
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

August 9, 2010

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker, at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, August 9.
Present were Council Members John McCrossan, Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte Foster, Joseph Rossi,
and  Kevin Sooy.   Also present were Ralph Maresca, Administrator/CMFO, Sandra Jones, Borough
Clerk/Assistant Administrator, and Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon, Esquire. Council Member
Edward McDowell was absent. 

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 5, 2010.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Honecker read the following Proclamation honoring Toni Marino, retired Tax Collector.
Mrs. Marino was present to accept.  

WHEREAS, Antonietta "Toni" Marino served the Borough of  Bernardsville since March 15, 1982,
until her retirement on July 1, 2010; and

WHEREAS, Toni served as Secretary in the Engineering Office until June 15, 1987; and

WHEREAS, Toni became Tax Collector on September 1, 1989 and served in that capacity until her
retirement; and 

WHEREAS, Toni demonstrated dedication, competence and integrity during her employment,
serving the public with patience for over twenty eight years.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, on behalf of
the citizens of the Borough, hereby proclaim the gratitude and appreciation of the community to
Antonietta "Toni" Marino for faithful service.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Sooy moved to accept minutes of July 12.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which was
approved with five yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  
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Tom Elliot of the Somerset Bulldogs reported that the new scoreboard for the Polo grounds has been
purchased.  He was provided with another copy of Ordinance #10-1547, and asked to file the
information.  

Karen Brodsky, Library Director, spoke regarding the champagne toast scheduled for September 12.
All members agreed to allow the event at the library.

Pat and Liam Wry, Anderson Hill Road residents, were present to request signage at the crosswalks
on Anderson Hill Road.  Mr. Rossi reported that this possibility and  painting the words "slow down"
on the pavement were discussed at the last committee meeting, and the subject will  be reviewed at
the next Public Safety Committee meeting.

Hearing no further comments or questions, the public session was closed.

ORDINANCES 

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #10-1556, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR

THE IMPROVEMENT OF TOWER MOUNTAIN DRIVE IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF
BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, AND
APPROPRIATING $160,000.00 THEREFORE, CONSTITUTING PROCEEDS OF BONDS
OF THE BOROUGH HERETOFORE ISSUED AND FUNDS AVAILABLE UNDER
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH HERETOFORE ADOPTED.   Mr. DeMarco said this
ordinance appropriates  leftover funds from old ordinances for road projects on Ballantine Road and
Olcott Avenue.  Mr. Rossi asked if  calcium products will be used on Tower Mountain and voiced
a concern about whether or not that product played a part in roads splitting open when used
previously?  Mayor Honecker advised Mr. Rossi to put his concerns in writing and direct them to
the attention of Mr. DeMarco. Without comments or questions  from the public, Mayor Honecker

closed the hearing.   Mr. DeMarco  moved to pass the ordinance on final reading and adopt as
published.  Mr. McCrossan seconded the motion which was approved upon a  roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Absent
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi No
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #10-1557, A SALARY ORDINANCE FOR

EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE WHO ARE MEMBERS OF
THE PUBLIC WORKS EMPLOYEE ASSOCIATION.  Without comments or questions  from

the public, Mayor Honecker closed the hearing.   Mr. Sooy  moved to pass the ordinance on final
reading and adopt as published.  Mr. DeMarco seconded the motion which was approved upon a  roll
call vote:
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Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Absent
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mr. McCrossan moved that #10-1558, AN ORDINANCE ALLOWING CONSUMPTION OF

ALCOHOL AT SPECIAL EVENTS CONDUCTED BY THE LIBRARY BOARD OF
TRUSTEES, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published  according to law, and that
a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., September 27, 2010.  Mrs.
Foster seconded and the motion was approved by five yes votes.

Mrs. Foster moved that #10-1559, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A ONE YEAR TERM

FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE HOUSING ADVISORY COMMITTEE, be introduced by title,
passed on first reading, published  according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a
meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., September 27, 2010.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was
approved by five yes votes.

RESOLUTIONS

#10-138 AWARDING CONTRACT FOR GARBAGE CONTAINER REMOVAL AND
DISPOSAL

#10-139 CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT (2009)

#10-140 AUTHORIZING HOLIDAY EXCHANGE

#10-141 AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF A.B.C. LICENSES

#10-143 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#10-144 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF ESCROW ACCOUNT BALANCE

Mr. Sooy  moved that Resolutions #10-138 through #10-141 and #10-143 and #10-144 be approved.
Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved upon a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Absent
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Regarding #10-134, AUTHORIZING A  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH

PRINCETON HYDRO, LLC.  Mr. Rossi said the figures are high and he inquired whether the
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Borough had considered using another engineer?  Mayor Honecker replied that Princeton Hydro,
LLC has a history with the Borough since they dredged the pond previously, but the  resolution was
tabled until September 13.  

Regarding #10-137, AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF 2011 NJDOT LOCAL AID GRANT

APPLICATION FOR DRYDEN ROAD, was removed from the consent list by Mr. Rossi, but
upon reflection, Mr. Rossi had no further comment.

Regarding #10-142, ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS.  Mrs. Foster questioned why the
Zoning Department report had more activity than was shown on the Citizen Complaint Status
Report.  Ralph Maresca explained that some of the activity would be phone calls made directly to
the Zoning Department and would therefore not be shown on the Citizen Complaint Status Report.
He stated that this was a work in progress and that all involved would work on streamlining the
procedures.   Mrs. Foster suggested that the complainant be responsible for follow up after the initial
complaint is made.  It was agreed that the complainant will be notified when complaint has been
closed. 

Mr. Rossi moved that Resolutions #10-142 and #10-137 be approved.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the
motion was approved upon a roll call vote: 

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Absent
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s Report as of July 12 was received.  Two items will be discussed during closed
session.

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Rossi reported for the Public Safety Committee that there will be a meeting held on August 19.
The new police officers are in place.  The two hour parking regulations will be discussed at the next
Public Safety Committee meeting.

Mr. McCrossan reported for the Finance Committee and stated that he will be inviting a vendor for
coop health benefit alternatives to speak at a future meeting.  Mrs. Foster inquired about cooperative
electric purchases.  Mr. Maresca explained that the Borough is committed in our present contract for
12 months.
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Mr. Sooy, Personnel Committee, reported that there was a meeting on July 27 and again this
evening, August 9.  

Mr. DeMarco, for Engineering, Technology, & Public Works, stated that Overleigh Road will be
done at the end of August.  Eastern Avenue is to go to bid shortly. Mr. Pidgeon met with the
residents on Post Kennel Road regarding easements. Those discussions are going well.  Mr.
DeMarco reported that the proposal for the Claremont Bridge will be received shortly. The proposed
work to the cistern is to be bid shortly as well.  A meeting with Princeton Hydro, LLC for the pond
dredging is being scheduled.  Mr. Rossi inquired about the open drain on Tower Mountain Road and
Mr. DeMarco replied that it was being addressed. Mr. Rossi stated that he would like to see in the
future  more narrative to the Road Department report.  Mr. DeMarco replied that it was a work in
progress and that the reporting procedure and presentation thereof could certainly be modified.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Volunteer Clean Up Day

Mrs. Foster shared a proposal from Christine Zamarra, Anderson Hill Road, for a Town Wide Clean
Up Day, to be done on Earth Day, April 23, 2011.  An outline listed partners, sites, project details
and recommended prep work.  Mrs. Foster will report again at a future meeting.  

Chamber Link on Borough Website

The possibility of adding a Bernardsville Chamber of Commerce link to the municipal web site was
discussed.  Mayor Honecker reported on his research of websites and he offered to provide ideas for
additional community links on our site for the purpose of attracting people to the Borough
businesses.  Mr. Rossi voiced concern over adding links to any business outside of Bernardsville.
Mr. Rossi reported that after web site redesign was discussed by the IS Committee he obtained
information from a potential designer, and he distributed a brochure. Mr. McCrossan recommended
the Borough include a disclaimer on the community links page.  It was agreed that a community links
page be included on the Borough site, but that only the Bernardsville Chamber of Commerce shall
be listed until a policy is developed.  This topic was carried to the September work meeting.

Signs for Non-Profits

A survey of procedures in seven other towns was reviewed.  No change in the Bernardsville
ordinance was recommended.

Fire Prevention Code Amendment

Mr. Pidgeon discussed the proposed amendment and the matter was carried until September 13.
Mr. Rossi said the Fire Prevention Bureau will review the ordinance at their next meeting.
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Ordinance Concerning Claremont Road and Mt. Airy Road Parking Lots

This amendment was carried until September 13.  Mr. McCrossan asked why the police
department is not ticketing vehicles parked on the sidewalk?  This will be referred to the Public
Safety Committee and discussed at the next meeting.  Chief of Police, Kevin Valentine will be
notified and requested to look into the matter further.

Ordinance Clarifying Applicability of Tree Ordinance to Variance Applications

This amendment contains no substantive changes to the ordinance.  Introduced was scheduled for
September 27.

Farmer’s Market Vouchers for Qualified Senior Citizens

The Mayor explained that the Borough Clerk’s Office is now prepared to distribute vouchers to
qualified seniors who are residents of the Borough.  The Borough Clerk advised that a press
release was forwarded to the Bernardsville News.

Study of Health Benefits Provider Alternatives

This was discussed earlier under Finance.  Mr. McCrossan stated that the purpose is to look at
this from a cost standpoint.  Other plans will be evaluated and compared to the current health
benefit plans that are in place. This will be presented to the Personnel Committee as well and Mr.
McCrossan will work with them in putting together a group to review the benefit plans.  Mr.
Sooy volunteered his assistance.

Correspondence

Mayor Honecker reported that he received notification from Dan Lincoln of the Historic
Preservation Committee that the Dunster Squibb property has been designated as eligible to be
added to the National Register.  Daniel Saunders, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer of
the N.J. Historic Preservation Organization sent formal certification.  The Borough now qualifies
for the Somerset County Historic Preservation Grant Program.  There is an excellent chance that
the Borough could receive all or at least some of the requested amount.  The Historic
Preservation Committee can now also move forward on the Somerset Hills Country Place ERA
Multiple nomination.

OPEN SESSION

The Mayor opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments, Mayor Honecker closed the
open session.
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CLOSED SESSION

Council Member McCrossan moved to adjourn to executive session to consider (Collective

Bargaining/Contract Negotiations) Railroad Station Sublease and (Personnel)Housing

Department Staffing and (Pending or Anticipated Litigation) Downtown Improvement Project,

and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public
is when it (they) are finally resolved.  Mr. DeMarco seconded and the motion was approved with
five yes votes.

REOPEN

Moved, seconded, and approved with five yes votes to reopen the meeting to the public.

It was moved, seconded and approved with four yes votes (Mr. Sooy abstained), to authorize
Ralph Maresca, Borough Administrator, to retain a contractor from Northeast Professional
Services from September 15 to December 15 at a rate of $25 per hour, 7 hours per day,  3 days
per week, with the provision that Mr. Maresca will review on a monthly basis the ongoing
requirement to determine whether that individual is still needed.  If this goes beyond December
15, it will be reviewed again.  The estimated total cost is $6,300.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved, seconded, and approved with five yes votes at 10:20 p.m.

____________________________
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