AUTHORIZING RECYCLING OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT

#06-77        DESIGNATING WRECKER SERVICES FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

#06-78        ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#06-79        AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#06-80        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#06-81         AUTHORIZING  THE  ISSUANCE  OF  NOT  EXCEEDING  $3,  609,700  BOND  ANTICIPATION
NOTES OF THE BOROUGH

Mr. Salovaara moved to approve consent Resolutions #06-68 and #06-70 thru #06-81.  Mr. Dooley seconded and the motion
was approved with six yes votes.

Regarding Resolution #06-69, Mr. Honecker said he wanted to make sure the contract was specific to times that the contractor
can cut.   Mr.  Rossi said he did not want public works  to  do  any  cutting.   Mr.  Honecker  moved  to  adopt  RESOLUTION
#06-69, AWARDING CONTRACTS FOR GRASS CUTTING AND LAWN MAINTENANCE.  Mr. Rossi seconded
and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY 
Some items on the report will be held to Executive Session

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety - Mr. Honecker submitted a report to council and asked if anyone had questions.  Mr. Rossi asked  that a portion
be held to Executive Session with regard to litigation.  Mr. Honecker stated that crosswalks will be painted on Route 202 when
the weather breaks.  Chief Valentine has sent a letter to DOT requesting that current pedestrian walk signals be  upgraded.   We
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have received a Child Restraint System Protection Education Grant of $6,500.  The police department has received two mobile
CGS  Navigation  units  for  use  by  police.   The  units  were  awarded  by  the  County  Chief’s  Association  in  cooperation  with
Somerset  County Crime Stoppers  Inc.   The Chief is working with officials from surrounding towns and the  Somerset  County
Road Department regarding truck  traffic  signs  needed  for  Hardscrabble  Road.   Chief  Valentine  has  completed  the  required
revisions for the First Responder Medication Distribution Plan. He is also currently conducting a Basic CERT Training class at
police headquarters.   The CERT team is currently coordinating a Basic First  Aid Class  and a CPR Class that will be  open to
members  of  the  public.   Some  police  officers  were  unable  to  attend  mandatory  training  due  to  scheduling  issues.   Chief
Valentine intends to run a separate JIF training program using a video and lesson plan provided by the JIF to substitute for the
missed training.  Mr.  Pidgeon  will  see  if  this  make  up  training  is  adequate.   The  capital  and  operating  budget  for  the  police
department was discussed.  

Finance - Nothing new to report.

Personnel -  Mr.  Salovaara reported  the committee met earlier today and he  will  submit  a  written  report  in  the  next  sendout.
One issue will be held to Executive Session.  

Engineering,  Technology  &  Public  Works  -  Mr.  Dooley  said  that  work  on  the  shoulder  of  Mountain  Top  Road  has  been
completed.  

QUARTERLY REPORTS

Cable TV - Mr. Rossi discussed a request made to Patriot Media regarding lines.

Town and School  -  Mr.  Honecker  spoke  about  several  matters  including  recreation  issues,  fields,  schools,  and  recycling  at
fields.  It is anticipated that the Upper Polo Grounds will be closed in the fall for about one year.  

Board of Health - Mr. Rossi will ask if they can meet on a different schedule, so they do not conflict with council meetings.  The
Board of Health is currently meeting tonight.

Environmental Commission -  Mr.  Dooley spoke  about  the  upcoming  Bernardsville  Beautification  Day  on  April  8,  from  9:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Information Systems - No report

Open Space Committee - No report

Planning Board - Mr. Salovaara inquired if we could ask our planner about  tear  down ordinances.   Mr.  Pidgeon will follow up
with Mr. Zimmerman, Borough Planner.

Recreation Committee - Mr. Honecker said the biggest issue is the availability and condition of  recreational  fields.  Mr.  Rossi
spoke about the use and expenses of turf for fields and said that it saves on maintenance costs in the long run.  

Shade Tree Advisory Committee - Mr. Matlack will be advised about trees along Round Top Road and Laurelwood Drive that
need to be cut to prevent power outages from storm damage.

Historic Preservation Advisory Committee -  Mr.  Salovaara moved that Mrs.  Foster  be  council liaison to this committee.   The
motion was seconded by Mr. Dooley and approved with six yes votes.  A letter from the DEP in 1997  stated  that borough hall
should be eligible for historic designation and she is exploring this matter.

Insurance -  Mr.  Landau reported  a request  from the  Library  to  have  council  waive  the  insurance  requirement  for  use  of  the
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library’s small meeting room by non-profit  groups.   Mr.  Pidgeon said this should be done by resolution which he will prepare
for the next meeting.  

Mr.  Rossi spoke  about  fiber optic cables  and requested the need to link together  the Firehouse,  Police Department,  and  the
Office of Emergency Management.  Patriot Media will lay the cables  if we dig the ditches necessary to complete this task.   He
also spoke about power boxes for events.  He mentioned this being donated with the Fire Company donating labor and Glenn
Miller helping out with wiring.  Mayor  Parsons  said  we  need  to  see  what  the  boxes  will  look  like.   Mr.  Salovaara  said  we
should ask Mr. Macdowall and the Public Works Committee for input.

Housing Committee - Mayor Parsons requested that this committee be added to the list of quarterly reports  on future agendas.
Mr.  Honecker  reported  on a recent  meeting with members of the Hispanic community and one of our interpreters.   He  felt  it
was a successful meeting and residents thanked the borough for having the meeting.  The residents said that lesser  rents would
help overcrowding.  Ms. Broyles, Zoning Enforcement Officer, was present to discuss stacking.  Mr. Honecker said the turnout
was good.   Mr.  Salovaara  asked  if  council  had  power  to  control  rent.   Mr.  Pidgeon  said  large  cities  have  rent  control  but
smaller towns do not.  He offered to look further into this topic.

Mr. Rossi handed out a memo with various items for discussion.  It was agreed to place this on the next agenda.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

Sewer user fees and due dates -  Council agreed it was best to send two notices regarding sewer fees and that when to send
them would be decided by Mr. Maresca and Mrs. Marino.  

Cell tower bids - this item will held for executive session.

Informal agreement  with Tilcon  -  Mr.  Rossi said he is in favor of this agreement.   Mr.  Salovaara said he feels it is a good
agreement, but would like input from Mr. Macdowall before adopting.  This item will be placed on the next agenda pending Mr.
Macdowall’s approval.

OPEN SESSION

Mr. Maresca  asked  if council would approve extended hours for summer as  done in the past.   Mayor Parsons  asked  if there
would  be  coverage  in  each  department.   Mr.  Dooley  suggested  making  sure  there  is  someone  in  each  department.   Mr.
Maresca said he has had no complaints in the past and that adequate  coverage will be  provided.   All members agreed to grant
the request from Memorial Day to Labor Day.

CLOSED SESSION AND ADJOURNMENT

Mr.  Salovaara  moved  that  the  meeting  be  adjourned  to  an  Executive  Session  to  consider  property  acquisition,  personnel
matters,  and pending litigation that the time when and circumstances under which the above can  be  disclosed  to  the  public  is
when the matter is finally resolved.   Mr.  Landau seconded and all present  approved.    Mayor Parsons  mentioned that council
would not return to open session after closed session.

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 p.m.

                                                        _____________________________
                                                        Anthony Suriano, Deputy Clerk        
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