
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

May 24, 2004

A meeting of the Borough Council was called to order  by Mayor Williams  at  7:00 p.m. on Monday,  May 24,  in the Borough
Hall.   Present  were  Council  Members  Lee  C.  Honecker,  Vivian  McMillen,   Joseph  Rossi,  Mikael  Salovaara  and  Helen
Walton.  Also present  were John R. Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Borough  Attorney,  Ralph A. Maresca,  Jr.,  Borough Administrator &
C.M.F.O,  Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant Administrator.   Council Member Marie C. Flynn was absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Williams read that notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News,  Courier  News and the Star  Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 23, 2003.

OPENING MESSAGE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Williams quoted from a Harry Potter  movie: “It is our choices,  rather  that our abilities, that show  who  we  really  are”.
The Pledge of Allegiance followed.

PRESENTATIONS

Mmes. Marilyn Dee and Jackie Skarzynski from the Bernardsville Garden Club spoke  of the commemorative bench they will
present in honor of their 75th Anniversary.  They propose to locate the four foot, engraved bluestone bench at the train station to
the left of the long stone wall and under the existing tree.  

Mayor  Williams  announced  the  members  of  the  State  Plan  Cross  Acceptance  Team:    Terry  Thompson,  Vivian  McMillen,
Michael Mondok, and Sherry Frawley.  Helen Walton will represent Mrs. McMillen at meetings, if necessary.  

Mayor Williams said he would represent the Governing Body at the annual awards  meeting for Girl Scout  Troop 67 on June 1
where he will present a Proclamation. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mrs. Walton moved approval  of minutes of the meeting held May 10,  2004.   Mrs.   McMillen seconded  the motion and said
motion was approved with five yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Williams opened the public session.  Thomas Santolini, 206 N. Finley Avenue, asked  about  the proposed   Volkswagen
expansion and displayed photographs to back  up his  complaints  regarding  conditions  of  the  property.   A  set  of  photos  was
given  to  the  Administrator  for  Zoning  Enforcement  and  Mr.  Rossi  recommended  that  Mr.  Santolini  meet  with  Zoning
Enforcement Officers.

Porag  Sheth,  7  Blazure  Drive,  asked  about  public  notice  of  meetings  and  important  business.   He  mentioned  that  he  was
present  when the recently proposed  zone change ordinance was tabled,  and asked  to be  informed  if  the  subject  is  discussed
again  in  the  future.   Mayor  Williams  told  him the  agenda  is  published  on  the  Borough’s  website  on  Friday  preceding  each
Council meeting.

John McCrossan, 20 Laurelwood Drive, asked questions regarding budget and surplus.  Mr. Salovaara responded.



Frank Marinaccio,  75 Bernards Avenue, complained  that  police  stopped  his  foreman  from  entering  Marinaccio  property  at
6:45 a.m. in his private pick-up truck.  He was told that if he proceeded  he would be ticketed.   Mr.  Marinaccio stated  that his
residential and business drive is one and the same, and he complained that this action is not consistent with the 7:00 p.m. to 7:00
a.m. restrictions being strictly enforced in response to complaints from Pine Street residents.   Mayor Williams agreed to discuss
this matter with the Chief of Police.    

Fred Hasham, 24 Fox Hollow Trail, asked  about  the status of an ordinance mentioned earlier relating to ingress /egress  at  the
Volkswagen expansion project?  Mayor Williams said it was tabled and the topic is still in the discussion stage.

Janice Virtue, 17 Childsworth Avenue, read a petition: “We  the  residents  of  Bernardsville  whose  homes  are  on  Childsworth
Avenue, hereby petition the Borough of Bernardsville to minimize the hardship inflicted  upon  us  by  eliminating  entirely  the  no
parking restriction on Childsworth Avenue, or  in the alternative,  to one side only.  This would allow family and friends to visit
without having the difficulty of walking considerable distances on streets which parking is allowed.”  The petition was signed by
eleven residents.  Mayor Williams said  their  petition  will  be  given  to  the  Chief  of  Police  and  other  appropriate  personnel  for
action.

Mr.  McCrossan spoke  again regarding the surplus amount in the budget.   Mr.  Salovaara  responded  again.   Mayor  Williams
closed the public session.

ORDINANCES
Mayor Williams opened the public hearing on  ORDINANCE  #04-1346,  AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION  OF
$5000  FROM  THE  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT  FUND  FOR  A  CAMERA/ID  CARD  MAKER,  SOFTWARE
AND  PRINTER  .   Without  questions  or  comments  from  the  public,  the  Mayor  closed  the  public  hearing.   Mrs.  Walton
moved that the ordinance be  passed on final reading and adopted as published.  Mrs.  McMillen seconded and the motion was
approved upon a call of the roll:
                Mrs. Flynn                Absent        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

Mayor Williams opened the public hearing on ORDINANCE #04-1347,  AN  ORDINANCE  ADDING  ONE  PATROL
OFFICER  TO  POLICE  DEPARTMENT  AND  AMENDING  CHAPTER   II  OF  THE  BOROUGH  CODE
ENTITLED  “ADMINISTRATION”.   Without  questions  or  comments  from  the  public,  the  Mayor  closed  the  public
hearing.   Mrs.  McMillen  moved  that  the  ordinance  be  passed  on  final  reading  and  adopted  as  published.   Mrs.  Walton
seconded and the motion was approved upon a call of the roll:
                
                Mrs. Flynn                Absent        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

        Introduction

Mrs.  McMillen  moved  that  #04-1348,  AN  ORDINANCE  APPROPRIATING  $20,000  FROM  THE  CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT  FUND  FOR  ADMINISTRATIVE  EQUIPMENT,  be  introduced  by  title,  passed  on  first  reading,
published according  to  law,  and  that  a  public  hearing  be  scheduled  for  a  meeting  beginning  at  7:00  p.m.,  Monday,  June  7,
2004.  There were no comments or questions.  Mrs. Walton seconded and the motion was approved by five yes votes.

Mrs.  Walton  moved  that  #04-1349,  AN  ORDINANCE  APPROPRIATING  $60,000  FROM  THE  CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR FIRE PREVENTION AND FIRE COMPANY EQUIPMENT,  be  introduced by title,
passed on first reading, published according to law, and that 
a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., Monday, June 7, 2004.  There 
were no comments or questions.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved by five yes votes.

2



Mr.  Salovaara  moved  that  #04-1350,  AN  ORDINANCE  APPROPRIATING  $10,000  FROM  THE  CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR VARIOUS COMPUTER EQUIPMENT AT THE LIBRARY,   be introduced by title,
passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at  7:00 p.m.,
Monday, June 7,  2004.   There were no comments or  questions.   Mrs.  McMillen seconded and the motion was approved by
five yes votes.

Mrs.  McMillen moved that #04-1351,  AN ORDINANCE  APPROPRIATING  $30,000  FROM  THE  RECREATION
CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT  FUND  FOR  VARIOUS  POOL  EQUIPMENT,  be  introduced  by  title,  passed  on  first
reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.,  Monday,  June
7, 2004.  There were no comments or questions.  Mrs. Walton seconded and the motion was approved by five yes votes.

Mr.  Honecker  moved that #04-1352,  APPROPRIATING $60,000  FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
FOR POLICE AND OEM EQUIPMENT, be introduced by title, passed  on first reading, published according to law, and
that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at  7:00 p.m.,  Monday,  June 7,  2004.   There were no comments or
questions.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved by five yes votes.

Mrs.  Walton  moved  that  #04-1353,  AN  ORDINANCE  CLARIFYING  CERTAIN  DEFINITIONS,  AND
AMENDING  ARTICLE  1  OF  THE  BOROUGH  LAND  DEVELOPMENT  REGULATIONS  ENTITLED
“GENERAL PROVISIONS”,  be  introduced by title, passed  on first reading, published according to law, and that a public
hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at  7:00 p.m.,  Monday,   June 7,  2004.   There were  no  comments  or  questions.
Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved by five yes votes.

Mr.  Honecker  moved  that  #04-1354,  BOND  ORDINANCE  APPROPRIATING  $950,000,  AND  AUTHORIZING
THE ISSUANCE OF $450,300  BONDS OR NOTES OF THE  BOROUGH,  FOR  VARIOUS  IMPROVEMENTS
OR PURPOSES AUTHORIZED TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE,  IN THE
COUNTY OF SOMERSET,  NEW JERSEY,  be introduced by title, passed  on first reading, published  according  to  law,
and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., Monday, June 7,  2004.   There were no comments
or questions.  Mrs. McMillen  seconded and the motion was approved upon a  call of the roll:

                Mrs. Flynn                Absent        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

RESOLUTIONS

#04-116        GREEN ACRES ENABLING RESOLUTION
                ($4,000 open space acquisition #1803-03-059)

#04-117        AUTHORIZING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH JOHN R. LLOYD

#04-118        GRANTING TAX DEDUCTIONS TO SENIOR CITIZENS AND A VETERAN

#04-119         APPROVING  AN  ON-PREMISE  RAFFLE  APPLICATION  FROM  THE  SOMERSET  HILLS
ADULT DAY CARE CENTER

#04-120        AUTHORIZING DISCHARGE OF HOUSING REHABILITATION MORTGAGE

#04-121        AUTHORIZING DISCHARGE OF EXPIRED HOUSING REHABILITATION MORTGAGES
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#04-122        AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF RELEASE TERMINATING K-TURN EASEMENT

#04-123        ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#04-124        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

        Consent Resolutions

Mrs. Walton moved that Resolutions #04-116 through #04-124, listed herein by title, be hereby adopted.  Mrs. McMillen
seconded and the resolutions were approved upon a call of the roll:
        
                Mrs. Flynn                Absent        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

        Other Resolutions:

Mr. Salovaara moved that RESOLUTION #04-105, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN A LAND USE
REGULATION APPLICATION FORM (lurp1) FOR HARDSCRABBLE ROAD, be tabled until  June 7, when
Mr. Macdowall can  attend and notice in writing can be given to residents along Hardscrabble Road.  Mr. Salovaara seconded
and the motion was approved upon a call of the roll:
                
                Mrs. Flynn                Absent        Mr. Rossi                No
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

        REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s written report was reviewed and accepted. He advised that certain items would be addressed during executive
session.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety  Chair,  Mrs.  Flynn was absent.   Mrs.  Walton reminded   members  of  DARE  graduations  on  May  26,  at  1:30
p.m. at the Far Hill Country Day School, and June 4, at 1:30 p.m. at the Middle School.   Messrs.  Salovaara and Williams said
they will attend on May 26.    Mayor Williams and Mrs. McMillen will attend on June 4.

Finance Chair, Mr. Salovaara, had no report.

Personnel Chair, Mrs.  McMillen, reported  that no contract  negotiation meeting had been held since the last Council meeting.
Applicants for the recreation/road department position have been interviewed and a recommendation to hire will be  discussed.
The recreation department  will  cover  75%  of  the  salary  and  benefits.   Mrs.  McMillen  moved  that  the  Administrator,  Ralph
Maresca, be authorized to pursue the hiring of the Recreation/Public Works  Department employee.   Mr.  Salovaara seconded
and the motion was approved by all present.  

Engineering, Technology & Public Works Chair, Mr. Honecker, reported.  Library items  discussed included the library hill,
the maintenance landscape contract, the possibility of installing a boiler if it is decided to convert  from electric to gas heat,  right
of entry to the building when closed and  the  location  of  keys.   Recreation  maintenance  at  the  pool  was  discussed,  including
grounding  at  a  cost  of  $15,000.   The  Memorial  Day  Parade  will  begin  at  10:30  a.m.  on  Monday.   There  has  been  a
recommendation to install bleachers at the Polo grounds ($100,000  to replace,  $70,000  to repair).   Electrical power  for Unity
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Day  was  discussed,  and  permission  was  requested  to  use  the  borough  generators.   The  Borough  Council  agreed  that  it  is
acceptable to use Road Department generators, but NOT OEM equipment.  Mr.  Honecker  said that for 2003,  $270,000  was
encumbered for roads.  Out of that amount,  $16,000  was for Sunset  Drive and the rest  was encumbered for improvements to
Mountain Top Road and Hardscrabble  Road.   The balance has not been spent  due to engineering and  state  approval,  which
need  to  be  done  before  we  can  proceed.   In  2004,  $350,000  was  designated  to  roads  including  Bernards  Avenue,  Stone
Fence Road,  Douglas Avenue, Sunset  Drive, Sunnybrook Road,  Mountain Harmony Road and Tysley Street.   Other  money
encumbered for roads  is the $200,000  downtown project,  which is a Council project  and not  a  Public  Works  project.   The
balance of this project  is coming from the business partnership and from the state.   Mr.  Honecker  stated  this information is to
clarify a perception that the borough has $1,200,000  to be  spent  on roads,  but is not using the money.  He said,  even though
we have the money, there are other factors, such as  the mentioned engineering and state  delays,  that prohibit  us from spending
it.   Mrs.  Walton  commented  further  on  the  $200,000  project,  saying  that  $70,000  has  been  used  for  engineering,  leaving
$130,000.  Mr. Salovaara spoke about attacks upon this council for failure to spend on infrastructure,  and he pointed out that
the Council has appropriated money for roads in previous budgets, but last year it was not spent. 
                                        

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Cleanup around pond for Memorial Day & Unity Day

Mr. Honecker asked for approval for cleanup work related to Unity Day and for funds to pay Dave Kruger to delineate and
stake the recently disturbed wetland area.    Mayor Williams said the work to be done around the pond in preparation for
Unity Day/Memorial Day is the same as that done for previous Memorial Day preparations, with the exception of the $250
expense to Mr. Kruger. Unity Day was discussed by the Borough Council, some of whom complained that the event  was not
explained in sufficient detail when approval was requested, especially with regard to expenses. Mrs. McMillen commented that
she believed this would be a no cost event for the municipality.  Members of the public, Mr. Parsons, Mr. Pitney and Mrs.
Steinbacher, asked to be heard at this point and the Mayor allowed related questions and suggestions.  Mr. Honecker moved
to  authorize spending approximately $3000 for cleanup around the pond.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved
by four yes votes.  Mr. Salovaara abstained.  Mr. Honecker moved to authorize spending approximately $1000 for fencing to
delineate the wetland area.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved with three yes votes.   Mr. Salovaara and Mrs.
McMillen voted no.

Bernardsville Library 

It was agreed by the five Council Members present to authorize the Mayor to sign the document regarding the sprinkler head
recall, as presented in writing by Michael Mondok.

Banner request for Make A Wish Foundation

Irenes’ Spring Tree Farm has requested permission to hang a banner across Route 202 from  9/8 to 9/26 to advertise a
fundraising event for Make A Wish Foundation.   DOT approval would be required.  The group questioned the proposed
location of the banner as a possible dangerous impact on traffic.  Consideration of this request was tabled until the next meeting
in order to obtain comment from the Bernardsville Chief of Police.  

COAH reports

Mr. Mondok presented 2003 COAH reports, asking in writing if another resolution was necessary since the reports are being
submitted late (with COAH’s knowledge).  It was decided that  resolution #04-91 authorized signature and that no additional
resolution was necessary.    
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Zoning ordinances
                                                                
Mayor Williams commented that he had expected the Chairman of the Planning Board to attend this meeting, but since he was
not present it was agreed to table discussion until June 7.  It was also agreed to notify nearby residents regarding the proposed
zoning change along Route 202.  

OPEN SESSION (None)

CLOSED SESSION

Mr  Salovaara  moved  that  the  meeting  be  adjourned  to  an  executive  session  to  consider  personnel,  contract  matters,  and
pending litigation, and that the circumstances under which the above can be disclosed to the public is when the matter is finally
resolved.  It was seconded and the motion was approved. with five yes votes.

REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT

Moved, seconded, and approved by five yes votes to reopen and adjourn the meeting at 10:00 p.m.

                                                                _____________________________
                                                                Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
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