
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

July 11, 2011

This meeting was called to order by Council President Kevin Sooy at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, July
11.  Council Members present were Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte J. Foster, Craig Lawrence, and
Joseph Rossi.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Ralph Maresca,
Administrator/CMFO, and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.  Mayor
Honecker and Mr. McCrossan were absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk, posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 30,
2010, and supplemented with a notice regarding starting time, provided by the usual means on
July 6, 2011.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mrs. Foster moved to adjourn to executive session to consider contract negotiations, and that
the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when
it (they) are finally resolved.  Motion was seconded by Mr. DeMarco and approved with five yes
votes.  

Mr. DeMarco moved to conclude the executive session and reopen the meeting to the public. 
Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATION (none)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. DeMarco moved approval of minutes of a meeting held June 27.  Mrs. Foster seconded the
motion which was approved with five yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mr. Sooy opened the meeting to the public.  John Glass of Morristown Auto Body inquired about
progress on a new ordinance to increase towing rates?  Mr. Rossi said the Public Safety
Committee is working on the matter and said towers would be advised when the ordinance is
ready for a hearing.  

In order to accommodate members of the public, Mr. Sooy recommended hearing two items of
business at this point in the meeting.  Council Members agreed.  
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Dispatch

Mr. Sooy advised members of the public that a special meeting regarding dispatch, and the
proposal from Bernards Township to provide dispatching via an interlocal agreement, will be
discussed at a special meeting to be scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on Monday, July 25.  

Tom Sciaretta, Center Street resident and former Bernardsville Chief of Police, commended the
Borough Council for reviewing dispatch options with the taxpayers in mind, but cautioned that
what will be lost by eliminating in house dispatching is not worth the estimated $50,000 savings. 

Recreation fields planning report

No members of the Recreation Committee were present at this meeting for further discussion
regarding the proposal to install artificial turf at the Polo Grounds.  Sherry Frawley, Chair of the
Environmental Commission, encouraged normal review of this, and all, projects.  Mr. DeMarco
responded that the Council has heard the request (on June 27), but has yet to assess the need, or
make any decision or plans to follow through.    Hearing no further comments, the public session
was closed.

ORDINANCES 

Mr. Sooy opened the public hearing on  #11-1593, AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION

OF $10,000 FROM THE RECREATION CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND.  Hearing no
comments or questions, the public hearing was closed.  Mrs. Foster moved to pass this ordinance
on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion and a call of the roll
followed.  Council Members DeMarco, Foster, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted "yes".  Mr.
McCrossan was absent.

Mr. Sooy opened the public hearing on  #11-1594, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING

CONFIDENTIALITY OF CERTAIN RECORDS, EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES
AND EXECUTIVE SESSION DISCUSSIONS AND AMENDING THE BOROUGH
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE AS SET FORTH IN CHAPTER II OF THE BOROUGH
CODE.  Mr. Pidgeon said the certification for certain employees is in preparation, and that Chief
Valentine has raised concerns with counsel for the Chiefs Association.  Hearing no immediate
comments from the public, Mrs. Foster moved to pass the ordinance on final reading and adopt
as published.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion.  Then, at this point two additional public
comments were heard.  Mr. Dello Russo, Mine Mount Road resident, said the public is interested
in "what goes on" and asked how they will be informed if business is discussed in executive
session?  Chief Valentine asked if the ordinance could be tabled to allow for review of the
certification for employees?  Mr. DeMarco moved to continue the final vote on the ordinance
until August 8.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.
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RESOLUTIONS

#11-132 AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF COIN OPERATED AMUSEMENT

DEVICE LICENSES

#11-133 RESOLUTION OF BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE AUTHORIZING

THE EXECUTION OR ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND DELIVERY OF
CERTAIN AGREEMENTS AND CERTAIN OTHER ACTIONS TO BE
TAKEN ALL IN CONNECTION WITH THE SOMERSET COUNTY
IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY’S COUNTY OF SOMERSET
GUARANTEED RENEWABLE ENERGY PROGRAM LEASE REVENUE
BONDS, SERIES 2011 (FEDERALLY TAXABLE)

#11-134 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#11-135 RESOLUTION AND GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE

ANNUAL AUDIT (2010)

#11-136 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #11-

00009, BLOCK 69, LOT 26, 34 ANDERSON HILL ROAD,
BERNARDSVILLE, NJ 07924, CHAPARRO, NIMIA

#11-137 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mr. Rossi moved adoption of Resolutions #11-132 through #11-137, as listed above.  Mr.
Lawrence seconded the motion, which was approved upon a call of the roll.  Council Members
Sooy, Rossi, Lawrence, Foster and DeMarco voted "yes".  Mr. McCrossan was absent.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report dated July 6 was received.  

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Rossi said the Public Safety Committee will meet this week.  There was no report from the

Finance or Personnel Committees.

Mr. DeMarco reported for Engineering, Technology & Public Works that the Mullens Lane
project is ready to go out for bid and to move the project along, it may be necessary to schedule a
special meeting to approve a contractor.  Centerline striping work is done.  Crosswalk striping to
be done this week.  Reclamation work on Eastern Avenue and Tower Mountain Drive will begin
in August.  Mr. Rossi asked if it is possible to revisit the possibility of additional sidewalks on
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Mullens, but Mr. DeMarco said another change could cause problematic project delays. 
Regarding the Ammerman lot resurfacing, Mr. Rossi asked if the pitch is adequate?  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Bernardsville Lot 6 in Block 135

Mr. Rutz, property owner at 9 Morrison Avenue, asked if the Borough would sell Lot 6 in Block
135, a parcel adjacent to his property?  Mr. Macdowall, Public Works Manager, has stated there
is no future public use intended for the parcel.  Mr. DeMarco reported that Mr. Rutz intends to
maintain the site in its present, wooded state, and he moved to authorize Mr. Pidgeon to proceed
with steps necessary to offer the parcel for sale.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which was
approved with five yes votes.  

Correspondence (There was none)

OPEN SESSION

Mr. Sooy opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments or questions, the public
session was closed.

CLOSED SESSION (There was none)

                                                              ADJOURNMENT  

Moved by Mr. Rossi to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 p.m., seconded by Mrs. Foster, and approved
with five yes votes.

____________________
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