
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes of August 8, 2011

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, August 8. 
Present were Council Members Charlotte J. Foster, Craig Lawrence, John McCrossan, Joseph
Rossi and Kevin Sooy.  Joseph DeMarco was absent.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough
Attorney, Ralph Maresca, Jr., Administrator/CMFO, and Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant
Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News, Star Ledger, filed
with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 30, 2011.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATION (none)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Rossi moved approval of minutes of meetings held July 11 and 25, as presented.  Mr.
Lawrence seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.  

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Edward Clark, Landscape Architect, and the

homeowner at 20 Jockey Hollow Road, requested permission to replace steel posts with
masonry piers at their existing driveway entry gate.  Mr. Mondok referred the matter to Borough
Council since a "Final Map for Scrabhollow, Section 2, dated July 14, 1977 identifies a 50' wide
easement (adjacent to and parallel to the ROW of Jockey Hollow Road) as Protected Zone for
Preservation of Vegetation Along Jockey Hollow Road."  Borough Council were in favor, in
general, except for clarification on whether the 13.2 foot opening pier to pier is adequate for
fire/safety access.  Mr. Sooy moved to approve the proposal for 20 Jockey Hollow Road (as
described by Mr. Clark in a letter/map dated August 8), subject to receipt of written confirmation
from Fire Prevention that the gate opening is adequate.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which
was approved with five yes votes.  The public session was closed.

ORDINANCES

Mayor Honecker continued the public hearing from July 11 on #11-1594, AN ORDINANCE

CONCERNING CONFIDENTIALITY OF CERTAIN RECORDS, EXECUTIVE
SESSION MINUTES AND EXECUTIVE SESSION DISCUSSIONS AND AMENDING
THE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATIVE CODE AS SET FORTH IN CHAPTER II OF THE
BOROUGH CODE.  Mr. Pidgeon said related certifications for Council Members and 
employees can be adopted via resolution at a future meeting.  Mayor Honecker closed the public
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hearing on this ordinance.  Mr. McCrossan moved adoption.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion. 
A roll call vote followed.  Mrs. Foster, Messrs. Lawrence, McCrossan and Sooy voted yes.  Mr.
Rossi voted no.  Mr. DeMarco was absent.

RESOLUTIONS

Mr. Rossi asked to remove #140 from the consent list.  Mr. Sooy moved approval of Resolutions
#141 through #147:

#11-141, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT EXCEEDING $3,389,800 BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE
COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, 

#11-142, AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR GARBAGE CONTAINER REMOVAL AND
DISPOSAL,

#11-143, AUTHORIZING REFUND OF DUPLICATE PERMIT FEE,

#11-144, ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS,

#11-145, AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS,

#11-146, AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT
UPDATE, and

#11-147, PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $12,673.56 AS A SPECIAL ITEM OF
REVENUE IN THE 2011 BUDGET (Chapter 159, P.L. 1948).

Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion, which was approved upon a call of the roll.  Mrs. Foster,
Messrs. Lawrence, McCrossan, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.

Resolution #11-140, NJDOT DIVISION OF LOCAL AID AND ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT RECOMMENDATION OF AWARD; STATE AID PROJECT BBBB

MULLENS LANE, was discussed.  Mr. Rossi noted that bids for the project have come in about
20% lower than estimated and he asked if the upper portion of Mullens could be given
consideration at this time?  Mr. McCrossan and Mayor Honecker stated that the subject will be
revisited in the future.  Mr. McCrossan moved approval of Resolution #11-140.  Mr. Lawrence
seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Mrs. Foster, Messrs. Lawrence, McCrossan,
Rossi and Sooy voted yes. 
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REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report of August 3 was received.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety Committee Chair, Mr. Rossi, said signs and striping on Anderson Road have been
discussed and Chief Valentine asked what markings are appropriate?  Mr. Maresca was directed
to follow up with the Public Works Manager.  Mr. Rossi commented that many street lights
around town are out; that the Police Department reports outages to the power company when
observed.  The towing ordinance is under review.   The wall in the Elmer Avenue ROW has been
determined to be a safety hazard and will issue a warning notice requesting the wall be removed
pursuant to ordinance.  There was Borough Council consensus to proceed with said notice.  Mr.
Lawrence said he plans to draft a letter to the newspaper advising how to report street light
outages.

Finance Committee Chair, Mr. McCrossan, said the committee will meet in September.   Mr.
Maresca notified Council that utility bills with due dates between today and the next Council
meeting on September 12, will be paid upon receipt and then added to the September 12 bill list. 
There was a consensus to proceed with mandatory payments as discussed.  

Personnel Committee Chair, Mr. Sooy, said one item will be discussed in closed session. 

Engineering, Technology & Public Works Committee Chair, Mr. DeMarco was absent, Mr.
McCrossan reported that the Ammerman lot has been paved, work on Shadowbrook and Tower
Mountain is complete, and Mullens Lane bids were awarded this evening.  Old Fort is still at the
DEP.  Pond dredging is scheduled for October.  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

Turn the Towns Teal campaign

September has been designated as National Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month.  A volunteer for
this area, Jane MacNeil of Brookside, NJ, requested permission to display ribbons and signs (new
this year), during the month of September (to be removed on or about September 30), pursuant to
a letter received from the organization dated July 11, 2011.  Approved by consensus.

9/11 Ceremony at the library

In a letter dated July 14, Paula Marasco proposed the addition this year of the United States
Marine Corps Color Guard to the 9/11 ceremony held annually at the library in observance of
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September 11.  So moved by Mr. McCrossan, seconded by Mrs. Foster, and approved with five
yes votes.  Mayor Honecker volunteered to send invitations to county and state representatives.

Banner at library/employment assistance options

Ms. Brodsky, Librarian, via a letter dated August 4, requested permission to hang two banners at
the library for a period of one year, in order to advertise job services and resources available at
the library.  Ms. Brodsky was present.  She said the banners will be provided and hung by the
State Library.  Two banner options were discussed.  Mr. Rossi moved to approve the request for
two banners (the option without a photo) as discussed in Mr. Brodsky’s August 4 letter, to be
hung on the front and back of the library building.   Mr. Sooy seconded the motion, which was
approved with five yes votes.

JIF Membership

The Borough’s membership in the Suburban Municipal Joint Insurance Fund expires on January
1, 2012.  Borough Council discussed a letter from David Grubb, Executive Director, and a
renewal agreement for the period January 1, 2012 through January 1, 2015, which is due by
October 1, 2011.   Mr. Lawrence said the premium ($314,000) this year did not increase; but has
typically increased 2 to 3% each year.  Bernardsville has been a member since 1994 in this JIF,
which is comprised of similar towns.  Mr. Rossi recommended obtaining quotes from other JIF’s
or from the commercial market.  It was decided to invite Hurley Agency, the Borough Risk
Managers, to the September 12 meeting, to give an opinion in the matter.

Recreation Fields Committee letter of August 3

With a memo dated August 3, the Recreation Fields Committee provided a copy of  proposal
tabulation sheets for "Boundary & Topographic Surveys of Recreation Property" (Polo Grounds,
Kiwanis and Claremont fields), and asked if this project would qualify for use of Open Space
funds?  The matter was discussed.  Mr. Rossi argued in favor of proceeding.  Others, including
Mr. Lawrence, Mr. McCrossan, Mrs. Foster and Mayor Honecker favored obtaining surveys
when, and if, a project is planned.   Mr. Pidgeon clarified that Open Space funds could only be
used for surveys, or soft costs, for a specific project.  It was decided that Mr. McCrossan would
advise the Recreation Committee that Open Space funds cannot be used for surveys of fields, as
proposed by the Recreation Fields Committee.

Correspondence 

Mayor Honecker advised that the borough has received an inquiry from Green Meadows Farm,
dated August 2, asking if the borough has 5 to 10 acres to lease, to operate an educational
program on the site.  The Borough Administrator was asked to advise Green Meadows that no
suitable site exists in the borough.



BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES       AUGUST 8, 2011

5

Mayor Honecker advised that the borough was contacted by the North Jersey Employee Benefits
Fund to ask if we are interested in exploring membership.  The Borough Administrator was
directed to explore.

Verizon Emergency Subscriber List Information License Agreement 

Chief Valentine advised that he is working with the Borough Attorney in this matter.  Mr.
Pidgeon explained that public records concerns are being reviewed.  Mr. McCrossan moved to
authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement, subject to attorney review.   Mrs. Foster seconded the
motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

 OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments or questions, the
public portion was closed.

CLOSED SESSION 

Mr. Sooy moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider matters subject to the Attorney-

Client privilege exemption, and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters
can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally resolved.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the
motion which was approved with five yes votes.

REOPEN

It was moved by Mr. Lawrence, seconded by Mrs. Foster, to retain an outside Zoning Officer to
assist with a conflict involving two public officials.  Motion was approved with five yes votes.

The meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

                           _____________________
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