
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes of July 25, 2011

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:05 p.m. on Monday, July 25. 
Present were Council Members Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte J. Foster, Craig Lawrence, John
McCrossan, and Joseph Rossi.  Council Member Kevin Sooy was absent.  Also present were
John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Ralph Maresca, Jr., Administrator/CMFO, and Sandra Jones,
Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this special meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the
Star ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on July
12, 2011.

RESOLUTIONS

Mrs. Foster moved adoption of Resolution #11-138, AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS,
and #11-139, APPOINTING A PART-TIME/SUBSTITUTE DISPATCHER.  Mr. Rossi
seconded the motion and a roll call vote followed.  Mr. DeMarco, Mrs. Foster, and Messrs.
McCrossan and Rossi voted "yes".  

DISPATCH

Mr. Lawrence arrived at 7:06 p.m.  Mayor Honecker opened discussion on a potential interlocal
agreement with Bernards Township for dispatch services.  When asked for their best offer,
Mayor Honecker said Bernards responded $225,000 per year,  a savings to the Borough of about
$75,000 per year.  The Mayor polled the Council.  Mr. DeMarco said the savings is not adequate
to make the change.  Mr. McCrossan agreed, said Bernards is looking to subsidize their costs, not
providing employment for Bernardsville Dispatchers, and in the long term he feels it is better to
wait for Somerset County to make adjustments to be able to provide dispatching services to
Bernardsville.  Mrs. Foster agreed; said the cost  for an interlocal would need to be about
$180,000/year to be fair on a per capita basis.   Mr. Rossi said the in house dispatch is an
essential part of the Police Department and voted "no".   Mr. Lawrence said the numbers do not

work and he does not wish to subsidize Bernards Township dispatch.  Mr. Rossi moved to

reject the proposal from Bernards Township at a cost of $225,000.  Mr. Lawrence seconded
the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.  Mr. Lawrence commented that the
Borough Council will be obligated to review any future offers from potential providers.  

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments or questions, the
public portion was closed.  There was no Executive Session.  Mr. McCrossan moved to adjourn

at 7:15 p.m.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes. 

                           _____________________
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