
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting

May 12, 2008

A regular meeting of the Governing Body was called to order by Mayor Lee Honecker  at 7:00 p.m.
on Monday, May 12.  Present were Denis J. Dooley II, Charlotte J. Foster, John McCrossan, Edward
McDowell, Joseph Rossi and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon,
Esquire, Ralph Maresca, Administrator and C.M.F.O., and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk and
Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 18, 2007.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the public session for matters not on the agenda. Terry Thompson, 79

Mine Mount Road, Jean Oliver, Somerset Avenue, Neil Schetelick, Mine Avenue, and Philip

Pitney, Lloyd Road, commented on a matter involving a possible Administrative Code violation by
Council Member Rossi.   Mayor Honecker closed the public session.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #08-1488, AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE

MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK.
Without comments or questions from the public, the mayor closed the public hearing.   Mr.
McCrossan moved that the ordinance be passed on final reading and adopted as published.  Mr.
McDowell seconded.  Mr. Dooley asked for an explanation.  Mr. McCrossan said the ordinance
allows the borough to exceed appropriation limits  pursuant to state law.  The motion to adopt was
approved upon a call of the roll:

Mr. Dooley yes Mr. McDowell yes
Mrs. Foster yes Mr. Rossi yes
Mr. McCrossan yes Mr. Sooy yes

Mayor Honecker said the following ordinance will provide additional funding for the Olcott Avenue

project. Mr. Rossi moved that #08-1490, ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE

IMPROVEMENT OF OLCOTT AVENUE IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF
BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, AND

APPROPRIATING $185,997 THEREFOR, CONSTITUTING PROCEEDS OF BONDS OF
THE BOROUGH HERETOFORE ISSUED AND FUNDS AVAILABLE UNDER
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH HERETOFORE ADOPTED, be introduced by title,
passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a
meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 27, 2008.  The motion was seconded by Mr.
McCrossan and approved with five yes votes. Mr. Dooley, a resident of Olcott Avenue, abstained.
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RESOLUTIONS

#08-89 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

#08-91 AMENDING/ADDING FEES FOR RECREATION PROGRAMS

#08-92 APPOINTING MICHAEL MONDOK TO SERVE AS THE BOROUGH’S
MUNICIPAL HOUSING LIAISON TO COAH

#08-93 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#08-94 AUTHORIZATION TO SOLICIT BIDS

Mr. Rossi moved approval of Resolutions #08-89 and #08-91 through #08-94.  Mrs. Foster seconded
and the motion was approved upon a call of the roll:

Mr. Dooley yes Mr. McDowell yes
Mrs. Foster yes Mr. Rossi yes
Mr. McCrossan yes Mr. Sooy yes

Resolution #08-81, AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH

BROWNWORTH ENGINEERING FOR LIBRARY LIGHTING, tabled from the April 28
meeting, was discussed.    Mr. McCrossan advised that the Public Works Manager clarified that the
contract language provides for a  "cost not to exceed".

Resolution #08-90, AUTHORIZING REVISIONS TO THE PERSONNEL POLICIES AND

PROCEDURES MANUAL AND EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK, was discussed.  The Borough
Clerk advised that revisions to the documents would be made following adoption of the resolution.

Resolution #08-95, INTRODUCING THE 2008 MUNICIPAL BUDGET, and budget highlights,
was discussed by Mr. McCrossan:

 $ The total general appropriation for 2008, exclusive of reserve for uncollected taxes is
$10,750,271, which is $438,875 higher than 2007.  This increase is 4.26% over 2007 and
compares favorably to the comparative between 2006 and 2007 which was 6.08%.

 $ Total anticipated revenue in 2008 is $4,392,451, 3.1% lower than 2007, a decrease of
$138,766.



BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES            MAY 12, 2008

3

 $ Total general appropriation less total anticipated revenue is $6,357,819, 10% higher than
2007, an increase of $577,640.

 
 $ The appropriation reserve for uncollected tax is $1,513,028.

 $ The total general appropriation for 2008 inclusive of the appropriation reserve for
uncollected tax less the anticipated revenue is $7,870,847, which is the amount to be raised
by taxation in the budget.  This is a 7.94% increase over 2007.

 $ The tax rate will increase $.02 from $.272 to $292 which is a 7.35% increase over 2007.

 $ Overall, the combined tax rate for Somerset Hills School District, Somerset County,
Municipal Open Space, and Municipal tax will increase $.045 from $1.34 to $1.385 which
is a 3.35% increase over 2007.

Mr. McCrossan said the primary factors that effect a 7.35% increase in the Bernardsville tax rate in
2008 are as follows:

$ NJ State is 60% of the total increase in the amount to be raised by taxation in the 2008
municipal budget.

$ NJ State Aid has been reduced $138,000 which is 13.6% less anticipated revenue than was
received in 2007 and is 99% of the total revenue decrease in 2008.

$ NJ State contributions to the pension plan for police and public employees will increase
$207,633 which is 38% higher than 2007 and 36% of the total increase amount to be raised
by taxation in the 2008 municipal budget.

$ Salary related increases are $156,000 which is 27% of the total increase amount to be raised
by taxation in 2008 over 2007.

$ Other expenses represent 13% of the taxation increase.  

Mr. McDowell moved to approve Resolutions #08-81 and #08-90.  Mr. Rossi seconded, and the
motion was approved with six yes votes.

Mr. McCrossan moved approval of Resolution #08-95, INTRODUCING THE 2008 MUNICIPAL

BUDGET (Sheet 2 of budget document).  Mr. Rossi seconded, and the motion was approved with
six yes votes.
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Anderson Hill Road crosswalks 

Mayor Honecker asked for a status report on the possibility of installing crosswalks on Anderson Hill
Road.  Messrs. Valentine and Macdowall, both present, said that the matter is under review by the
Public Works and Public Safety Committees, that traffic data has been collected, but pedestrian
traffic data and engineering review are incomplete.

Brick donation fund-raising at the library

Fran and Gerry Fischer, representing the library, discussed this fund raising project, and the intended
use for the proceeds.  Bricks will cost $500 for an engraved brick at the front door area and $250 for
those in the interior courtyard.  Details will be provided in a press release.  Council Members
expressed unanimous consent for the project.  

Farmer’s Market

Christa O’Connor, BBDC  Market Administrator, requested permission in a memo dated May 6, to
operate  this event on municipal property at the Bernardsville Train Station parking lot, from June

14 to November 29 (except on Far Hills Race Meeting day in October) from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the
usual cost of $50 per farmer for the entire period.   Mrs. Foster moved approval for the event,  waiver
of fees set by ordinance, collection of $50.00 for each vendor license and no fee for the sponsor.  Mr.
Rossi seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

Hearing/vision tests for School Crossing Guards 

A proposed resolution was tabled until the next meeting on May 27.

COAH Third Round Rules

Mayor Honecker discussed a growing movement to overturn new COAH rules.   He said obligations
under the new rules would almost quadruple housing obligations, based on what is believed to be
incorrect information.   Mr. McDowell spoke about a meeting he attended  in Peapack-Gladstone
with municipal officials from Hunterdon, Morris, and Somerset Counties.  The new COAH
requirements, he said, create a  huge financial burden for towns and he expressed  full support for
joining with the League of Municipalities to pursue litigation.  Mrs. Foster said Somerset County
representatives told the state that the numbers were incorrect and their research turned out to be so
good that they were asked to help get the matter sorted out.  She suggested contacting Freeholders
to inquire where they stand on this subject.  A class action may be the answer said Mayor Honecker.
It was moved by Mrs. Foster to authorize an expenditure of $500 for the League of Municipalities
to pursue litigation on the COAH Rules.  Mr. McDowell seconded and the motion was approved
upon a call of the roll:
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Mr. Dooley yes Mr. McDowell yes
Mrs. Foster yes Mr. Rossi yes
Mr. McCrossan yes Mr. Sooy yes

Disposition of old gazebo roof

Mayor Honecker said the Recreation Director has requested removal of the old gazebo roof stored
at the Polo Grounds; that it has been reported to be a safety hazard.    Mr. Rossi suggested it be used
on a new structure for the Pine Street playground and that it be stored at the Pill Hill site until a final
decision is made.  It was agreed that it must be utilized during the summer, or disposed of.   

Olcott Improvements

Mayor Honecker asked John Macdowall, Public Works Manager, to describe the project, which
includes removing the crown in the roadway, paving, curbing, five foot sidewalks on both sides of
Olcott, removing about 23 trees and replacing them in kind, and drainage improvements.  Mr.
Macdowall said the project was planned in 2003-04, then delayed because of the major expansion
of the high school.  A grant is still applicable in the amount of $150,000.   The Historic Preservation
Advisory Committee (HPAC) is looking at the area for preservation designation.  The Shade Tree
Committee and the HPAC have been provided with a preliminary set of plans and are expected to
comment.  HPAC asked that old stone walls be preserved.  Shade Tree had issue with the plan to
extend the sidewalks to the Old Army intersection. At Old Army, an intersection recognized as
challenging for pedestrians and vehicles, the location of the crosswalk is yet to be determined.
Somerset County has offered suggestions. The Shade Tree Committee commented that certain trees
between Highview and Old Army are, “trees in healthy midlife, not involved in the overhead wires
and would continue the attractive look of the street”.  Mr. Macdowall said the committee recognizes
that trees are a concern to be addressed, but getting out to bid soon is critical if the project is to be
completed by the time school starts.  The tree work will be done by the Borough outside of the road
improvements contract and Shade Tree has suggested waiting until the construction is complete to
decide on replanting at specific locations and tree species.  The bid specifications will be complete
soon, and advertising for receipt of bids, already authorized, could appear soon, with the possibility
of an award at the June 9 meeting.  If that works out, the project could  start in late June, giving us
two months for completion before the new school year.      

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public at this point.  Rosalie Baker, 61 Olcott Avenue,

spoke of concerns about the loss of trees and in opposition to five foot sidewalks.  Janice Virtue,
Childsworth Avenue, questioned the need for five foot sidewalks and the size of tree replacements.

Mr. Macdowall explained that the new trees would have a 2.5 to 3.5 caliper.   Rosalie Baker spoke
about flexible sidewalks and sidewalk trees in Greenwich Village and asked if there is an urban tree
which would work for this project?  Mayor Honecker suggested that her comments be referred to the

Shade Tree Committee for consideration in developing the planting plan.  Paul St. Onge, 60 Olcott
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Avenue, expressed appreciation for the project and recommended sidewalks on one side only.  Pete

Kellogg, 36 Olcott Avenue, said he is not in favor of five foot wide sidewalks, and asked about the

installation of speed bumps on Olcott.  Chief Valentine discussed speed control devices.  Rosalie

Baker said speed tables have been successful in Mt. Lakes. She said even buses are speeding on
Olcott, and suggested closing the intersection at Childsworth.   Mayor Honecker asked to refer the
possibility of speed tables on Olcott to engineering representatives for review.  

CLOSED SESSION

It was moved and seconded to adjourn to an executive session to consider potential litigation, and
that the time when and circumstances under which the matter can be disclosed to the public is when
it is resolved.  Mayor Honecker commented that it is likely the meeting will reconvene.  Motion
carried.

REOPEN

It was moved by Mr. McDowell, seconded by Mrs. Foster, to reopen the meeting to the public.
Motion was approved with five yes votes.  Mr. Rossi returned to the podium.

Mayor Honecker advised that in the Executive Session Council was unable to resolve this matter,
and he read from the Administrative Code, which provides that the membership of an existing
committee can be changed when a violation has occurred.   Mr. McCrossan moved that based on the
proceedings of the March 24 Executive Session and the April 14 Council meeting, Councilman
Rossi violated the administrative code of the Borough and to remove him immediately from the
Public Works Committee.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion.  

Mayor Honecker asked if there was discussion.  Mr. Rossi spoke at length in his own defense, giving
his views and reasons for his actions.  Borough Council Members expressed their opinions which
are the foundation of their vote on Mr. McCrossan’s motion.  Mayor Honecker asked for a roll call
vote on the motion to remove Mr. Rossi from the Public Works Committee:

Mr. Dooley no Mr. McDowell yes
Mrs. Foster yes Mr. Rossi no
Mr. McCrossan yes Mr. Sooy no

Mayor Honecker voted yes to break the tie.  Motion carried.  

REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. Foster moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. McDowell seconded and the motion was approved
unanimously.

______________________________
Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
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