
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

June 6, 2005

A meeting of the governing body was called to order by Mayor Parsons at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, June 6, 2005, in the Borough
Hall.  Present were Lee C.  Honecker,  Michael Landau,  Vivian McMillen, Joseph Rossi,  and Mikael Salovaara.   Also present
were  John  R.  Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Borough  Attorney,  Ralph  A.  Maresca,  Jr.,  Borough  Administrator,  and  Sandra  Jones,
Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.  Helen Walton arrived late.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Parsons  read that notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News,  Courier  News and the Star  Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 16, 2004.  

PRESENTATION - None

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Parsons opened the meeting to the public.  There were no comments or questions; the Mayor closed the public session.
ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Ordinance Hearing

Mayor Parsons  opened the public hearing on  #05-1394,  A BOND  ORDINANCE  APPROPRIATING  $968,615,  AND
AUTHORIZING  THE  ISSUANCE  OF  $920,700  BONDS  OR  NOTES  OF  THE  BOROUGH,  FOR  VARIOUS
IMPROVEMENTS  OR  PURPOSES  AUTHORIZED  TO  BE  UNDERTAKEN  BY  THE  BOROUGH  OF
BERNARDSVILLE,  IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET,  NEW  JERSEY.  Without  comments  or  questions  from  the
public, Mayor Parsons closed the hearing.    Mr. Landau moved to pass the ordinance on final reading and adopt  as  published.
  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved as follows:  
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                        Mrs. Walton                Absent

RESOLUTIONS

#05-118        APPOINTING BARBARA MARGOLESE, CLERICAL ASSISTANT, CONSTRUCTION OFFICE

#05-119         AUTHORIZING  MAYOR  AND  CLERK  TO  SIGN  A  GRANT  APPLICATION  FOR  2006
MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE ACTIVITIES

#05-120        APPOINTING MICHAEL PEREZ CAPTAIN OF POLICE

#05-121        APPROVING THE 2005 FARMER’S MARKET

#05-122        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF A BILL

#05-123        APPOINTING SCOTT TALLMADGE AS TEMPORARY SUMMER MECHANIC HELP

Mrs.  McMillen  moved  approval  of  Resolutions  #05-118  through  #05-123.   Mr.  Landau  seconded  and  the  motion  was
approved as follows:



                Mr. Honecker                Yes                        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                        Mrs. Walton                Absent
  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Centennial Celebration

The Borough Clerk advised that applications have not yet been filed, and that further review can be held until  the  meeting  on
June 13.

2005 Salary ordinance for non-contractual employees

Mrs. McMillen asked that discussion on this matter be held for closed session.

A.B.C. renewals

Inspections for renewal of licenses for the 2005-06  licensing term were received from the Police Department,  Health  Officer,
Construction  Official,  Fire  Subcode  and  Fire  Prevention  Officials  and  from  the  Zoning  Officer.   No  problems  which  would
preclude renewal were reported.  A draft resolution of approval was reviewed.  The Borough Clerk advised that she is waiting
for Tax Clearance Certificates for four licenses.  It was agreed that the resolution will be considered on June 13th, assuming that
Tax Clearance has been received.  

Operation Kill-A-Watt

Mayor  Parsons  explained  that  Operation  Kill-A-Watt  is  a  statewide  initiative  promoting  energy  conservation,  by  reducing
electric usage for two hours, between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. on Thursday, June 16.   It was agreed by the Borough Council that the
Borough shall participate in the project, and Mr. Maresca was authorized to proceed.  

Council Member Helen Walton arrived.

Junk faxes

Mayor Parsons discussed a fax recovery system whereby the borough would be reimbursed for junk fax copies received.  Mrs.
Walton suggested placing the fax phone number on the national Do Not Call list.  It  was agreed to proceed  with both solutions
to eliminate junk faxes.

Board of Adjustment vacancies

William Foster, in a letter dated June 2, recommended the following:  

?? Mark J. Salisbury (currently Alternate No. 1) be appointed to fill Mrs. Tafaro’s unexpired term to 12/31/07

?? John  Palomaki  (currently  Alternate  No.  2)  be  appointed  to  fill  Salisbury’s  unexpired  term  as  Alternate  No.  1  to
12/31/05

?? David Greenebaum (currently Alternate No.  4)  be  appointed to fill Palomaki’s unexpired  term  as  Alternate  No.  2  to
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12/31/06. 

Mr. Salovaara moved to make the appointments recommended by Mr. Foster, as discussed herein.  Mrs.  McMillen seconded.
  It was noted that two vacancies remain for 3rd and 4th Alternates. 

Removal of bamboo at RR Station

Mayor Parsons advised that Lorette Cheswick of the Bernardsville Garden Club has recommended removing the bamboo from
the  Railroad  Station  garden  (along  Mastro  Shoes).   Members  agreed  this  could  be  done.   Mr.  Rossi  offered  to  provide  a
contact in Morristown who may be interested in removing the plants.    

Pond activity

Nick Beykirch, Design and Technology Instructor  at  Bernards High School,  in a letter dated  June 3,   requested permission to
use the pond for a cardboard boat race.  The Borough Clerk advised that she left a message for Mr.  Beykirch to appear  at  this
meeting  to  answer  questions  about  the  activity.   Members  agreed  they  could  not  consider  this  request  based  upon  the
information provided, and the Borough Clerk was instructed to ask the High School Principal if she is aware of the request.  

Zoning Board of Adjustment Checklist

William Foster,  Chair,  Board  of  Adjustment,  in  a  letter  dated  May  26,  requested  that  the  Board’s  checklist  be  revised  to
require that copies of all applications be sent by the administrative officer of the Board to the Environmental Commission, Shade
Tree Committee, Board of Health and Fire Prevention Bureau, and that reports from those bodies  be  received by the Board of
Adjustment  within  30  days.    Shade  Tree  Committee  Acting  Chair,   Lou  Matlack,  was  present  and   asked  to  have  an
application for a tree removal permit be mandatory as a condition of completeness if trees  are  to be  removed from a property.
It was agreed that Mr. Pidgeon will prepare an ordinance amendment for consideration at the next meeting.

Draft ordinance/towing fees

Chief Valentine spoke  regarding the newly proposed  rates.   Mr.  Rossi  spoke  in opposition.   Mrs.  McMillen  said  the  public
safety committee investigated rates charged by area towns, and recommends moving ahead with this ordinance.   It  was agreed
to introduce an amendment at the June 13th meeting. 

Litter at the RR Station

In another open session,  Phil Pitney, Lloyd Road,  reported  hearing complaints about  litter in and around the RR Station.   The
general  opinion  was  that  trash  cans,  both  those  maintained  by  the  Borough  and  those  maintained  by  NJ  Transit  and/or  the
vendor at the station, should be emptied more often.  Mr. Honecker agreed to follow up on this concern with the Public Works
Committee.

Noise ordinance

Mr.  Landau  asked  for  a  progress  report  on  the  noise  ordinance.   Chief  Valentine,  who  served  on  the  noise  ordinance
committee, said they are waiting for another rewrite of an ordinance because the last version was believed to be  unenforceable.
 Mr. Honecker volunteered to contact Mrs. Terry Thompson to ask for the next version. 
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CLOSED SESSION

Council  Member  Salovaara  moved  to  adjourn  to  an  executive  session  to  consider  pending  litigation,  personnel  matters  and
property acquisition,  that the time when and circumstances under which the above  can be disclosed to the public is when the
matters  are  finally  resolved,  and  that  the  meeting  will  adjourn  without  further  public  action.   Mr.  Landau  seconded  and  the
motion was approved by all present.

Though not anticipated in advance,  Mr.  Salovaara moved to reopen the meeting to the public in order  to consider  Resolution
#05-124,  RESOLUTION  SUPPORTING  THE  PROTECTION  OF  BLOCK  6,  LOT  11.03  WETLANDS.   Mr.
Landau seconded the motion, which was adopted  unanimously.  Mrs.  Walton moved  adoption  of  Resolution  #05-124.   Mr.
Salovaara seconded and the resolution was approved  unanimously.  Mayor Parsons stated that the resolution would be ratified
at the next meeting on June 13.  

Mr. Salovaara moved to close the meeting to the public in order  to return to executive session.   Mr.  Honecker  seconded and
the  motion  was  passed  unanimously.   At  the  conclusion  of  the  executive  session,  it  was  moved  and  seconded  to  close  the
meeting and to adjourn.  The motion was unanimously adopted.

                                                        ______________________________
                                                        Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
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