
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

May 9, 2011

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, May 9.
Present were Council Members Charlotte Foster, Craig Lawrence, John McCrossan, Joseph Rossi
and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were Ralph Maresca, Administrator/CMFO, Anthony Suriano,
Deputy Clerk  and Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon, Esquire.   Council Member Joseph DeMarco
was absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 30, 2010.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Present was John Craft of 11 Mullens Lane to
discuss the construction project on Mullens Lane.  Mr. Craft was under the impression that there
would be another public meeting including the topic of Mullens Lane with residents before a final
decision was made.  Mayor Honecker explained that there may have been some misunderstanding
because the council’s public meeting held on April 25th included further discussion and a decision
on Mullens Lane, and there was not a separate meeting to be scheduled on this topic.  Mr. Craft
asked for clarification on how the final decision was made.  Mayor Honecker said that at the April
25th meeting, council adopted the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to construct a
22 ft. wide roadway (Mullens Lane) from Old Colony Road to Old Fort Road with sidewalks from
Old Colony to Childsworth Avenue, with a second design to add sidewalks to Bell Terrace, with
curbing, drainage and paving.  He said the topic of sidewalks was not a consensus.  Mr. Craft said
he does not agree with that decision and that he is familiar with the traffic pattern along that road and
has concern for the children who walk along that section.   He was hoping there would be another
meeting with council and residents of Mullens Lane to discuss this.  Mr. McCrossan stated that the
decision was made out of necessity to move the project along and to protect a grant from the D.O.T.,
which would be lost if the construction is not completed this year. Mr. Rossi spoke in opposition of
the decision made at the April 25th meeting.  There is also concern regarding line of sight.  Mayor
Honecker pointed out that both Mr. DeMarco and Mr. Macdowall were not present this evening to
answer questions.  He said he is not sure how the project stands to implement suggestions at this
point, but he requested that Mr. Maresca consult with Mr. Macdowall and to take Mr. Craft’s email
for further communication on Mullens Lane.  Hearing no further comments or questions, Mayor
Honecker closed the meeting to the public.

ORDINANCES

Mr. Lawrence moved that #11-1590, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE

IMPROVEMENT OF VARIOUS ROADS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF
BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, AND
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APPROPRIATING $100,000 THEREFOR, FROM PROCEEDS OF BONDS OF THE
BOROUGH HERETOFORE ISSUED AND FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
FUND OF THE BOROUGH, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published
according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.,
May 23, 2011.  Mr. Rossi requested clarification on the term Class B construction.  Mayor
Honecker suggested he speak with Bob Brightly.  Mr. Rossi stated that he had inquired through
Bob Brightly and still wanted further clarification.  Mr. Maresca explained that through this
ordinance, money from a previous ordinance for the old garage in the amount of $100,000.00
would be allocated to finish some road improvement projects.  Mr. Rossi stated that he believed
most of the improvements in this ordinance were already completed and asked Mr. Pidgeon if
this ordinance was clear.  Mr. Pidgeon answered yes, it was prepared by bond counsel.  Mr.
Maresca agreed.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which passed with four yes votes.  Mr. Rossi
voted no.

RESOLUTIONS

#11-92 APPROVING A FIREWORKS PERMIT FOR SOMERSET HILLS
COUNTRY CLUB

#11-94 ACCEPTING A DONATION

#11-95 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE 2011 YOUTH SERVICES
ANNUAL GRANT APPLICATION

#11-97 AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN DOCUMENTS FOR THE POND
DREDGING PROJECT

#11-99 APPROVING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#11-100 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #11-
00011, BLOCK 77, LOT 9, 69 MINE BROOK ROAD, ...ROSENTHAL,
LAURENCE AND MARILYN

Mr. Sooy  moved that Resolutions #11-92, #11-94, #11-95, #11-97, #11-99 and #11-100 be
approved.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion passed upon a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Absent Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes
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Resolution #11-93, AUTHORIZING A CHANGE FUND FOR THE CONSTRUCTION

OFFICE, was pulled for further discussion at Mr. Rossi’s request, however Mr. Rossi then said
he no longer had a question regarding this resolution. 

Resolution #11-96, AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR

PROJECT AUTHORIZATION UNDER THE NEW JERSEY REGISTER OF HISTORIC
PLACES ACT.  Mr. Rossi asked if we have to register every project with the Historic Register. 
Mr. Pidgeon said it is necessary with this grant  Mayor Honecker explained that this one does
because it goes through an historic section of town.  Mr. Rossi suggested that problems achieving
approvals and meeting deadlines due to the time constraints involved when there is something on
the Historic Register should be written down and sent to the Governor.  Mr. McCrossan stated
that a memo from John Macdowall had been sent explaining that the State was requiring the
Historic Register’s approval.  Mayor Honecker suggested passing the resolution and asking if it
may be expedited. 

Resolution #11-98, RESOLUTION OF THE BERNARDSVILLE BOROUGH COUNCIL

(granting permission to AT&T Corp. to install communications facilities under/over right-
of way).  Mr. Rossi inquired where the cables were to be installed.  Mr. Pidgeon explained that
they are going to utilize the existing facilities of Verizon.  Mayor Honecker asked Mr. Pidgeon to
confirm that there will be no digging/disturbance on Claremont Road or Route 202.  Mr.
McCrossan stated that on page 3 it says that they will be using the existing facilities.  Mr.
Pidgeon stated that he would write to AT&T Corp’s attorney.  At that moment, Mr. James
Laskey, attorney for AT&T, identified himself and spoke.  He commented that there is existing
cable underground on Route 202 and that the cable will also be installed on existing poles.  There
would need to be some trenching across Claremont Road and parallel to Route 202.  Mr. Rossi
said it is going to his building and recused himself.  Mayor Honecker stated that a concern is that
the streetscape that was recently completed would need to be dug up.  It was agreed that Mr.
Laskey would provide the plans to Mr. Pidgeon and Mr. Macdowall.  Mr. Pidgeon suggested the
wording in the resolution be changed to "limited communication facilities", amending paragraph
one of the resolution.  Council consented to this change. 

Resolution #11-101, APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY (Kathleen

Greene, Matthew McDonald, Scott Gundersen).  A short break was taken.  Mr. McCrossan
consulted with Mr. Pidgeon.  

Resolution #11-102, SUPPORT FOR OLD FORT ROAD AND ANDERSON HILL ROAD

SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS.  Mr. Rossi asked if this could have been handled at an earlier
time.  Mayor Honecker responded that the State had slowed this down. 
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Mr. McCrossan moved that Resolutions #11-93, #11-96, #11-98 as amended, #11-101, and #11-
102 be approved.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion passed with five yes votes (Mr. Rossi
abstained on Resolution #11-98):

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on the 2011 Municipal Budget.  Hearing no
comments or questions, Mayor Honecker closed the hearing to the public.  Mr. Rossi moved that

Resolution #11-103, RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2011 MUNICIPAL BUDGET, be
approved.  Mayor Honecker congratulated all involved on a job well done.  Mr. McCrossan
seconded and the motion passed upon a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Absent Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Claremont and Mt. Airy Road Parking Lots

This was tabled to the meeting on May 23.

Open Public Meetings Act Amendment, Bill S-1351

Mayor Honecker inquired if council would want to approve a resolution in opposition to the bill. 
The consensus is that this bill, if passed, would delay the function of government.  Mr. Sooy

moved that Resolution #11-104, RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO SENATE BILL #S-

1351, be approved.  Mr. Lawrence seconded and the motion passed with five yes votes.

Draft Ordinance re: Fire Lanes on BOE Property

Mr. Pidgeon explained that fire lanes are enforceable by the Police Department.  Chief Valentine
requested to be allowed to make some minor modifications on the draft ordinance.  He will
review it with Tom Anderson, Fire Official, and the Public Safety Committee.  It will be
introduced at the meeting on May 23.

Permission to Hold the 2011 Farmers Market in Municipal Lot

Mr. McCrossan moved to authorize the 2011 Farmers Market to be held in the train station
parking lot pursuant to a letter from Bernardsville Farmers Market, dated May 3, 2011.  The
Farmers Market would be on Saturdays, June 18th thru November 12th , from 8:00am to 2:00pm. 
Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion passed with five yes votes.
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OPEN SESSION

A second open session was called to allow a member of the public who arrived after the first
open session to speak.  Maureen Jende of 15 Mullens Lane stated that her mother had been at the
first public meeting held regarding the proposed construction on Mullens Lane and that she had
been under the impression that a second meeting would be held before a final decision was made
on the design.  Ms. Jende stated that she had spoken with John Macdowall and he had relayed to
her that a flyer had not been sent out to notify the residents of a meeting.  Mayor Honecker
explained that Mr. Macdowall would be contacted to see if there is still an opportunity for input
on the project at this time.  Mayor Honecker asked Ms. Jende to leave her email address with Mr.
Maresca so that she may be contacted after Mr. Macdowall is consulted with. 

CLOSED SESSION

There was no closed session.

Welcome to Bernardsville Signs

Mr. Lawrence said he has noticed that other towns and communities often have "welcome" signs
posted along their borders.   He suggested that Bernardsville consider doing the same thing and at
the very least post signs at either end of Route 202 and on Mt. Airy Road.   He also suggested a
contest to pick a town motto that would appear on the signs.  Mayor Honecker mentioned getting
the school children involved in the process.  Mr. Sooy said Mr. DeMarco had worked with the
school athletic teams.  With Mr. DeMarco not present, it was decided to move this item of
business on the agenda for May 23.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

________________________
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