
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting

 April 23, 2007

A regular meeting of the Governing Body was called to order  by Mayor Lee Honecker   at  7:00  p.m.  on  Monday,  April  23,
2007.   Present  were Denis J.  Dooley II,  Charlotte  J.  Foster,  Michael Landau,   John  McCrossan,  Joseph  Rossi,  and  Mikael
Salovaara.  Also present were Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Ralph Maresca,  Administrator and C.M.F.O.  and
Sandra G. Jones, Clerk and Assistant Administrator. 

        STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Honecker announced that notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 12, 2006.  The group recited
the Pledge of Allegiance. 

        PRESENTATIONS

John Lucas was honored for 50 years of employment.  Mr. Lucas served from 1952 to 1982 as a Bernardsville Police Officer
and from 1987 to the present as a School Crossing Guard.  

        APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Salovaara moved that minutes of meetings held on March 12, March 26 and April 9 be approved. Mr. Landau seconded
the motion and a vote followed.  March 12 was approved with five yes votes; Mr. Salovaara abstained.  March 26 was
approved with five yes votes; Mr. McCrossan abstained.  April 9 was approved unanimously.  

        OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  

Jean Hinds, 5 Conkling Avenue, displayed photos taken on this date, and appealed to the Borough Council to use the
property maintenance ordinance, condemnation, court remedies, DEP regulations, or any means available  to compel clean up
of the Bocchino property on her street, where the owner collects and stores scrap metal and other junk.  Mr. Pidgeon said the
property was recently inspected by the Board of Health but no health hazards (e.g. trash, standing water or rodents) were
found, and he was directed to obtain the Board of Health report in writing.  It was decided to discuss the matter further in
closed session, and to keep Mrs. Hinds informed.      

Matt Knesfsey, 9 Mine Mount Road, complained about recreation fields, rodent problems in the Mill Street area and
street lighting in need of upgrading.  He commented that he coaches for a St. Elizabeth team that uses the Rose Bowl, and that
it is not kept free of trash and it is not groomed or lined.   Mr. McCrossan agreed to share these concerns with Recreation and
Mr. Dooley  with Public Works.   Mayor Honecker closed the public session.
        ORDINANCE HEARING

Mayor Honecker moved to open the public hearing on ordinance #07-1460, AN ORDINANCE VACATING A
PORTION OF TYSLEY STREET. Without comment or questions from the public Mayor Honecker closed the public
hearing.   Mr. Salovaara moved to pass on final reading and adopt as published.  Mrs. Foster seconded.  No vote followed.
The ordinance was discussed  and Mr. Pidgeon commented. Mr. Salovaara moved to amend his earlier motion to reflect the
Planning Board minor subdivision approval.  Mrs. Foster seconded.  No vote was taken.  It was decided to obtain a copy of
the Planning Board approval before proceeding.  Mr. Salovaara moved to continue the public hearing  with no further notice.
The motion passed with five yes votes.  Mr. Rossi voted no.  



        RESOLUTIONS

#07-81        AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2007 SEWER USER FEES

#07-82        AUTHORIZING DISCHARGE OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING REPAYMENT MORTGAGE

#07-84        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mr. Salovaara moved to approve resolutions #07-81, 82, and 84.  Mr. Landau seconded and the motion was approved with
six yes votes.

Resolution #07-83, ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS, was discussed.   Mr. Landau referred to the library report and
said he is disturbed that they estimate funding from municipal government at 8.7% in 2008, an amount likely to be substantially
greater than the increase in assessed values for the same period which he believes is more in the 3 to 4% range.  A $6000
shortfall is projected and he urged they be encouraged to be extremely conservative since they are only funded to a third of a
mil.  Mr. Landau said the borough is paying over a million dollars for the library annually.  Mr. McCrossan said his opinion
differs, and that as landlord of the building, the Borough is obligated to correct problems.  Mr. Rossi and Mrs. Foster agreed in
principal.  Mayor Honecker asked Mr. Landau to put his comments and  concerns in writing so that Mr. McCrossan can
present it to the Library Board.  

Resolution #07-85, AUTHORIZING DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF CISTERN AT
LOT 60 IN BLOCK 28, was discussed.   Mr. Salovaara recommended an amendment, so that the last paragraph would
read  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Bernardsville to authorize the
execution of the Developer’s Agreement with Douglass Road Associates, L.L.C., aka Richard and Kim Schlott.   
Mr. Salovaara suggested a roll call vote on #07-84 (which was approved by voice vote earlier) and moved to approve
Resolutions #07-83, 84, and 85, as amended.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved upon a call of the roll:

                Mr. Dooley                 Yes                Mr. McCrossan         Yes
                Mrs. Foster                Yes                Mr. Rossi                 Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                 Yes

Mr. McCrossan recommended that future Public Works reports be revised to reflect  project status.  “The current report is of
no value”, he commented.  He also asked that the Collector’s report reflect collections compared to last year at the same time.
Mr. Maresca commented that the revenue report will do just that, but not until after the budget is adopted, so the next revenue
report should provide the information.  

Municipal Budget

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on the 2007 Municipal Budget.  Without comments or questions from the public,
the Mayor closed the public hearing.  

Mr. Landau moved that RESOLUTION #07-86, AMENDING THE INTRODUCED 2007 BUDGET be approved.
Mr. McCrossan seconded and a call of the roll followed:

                Mr.  Dooley                 Yes                Mr.  McCrossan        Yes
                Mrs. Foster                Yes                Mr.  Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
        
Mr. Landau moved adoption of RESOLUTION #07-87, ANNUAL BUDGET EXAMINATION.  Mr. Rossi seconded
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and a call of the roll followed:

                Mr.  Dooley                 Yes                Mr.  McCrossan        Yes
                Mrs. Foster                Yes                Mr.  Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes

Mr. McCrossan commended Mr. Maresca and the Finance Committee for a job well done on this budget.                  

Mr. Landau moved that RESOLUTION #07-88, APPROVING 2007 BUDGET, AS AMENDED
(Sheets 43 and 44 of budget document) , be approved.  Mrs. Foster seconded and a call of the roll followed:
                        

                Mr.  Dooley                 Yes                Mr.  McCrossan        Yes
                Mrs. Foster                Yes                Mr.  Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

There was general consent to accept Mr. Pidgeon’s written report dated April 19, 2007.
                                                

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety Committee Chair, Mrs. Foster, provided a written report. On the topic of hybrid vehicle use, she said she is
waiting to hear an opinion from Chief Valentine who will do some research to see if the extra equipment in the cars would mean
an unmanageable drain on the battery. NIMS Training is scheduled for May 9 at 7:00 p.m. and it is essential for the Mayor and
the Public Safety Committee, but others are welcome.  The Borough Clerk was directed to give notice in case a quorum is
present.  Mayor Honecker said the date conflicts with an award ceremony in Morristown honoring a State Trooper who
resides in Bernardsville and he asked if someone would represent him? Mr. Rossi volunteered.
        
Finance Committee Chair, Mr. Landau, said the committee is reviewing capital requests from all departments.
Recommendations will be given to Council at the next meeting.

Personnel Committee Chair,  Mr. Salovaara, said the committee met that evening.  The summer hours program was
discussed and comments on same will follow.  

Engineering, Technology & Public Works Committee Chair,  Mr. Dooley, said the Downtown Project was the subject of
a recent meeting with state representatives.   Route 202 bridge work, and detours for same, were discussed. An additional
employee will be hired in the Sewer Department.  The watering system at the Polo Grounds, when tested, showed a “glitch”.  
The bank at the train station will vacate the building on June 6 and the Borough will seek bids for the space soon.  Mayor
Honecker questioned how that would affect our lease negotiations with the train station?  Mr. Rossi said the leases and
schematics will be presented to the council and the bidding process can go forward.  He approximates that within 60 or 90
days tenants will be in place.  Mr. McCrossan complained that information on the downtown development project has not
been adequate, and he requested that a progress report be prepared  for council members.  Mr. Rossi said the meeting with
state representatives was very successful.  In attendance were John Macdowall, a representative from Ferriero’s office, two
representatives from Brownworth, the electrical engineer and an electrical supplier.

        ITEMS OF BUSINESS
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        Summer hours  

Mr. Salovaara reported that the committee will make a  recommendation relative to this program at the next meeting on May
14.

        Draft ordinances for review

Mrs. Foster reported that Chief Valentine favors an amendment Reducing number of Police Positions from 19 to 18, and
she recommended that further discussion be held for closed session.  
 An amendment Exempting Utilities from Off-duty Police Escrow Requirements was discussed.  This has to do with
demanding escrow from contractors who need police services.   The pros and cons of off-duty employment, including the
insurance aspects of same, were reviewed.  No action was taken at this time.    

An ordinance Amending railroad station parking was discussed and it was agreed that it will be considered for approval
upon introduction on May 14.

An ordinance Authorizing an appropriation of $20,000 for purchase of a Pay Station to be used at the railroad lot was
discussed.  Additional information was requested, to be presented at the time of introduction on May 14.

        Cub Scout stream area cleanup

The Public Works Manager provided correspondence from Cub Scout Pack 150, and he supports their request to clean up
the stream area and surrounding shoreline adjacent to the Claremont Field Ball Park on Sunday, May 6.  The scouts will be
supervised by their leaders and other adults.  A certificate of insurance has been provided to the Borough.  Upon review,
consent was given.  

        Historic Property Reinvestment Act

The NJLOM has encouraged municipalities to adopt resolutions in support of S-2030 and A-896 relative to the Historic
Property Reinvestment Act, “legislation that would provide homeowners or businesses with an economic incentive to revitalize
older neighborhoods and reuse historic structures by providing a state tax credit for their rehabilitation.”   It was agreed that
Mr. Pidgeon would review the legislation and report on May 14.  

Objects in rights of way

Mrs. Foster discussed an addition to the agenda, requesting that Mr. Pidgeon prepare an ordinance amendment to address
objects in the right of way.  Mr. Salovaara suggested the group review the existing ordinance, step up enforcement measures,
and move forward with an amendment, if necessary.  

Pillars in conservation easement at 304 Mount Harmony Road

Mrs. Foster reported that the Planning Board reviewed the request to construct columns in a conservation easement at 304
Mount Harmony Road, Lot 10.01 in Block 28, did not support construction in the easement, and instead suggested they be
located behind the easement.    

        OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  There were no comments and the open session was closed.  
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CLOSED SESSION

Council member Foster moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider the Bocchino issue and that the time when and
circumstances under which the above can be disclosed to the public is when the matter is finally resolved.  Mr. McCrossan
seconded and the motion was approved by six yes votes.  

REOPEN

Moved, seconded, and unanimously approved.

Mrs. Foster discussed the possibility of training on “Special Investigative Techniques” for police officers, and said she would
explore the idea further, then report again at a future meeting.   

ADJOURNMENT        

Moved by Mr. Landau, seconded by Mrs. Foster, and unanimously approved at 9:45 p.m.
                                                        
                                                                __________________________
                                                                Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
BC042307.MIN                                                                                
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