
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

June 27, 2011

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, June 27. 
Present were Council Members Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte J. Foster and Joseph Rossi.  Council
Members Craig Lawrence and John McCrossan arrived at 7:03 p.m.  Council Member Kevin
Sooy was absent from the meeting.  Also present were Ralph Maresca, Administrator/CMFO,
John R. Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, and Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk and Assistant
Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December
30, 2010.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATION

Mayor Honecker read the following Proclamation into the public record: (Council Members
Lawrence and McCrossan arrived at this point in the meeting.)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mrs. Foster moved approval of minutes of meetings held May 23 (Mr. McCrossan was absent)
and June 13.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion which was approved with five yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Matthew Suriano, Maple Village Court
resident and part-time Dispatcher, commented on facts reported in a recent Bernardsville News
article regarding the possibility of an interlocal agreement for dispatching between Bernardsville
and  Bernards Township and generally spoke in favor of maintaining the Bernardsville
communications/dispatch.   

ORDINANCES 

Moved by Mr. McCrossan that #11-1593, AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION OF

$10,000 FROM THE RECREATION CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND, be introduced by
title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled
for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., July 11, 2011.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Rossi and
approved with five yes votes.
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RESOLUTIONS

#11-124 PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $215.74 AS A SPECIAL ITEM

OF REVENUE IN THE 2011 BUDGET (Chapter 159)

#11-125 PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $2,887.09 AS A SPECIAL ITEM

OF REVENUE IN THE 2011 BUDGET (Chapter 159)

#11-126 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#11-127 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#11-128 AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF A.B.C. LICENSES

#11-129 APPOINTING MARCIA SUDANO AS A TAX ANALYST

#11-130 AUTHORIZING RESIDENT TO PAVE UNACCEPTED FORD AVENUE

ROW TO LESS THAN STREET CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS

Resolution #11-129 was removed from the consent list for further discussion.  Mr. DeMarco
moved adoption of Resolutions #11-124 through #11-128, and #11-130.  Mr. Lawrence seconded
the motion, which was approved upon a roll call vote, as follows:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McCrossan Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. Lawrence Yes Mr. Sooy Absent

Following brief discussion, it was decided to table Resolution #11-129 until the July 11 meeting.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report dated June 23 was received.  Said report stated nothing new to report on
Post Kennel Road Drainage.  Mr. Rossi asked for more information and Mr. DeMarco explained
that the drainage discharge location is under review by property owners and the Borough
Engineers.  

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Rossi, Chair, Public Safety Committee reported that meetings have been scheduled at 8:00
a.m. July 7, August 4, and starting in September will be held the third Thursday of each month. 
Items of interest under discussion include towing practices, the possibility of sidewalks on Mt.
Airy from South Street to Pill Hill, increase in overtime due to officers out with injuries, traffic
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sign replacement, and the dispatch outsourcing potential under consideration by the Borough
Council.

Mr. McCrossan, Chair, Finance Committee, reported that after considering short term versus
long term bonding, it has been decided to seek short term bonding in August. 

There was no report from the Personnel Committee.

Mr. DeMarco, Chair, Engineering, Technology & Public Works, reported that the pond project
is on target.  DOT approval for Mullens Lane is expected shortly, then the borough will seek
bids.  Road reclamation work is scheduled during July on Tower Mountain Road and Eastern
Avenue.  The wall in the Elmer ROW, item 11B on this agenda, was discussed at this point.  It
must be determined if the wall presents a safety hazard or is an obstacle to the project and if it
should be removed.  It was decided to seek opinions on the matter from engineers, Chief of
Police, and the Fire Department.    

Mr. Rossi reported for the Cable TV and Information Systems Committee that he, Mr.
Maresca and Mr. Suriano, who currently maintains the Borough Web Site, met with a potential
vendor, Alpha Dog Solutions, for web site design and maintenance, and they quoted about
$15,000 per year.  Mr. Maresca advised that other quotes will be obtained, and the subject will be
discussed again in July.  In the meantime, the group was asked to take a look at web sites
designed by Alpha Dog Solutions for other towns, including Parsippany, Lodi, West New York,
Secaucus and Belleville. 

Mr. Lawrence, liaison to the Board of Health, reported that the board is considering whether or
not to add a charge for food handlers permits at public events like the Farmers Market.  Mrs.
Foster offered to provide information on the NJ Council of Farmers and Communities in case
they can assist.   

Mr. DeMarco, liaison to the Environmental Commission, reported that the group met on June 8
and, among other subjects, discussed the possibility of suggesting a well testing ordinance for
Bernardsville.

Mrs. Foster, liaison to Sustainable Jersey, reported that space is available in the Community
Garden.

Mrs. Foster, liaison to the Open Space Committee, reported that Mr. Nichols from the Trust for
Public Lands attended their last meeting.

Mrs. Foster reported that Planning Board review of current applications includes 30 Olcott
Square/Hampshire Companies for a change of use, and a Major Subdivision application from
Vandeveer/Sheer Bluff Holdings.  As soon as time permits, the board will review current sign
regulations, as referred by Council. 
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Mr. McCrossan, liaison to the Recreation Committee, gave the floor to members of the Fields
Planning Sub Committee to report on usage, current conditions, and to discuss a proposal to
install turf on the Polo Grounds at a cost of $1,580,500 for both fields.  The Recreation
Committee was asked to gather estimated costs on extras, including export of material and 100
year storm drainage.  Mr. DeMarco asked for a priority if only one field were done, and the
answer was the Upper Polo field.  Mrs. Foster asked for an accounting of school and recreation
us of fields and facilities.  Mrs. Ferrante, Messrs. Orza, Smoot and Steinkopf were thanked for
their work on the presentation and the matter was tabled for discussion on July 11.  

Following discussion regarding current Pool Rules and Regulations, it was moved by Mr.

McCrossan, seconded by Mr. Rossi, to adopt Resolution #11-131, AMENDING

BERNARDSVILLE MUNICIPAL POOL RULES AND REGULATIONS, by amending #4
in said rules to read "All children 12 years and under must be accompanied by a member 14 years
or older, who will be responsible for no more than three (3) children, ages 12 or under".   The
motion/resolution was approved with five yes votes.  

There was no report for the Shade Tree Committee.

Mrs. Foster reported for HPAC, that work on the Dunster/Squibb house and property continues.

Mr. Lawrence, representative to the Joint Insurance Fund, had no news or problems to report.

There was no report from the Housing Committee.

Mr. McCrossan, liaison to the Library Board of Trustees, reported that the library budget was
adopted at their last meeting, and that all business is reported in their minutes.

Mr. Rossi reported for Fire Prevention that all commercial inspections are up to date and that
the Fire Prevention Official will inspect all cisterns quarterly to insure that they are operational. 
The committee voted to pay for secretarial assistance for agendas and minutes.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

POD on West Street

Mr. Buccolo, a renter at 14 West Street was present to discuss his request for a two month
extension of time on his POD permit, while his new home is under construction in Bernards
Township.  Or, as an alternative, Mr. Buccolo said, he would need a few days to remove the POD
if that is the decision tonight.  The meeting was opened to the public at this point to hear
comments from Mr. Richardson, a neighbor at 1 Prospect Street.  Mr. Richardson, opposed to an
extension, complained that the POD has already been on site for 9 months and was there initially
without a permit.  Mr. Buccolo stated he was not aware that the permit was necessary until
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December when he obtained a permit, and later one extension.  On June 13 Council granted a
two week extension allowing time for Mr. Buccolo to negotiate with Mr. Richardson. In the
meantime, the matter was heard in Municipal Court, where two summonses were dismissed
based upon the two week extension.   Mayor Honecker closed the public portion.   Following
discussion, Mr. DeMarco moved to extend Mr. Buccolo’s permit to July 5th, with applicable fees
which may apply, to provide him time to remove said POD.   Motion was seconded by Mr. Rossi
and approved with five yes votes.    

Claremont & Mt. Airy Road parking lots

This item was not discussed on this date and the Borough Clerk was directed not to carry it to a
future agenda unless advised that it is ready for discussion.

Elmer Avenue retaining wall

This item was discussed during the Public Works report.

Bernardsville Lot 6 in Block 135

This matter was carried to the July 11 meeting.

Ordinance relative to executive sessions

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING CONFIDENTIALITY OF CERTAIN RECORDS,
EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES AND EXECUTIVE SESSION DISCUSSIONS AND
AMENDING THE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATIVE CODE AS SET FORTH IN
CHAPTER II OF THE BOROUGH CODE, was discussed, then assigned #11-1594.  Mr.
McCrossan moved that this ordinance be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published
according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.,
July 11, 2011.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion, which passed with five yes votes.

Correspondence (none)

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments or questions, he 
closed the public portion.

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. McCrossan moved, to adjourn to an executive session to consider contract negotiations,
and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public
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is when it (they) are finally resolved.  Mrs.  Foster seconded the motion which was approved
with five yes votes.

                                                REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT 

Moved, seconded, and approved with five yes votes at 10:55 p.m.

                                                                                                 ______________________
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