
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

April 4, 2005

A meeting  of  the  governing  body  was  called  to  order  by  Mayor  Parsons  at  7:00  p.m.  on  Monday,  April  4,  2005,  in  the
Borough Hall.  Present were Lee C. Honecker, Michael Landau, Vivian McMillen, Mikael Salovaara.  Also present  were John
R.  Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Borough  Attorney,  Ralph  A.  Maresca,  Jr.,  Borough  Administrator,  and  Sandra  Jones,  Borough
Clerk/Assistant Administrator.  Joseph Rossi and Helen Walton arrived at 7:02 p.m.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Parsons  announced that notice of  this  meeting  was  provided  to  the  Bernardsville  News,  Courier  News  and  the  Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 16, 2004.  

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Parsons opened the meeting to the public.  Mrs. Thompson spoke for the ad hoc noise ordinance committee ,  reporting
that a meeting was held with Chief Valentine, who has enforcement concerns.   Another committee meeting is necessary before
recommendations can be made.   Mayor Parsons closed the open session.  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Ordinance Hearings

Mayor Parsons opened the public hearing on #05-1380, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING PARKING
RESTRICTIONS ON PINE STREET AND BERNARDS AVENUE AND AT THE KIWANIS FIELD AND

AMENDING CHAPTER VII OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” AND CHAPTER VIII OF
THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “PARKING LOTS AND OFF-STREET TRAFFIC REGULATIONS”.  A
map showing the location of the parking restrictions was reviewed.   The Borough Clerk reported that a resident on another

street called with concerns that these restrictions on Pine Street will cause overflow parking on other streets in the vicinity of the
park. Mrs. Walton reminded everyone that the parking lot could not be enlarged because of  “green acres” restrictions.  There
were no further comments or questions so Mayor Parsons closed the  public hearing.  Mrs. Walton moved that this ordinance

be passed on final reading and adopted as published.  Mr. Rossi seconded and a roll call followed: 
        

                Mr. Honecker                Yes                        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara                Yes

                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                        Mrs. Walton                Yes

Mayor Parsons opened the public hearing on #05-1381, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING CONTRACTOR BRUSH
DISPOSAL AT THE BOROUGH COMPOSTING FACILITY AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER XVIII OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT”.  Without

comment or questions from the public, the Mayor closed the public hearing.  Mr. Honecker moved that this ordinance be
passed on final reading and adopted as published.  Mr. Rossi seconded and a roll call followed:

                
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                        Mr. Rossi                Yes

                Mr. Landau                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                        Mrs. Walton                Yes

RESOLUTIONS



Mr. Salovaara discussed #05-81, saying that he has discussed this resolution with the Environmental Commission Chair,  and is
satisfied that the treatment works application has been reviewed by the Borough Engineer.   

#05-81         CONSENTING TO FAR HILLS COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL’S TREATMENT WORKS APPROVAL
APPLICATION

#05-82         AUTHORIZING  THE  MAYOR  AND  ADMINISTRATOR  TO  SIGN  A  CLICK  IT  OR  TICKET
ENFORCEMENT GRANT APPLICATION

#05-83         APPROVING AN ON-PREMISE 50/50 RAFFLE FROM FRIENDS OF THE SHELTER

#05-84         AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#05-85         EMERGENCY TEMPORARY BUDGET

#05-86         AFFIRMING APPOINTMENT OF TEMPORARY CLERICAL ASSISTANT IN CONSTRUCTION
OFFICE

#05-87          AUTHORIZING  THE  ISSUANCE  OF  NOT  EXCEEDING  $1,937,000  BOND  ANTICIPATION
NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE,  IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET,  NEW
JERSEY

#05-88         AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE TRAIN STATION PARKING LOT FOR THE GARDEN CLUB
PLANT SALE ON APRIL 30

#05-89         AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A 2006 MUNICIPAL AID GRANT APPLICATION.

Mrs. McMillen moved to accept resolutions #05- 81 through #05-89.    Mrs.  Walton seconded and the motion was approved
upon a call of the roll with six yes votes.

2005 Salary Ordinance for non-contractual employees

It was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to table this ordinance to the April 25 meeting.  
        Animal licensing late fees

There was unanimous agreement to freeze late fees at $10.00, effective February 1, 2005,  and to prepare an ordinance
amendment to memorialize that decision as soon as possible.   The Borough Clerk was directed to resume the practice of
sending individual pet license renewal notices for the 2006 licensing year.

Library heating

Problems with heating at the Library were discussed, and it was decided that Mrs. Walton, and Messrs. Rossi, Mr. Landau
and Mondok will meet with Brownworth Engineering to discuss the problems, their proposal dated March 16,  and/or
alternatives to fix the HVAC.  

BHS Centennial Celebration

Mr. Salovaara moved adoption of Resolution #05-90, CONSENTING TO A BANNER ADVERTISING THE
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BERNARDS HIGH SCHOOL CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, which authorized said banner to hang across Route
202 at Claremont Road, from May 29 to June 19, pursuant to provisions of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of
Bernardsville, and subject to a NJDOT Highway Occupancy Permit.  Mrs. McMillen seconded the motion and the resolution
was adopted with six yes votes. 

A schedule of events for the celebration, and a sample lease agreement for the Polo Grounds were reviewed.  The Borough
Clerk advised that there are outstanding insurance questions which need to be resolved  before the lease agreement can be
completed.   Mr. Salovaara moved to authorize the  Mayor and Clerk to sign the lease agreement when it has been approved
by insurance and legal advisors.  Mr. Landau seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.
        

Revision to Administrative Code

Following review of an amendment, Mr. Salovaara moved to introduce this amendment,  #05-1386, and titled AN
ORDINANCE CONCERNING COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEES AND SUPPLEMENTING AND
AMENDING THE 2005 ADMINISTRATIVE CODE.  Mrs. McMillen seconded.   There was discussion.  Mr.
Salovaara moved to call the question.  The Mayor stated the question is “shall this ordinance be approved upon introduction
and a public hearing scheduled for April 25?”  Mr. Landau seconded the motion to call the question and to introduce the
ordinance.  The Mayor called for a vote.  With a full governing body present, ordinance #05-1386 was approved upon
introduction with four yes votes (Landau, McMillen, Salovaara, Walton) and two no votes (Rossi and Honecker).
                                                                                

School Resource Officer

Mayor Parsons explained that the record is not clear as to what the next step is regarding this matter.  It was moved and
seconded to table the matter until April 25th.   Mr. Rossi moved to take it “off table and discuss it now”.  Mr. Honecker
seconded and there were three yes votes (Rossi, Honecker, Walton) and three no votes (McMillen, Landau, Salovaara).
Mayor Parsons broke the tie with a yes vote, and the discussion continued.  

Peggy Marino, School Board President, and Police Chief Kevin Valentine were present, and were invited to participate in the
discussion which included the possibility of sharing the expense of an officer with other towns in the district, the duties and
working schedule of a potential officer, and current police involvement in the schools.  Chief Valentine asked what does
Bernardsville want out of this?  He introduced a D.A.R.E. Officer from Warren Township, Captain Whelan.  Mrs. Marino
stated that the position  is not included in the proposed school budget because the majority of board members thought this a
police function.  In order to proceed, an interlocal agreement would be needed.  The matter was referred to the Public Safety
for review and recommendations.   

        Graham Circulation Plan

Mayor Parsons asked for permission to write a letter to the NJDOT regarding the plan to ask the NJDOT to change the traffic
through Olcott Square.  This lead to a discussion of the delays experienced for the streetscape project.  Chief Valentine stated
that Somerset County has not yet commented.  Mr. Salovaara was opposed to writing such a letter at this time, but five
Council Members voted to authorize the Mayor to proceed.    

Chain of command letter to department heads

A sample letter provided by Mrs. McMillen, calling attention to Administrative Code Subsection 2-2.3i, stating “The Council’s
authority may only be exercised by a quorum at a meeting which has been noticed in compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act.  No Council committee and no individual Council member or members may exercise the Council’s legislative or
administrative authority.  No individual Council member or members shall interfere with the operations or day-to-day
management of any Borough department ...”.  Mrs. McMillen moved that the letter be sent to department heads if Ordinance
#05-1383 is adopted.  The motion was duly seconded and approved with four yes votes.  Mr. Rossi voted no.  Mr. Honecker
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abstained.  

CLOSED SESSION

It was moved, seconded, and unanimously agreed to adjourn to an executive session to consider  contract  negotiations and that
the time when and circumstances under which the above can be disclosed to the public is when the matter is finally resolved.  

REOPEN

It was moved, seconded and unanimously approved to reopen the meeting to the public.  

2005 Municipal Budget

Mr. Salovaara moved introduction of ordinance #05-1387, AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED TO MUNICIPAL
BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40a:4-45.14), that said
ordinance be passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting
beginning at 7:00 p.m., Monday, April 25, 2005.
Mr. Landau seconded the motion and the ordinance was approved upon introduction with six yes votes.  

Mr. Landau explained that the budget before the group has been approved by the Finance Committee, but that the group met
today to consider a last minute change to decrease the amount to be raised by taxation by about $75,000.  This would involve
canceling 2004 capital ordinances not spent.  By doing this the C.I.F. fund would increase, thus allowing additional funds to be
brought over from the C.I.F. as a 2005 revenue to lower taxes.   

Mayor Parsons read the “Municipal Budget Notice” on Sheet 2 of the budget document, calling for publication of a budget
summary on April 21 in the Bernardsville News and a public hearing on the budget at a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m. on May
9.  Mrs. Walton moved approval.  Mr. Rossi seconded.  Mr. Salovaara moved to amend the budget as discussed earlier.  Mr.
Landau seconded.  Mr. Honecker called for a vote on the budget as presented.

Mayor Parsons asked should the budget be amended by about $75,000?  Members Salovaara, Landau and McMillen voted
yes.  Members Walton, Honecker and Rossi voted no.  Mayor Parsons voted no.  

Mayor Parsons asked should the budget before us be introduced?  A roll call vote followed:

                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                No
                Mrs. McMillen        No                Mrs. Walton                Yes                   

        Extended hours program

Mr. Maresca suggested offering this voluntary program of working hours from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., for 12 weeks from April
18 to September 30.  Mr. Rossi recommended offering the program for June, July and August.  Mr.  Salovaara moved
approval of the program for June, July, and August.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion passed with five yes votes.  Mr.
Honecker voted no.  

OPEN SESSION

Mr. Rossi asked if an ordinance regarding “cell tower zones” could be considered a.s.a.p.?  

Mark Salisbury spoke  about  the possibility  of  a  School  Resource  Officer  and  suggested  eliminating  something  else  from  the
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budget if it is determined that the officer is necessary.  He concluded that “we have exhausted the borough taxpayer’s  ability to
pay.”

Dina Privolous asked how a resident could get copies  of minutes and Mr.  Landau advised that they are  available online at  the
library website.  She then asked what protocol must be  followed by a resident hoping to be  heard before the Zoning Board of
Adjustment, and Board Chair Foster responded.  

ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Mrs. Walton at 9:20 p.m., seconded by Mr.  Salovaara, and unanimously approved.
                                                        

                                                                ___________________________
                                                                Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
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