
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting

August 13, 2007

A regular meeting  was called to order  by Mayor Lee Honecker   at  7:00 p.m. on Monday,  August 13.  Present  were Denis J.
Dooley II,   Charlotte  J.  Foster,  Michael Landau,  and Joseph Rossi.    Also present  were Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon,
Esquire,  Ralph  Maresca,  Administrator  and  C.M.F.O.,  and  Sandra  G.  Jones,  Clerk  and  Assistant  Administrator.  Council
Members John McCrossan and Mikael Salovaara were absent.

        STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger, filed with the Municipal
Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 12, 2006.

        PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PRESENTATIONS (There were none)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mrs. Foster moved approval of July 9 minutes, as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Landau and approved with
four yes votes.

        OPEN SESSION

Representing the Bernardsville Fire Department, Anthony Falconeri, David Kotz, and Richard Eick requested funding for
portable radios needed to complete their communication equipment.  Mr. Landau said the 2007 budget request of
approximately $100,000 did not include portable radios, and the equipment would need to be part of their 2008 budget
request.  The Fire Company representatives expressed concerns that if ordered in January, it could be months before delivery
of this essential equipment.   Mr. Rossi recommended they discuss delivery options with the vendor.  Mr. Landau suggested
their request be addressed at the January 2008 reorganization meeting so that an order could be placed the next day, if
necessary.  Mr. Rossi suggested that in the meantime, the department explore lease options with Motorola in order to get
through the next few months safely.

Karen Brodsky, Bernardsville Library Director, announced that the library was recently awarded a $12,000 grant from the
Institute of Museum and Library Services, to support the SHELLS Program (Start Helping English Language/Literacy Learners
Succeed).  The program provides family literacy theme kits that address early literacy skills and expanded
English-as-a-Second Language classes.  The first session is planned for September 10 through November 15, and she hopes
community sponsorship  will allow the program to continue even after the grant is exhausted in December 2008.

Mayor Honecker suggested moving Item of Business #11F, Library maintenance issues/report, to this point in the meeting.
Library representatives were present (Karen Brodsky, James Kellett, Terry Thompson).  Mr. Maresca summarized on-going
discussions with library representatives and the Memorandum of Understanding which outlines financial responsibility for
certain items, decision-making responsibility, implementation, and preventative maintenance planning and implementation,
effective January 1, 2008.  Mr. Rossi stressed the importance of a similar agreement to address   shared costs with the
downstairs tenant and with Hampshire Management, and it was agreed that he could participate with Messrs. Pidgeon and
Maresca, in discussion with those entities toward that goal.  Mr. Rossi moved to approve “the Memorandum of Understanding
effective January 1, 2008, copy attached hereto, as set forth in item responsibility details on the three page document, except
that if the numbers change, the percent distribution will be used to determine the split in the future.”  Mrs. Foster seconded.
The motion was approved upon a call of the roll:



                Mr. Dooley                 Yes                Mr. McCrossan        Absent
                Mrs. Foster                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Absent

Mayor Honecker closed the open session.

        ORDINANCES

Mayor Honecker agreed to hear comments from the public.  Gerald Happ, 52 Olcott Avenue,  thanked Chief Valentine for
moving ahead with ordinance #1468 because the impaired sight distance created by parked cars is  a safety issue.  Mrs. Foster
moved that ORDINANCE #07-1468, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING PARKING RESTRICTIONS ON
OLCOTT AVENUE AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “TRAFFIC” be
introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting
beginning at 7:00 p.m., September 24, 2007.  Mr. Dooley seconded and the motion was approved with four yes votes.  

For the record, it was noted that this is funding for replacement, cleaning, and other work needed in the Wastewater Treatment
Plant Traveling Bridge Filter No. 2.  Mr. Landau moved that ORDINANCE #07-1469, APPROPRIATING $65,000
FROM THE SEWER UTILITY CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND, be introduced by title, passed on first reading,
published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., September 24, 2007.
Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved with four yes votes.

        RESOLUTIONS

#07-135        AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR THE SOMERSET HILLS
MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT FOR 2008

#07-136        PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $1,197.00 AS A SPECIAL ITEM OF 
REVENUE IN THE  2007 BUDGET (Chapter 159 for Recreation opportunities for the Handicapped
Grant)

#07-137        AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF FINANCE SOFTWARE AND HARDWARE UNDER STATE
CONTRACT AND ANNUAL SUPPORT CONTRACT

#07-138        PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $500.00 AS A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE
2007 (Chapter 159 for Somerset County Youth Services Grant)

#07-139        CERTIFICATION RELATIVE TO THE 2006 AUDIT

#07-140        AUTHORIZATION TO SOLICIT BIDS

#07-141        CANCELING BALANCES IN CAPITAL ORDINANCES

#07-142        AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A 2008 MUNICIPAL AID GRANT APPLICATION

#07-143        CONSENTING TO A BANNER ADVERTISING UNITY DAY IN THE BOROUGH OF
BERNARDSVILLE

#07-144        AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF POLICE OFF-DUTY ESCROW FUND BALANCES
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#07-145        AUTHORIZING REFUND OF ESCROW FEES

#07-146        AUTHORIZING 2007 PROPERTY TAX REFUNDS

#07-147        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#07-148        ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#07-149        AMENDING RESOLUTION #07-127, ENTITLED “SUPPORTING THE CAPITAL BUDGET
PLAN RECOMMENDED BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE”

Mr. Landau moved that Resolutions #07-135 through #07-149 be approved.  Mr. Dooley seconded and the motion was
approved upon a roll call vote:
                        

                Mr. Dooley                 Yes                Mr. McCrossan        Absent
                Mrs. Foster                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Absent

        REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report dated August 8, 2007 was accepted and discussion on certain items was held to Executive Session.

        COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety Chair,  Mrs. Foster, distributed her written report and spoke about certain issues.  She said the Town and
School Group wants a review of the school emergency response plan, which  needs to be revised to current standards and in
accordance with the Police Department.  A seminar for emergency management should be attended by key council members in
the Fall for the OEM.  The Police Department has set up an information kiosk at the library and they are working to have
materials available in Spanish and English.   The Police Department has requested assistance from the Fire Prevention Bureau
in evaluating safety issues on Mine Avenue and she asked the Council liaison to Fire Prevention to expedite their response.
Mayor Honecker expressed his disappointment in the amount ($7,500) of the sidewalk grant awarded to the Borough,
especially since other communities received much more, and he will ask  to see the total distribution of those funds. 

Finance Chair,  Mr. Landau, said the State has passed a law restricting the municipal tax levy cap to 4% for 2008 budgets.
We await guidance on cap exemptions.  It is anticipated that pension and health benefits may be outside this cap, and the
library is a significant question, but whatever happens this change will have substantial impact on future finances. 

Personnel - No report

Engineering, Technology & Public Works Chair,  Mr. Dooley, provided a written report, and  said the Route 202 bridge
project is near completion.  Following soon will be milling and paving of Whitenack and Mt. Harmony Roads.  Paperwork for
the Downtown Development Project has been submitted to the state.  Mr. Rossi spoke about the tree which fell on Claremont
Avenue during the week, cutting off power to a large portion of the community, and commented that the power company did a
great job of cleaning up and getting the power on.  
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS

        Public Safety items

Overnight parking of commercial vehicles in certain parts of town was discussed and it was suggested that limits  should be
placed on the length and weight of said vehicles.  At this point, the Chief said there really is nothing the Police Department can
do except to prohibit any overnight parking on the street year-round.
        
Chef Valentine discussed the crossing at Anderson Road/Sycamore Hill and safety concerns because there is no sidewalk and
limited sight distance, and he recommended adding a crossing guard at Old Army and Old Fort Roads.  Mayor Honecker
allowed public comment on this subject and members of the public, including Katherine Lincoln, Olcott Avenue and Paul St.
Onge, Olcott Avenue, spoke about problematic speeding throughout town in general, and suggested stepped up enforcement.
Mr. Rossi complained that the Board of Education, in eliminating student busing, has created a safety hazard for the borough
since children must now walk where there are no sidewalks and  no crossing guards.  

Off-duty police escrow requirements and a draft ordinance regarding same, was discussed.   Mrs. Foster moved that
#07-1470, AN ORDINANCE EXEMPTING PUBLIC UTILITIES FROM OFF-DUTY POLICE ESCROW
REQUIREMENTS AND AMENDING CHAPTER II OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED
“ADMINISTRATION”, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing
be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., September 24, 2007.  Mr. Rossi seconded.  Mr. Landau suggested that
consideration of this ordinance be deferred until after contract negotiations with the Police Department.    Mr. Rossi and Mrs.
Foster voted yes for introduction.  Messrs. Dooley and Landau voted no.  (Messrs. McCrossan and Salovaara were absent.)
Mayor Honecker voted yes to approve upon introduction, breaking the tie.

        Draft PODS ordinance

After discussing draft #1 of an ordinance entitled, “AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING TEMPORARY STORAGE UNITS
AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER 12 OF THE BOROUGH LAND DEVELOPMENT
REGULATIONS ENTITLED “ZONING”, members agreed there is a need for these regulations, and directed Mr. Pidgeon
to explore the subject further and present another draft for review at a future meeting.

        Dog licensing fees

Based upon a fee survey done by the Borough Clerk’s office of 48 municipalities during the month of August, it was noted that
fees charged during 2007 for dog licensing are low by comparison, and it was agreed to raise said fees to $15.00 for
spayed/neutered dogs and $18.00 for those dogs not spayed/neutered, effective January 2008.  Mr. Pidgeon was directed to
prepare an ordinance for consideration at a future meeting.

Somerset County Business Partnership

After receiving several invitations to join this organization, members decided to invite Peter Wright, Shared Service
Administrator for the Partnership, to attend the next work meeting in September to discuss membership benefits.

Fertilizer for fields

Mr. Maresca advised that tests have shown that our playing fields lack phosphorus, and that they will be fertilized during the
week of August 20 to correct the soil.  Mr. Dooley commented that a regular program of care would facilitate good fields.  

(Library maintenance issues/report were addressed earlier in the meeting.)
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        OPEN SESSION

Janice Virtue, Childsworth Avenue, and Paul St. Onge, Olcott Avenue, commented about speeding and suggested the
installation of  speed signs like those used in Maplewood, New Jersey.   

Mrs. Foster volunteered to assist Elaine Broyles, Zoning Enforcement Officer, with  inputting information of rental properties in
the new computer system.  There were no objections. 

Hiring of an additional Crossing Guard

The Borough Clerk asked if it is the intention of the group to make a motion on the subject?  Mr. Landau moved to authorize
the expenditure of money, until year’s end, to temporarily fill that position (Crossing Guard), at which time a new budget for
next year will be developed.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved with four yes votes.
                        

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Landau moved that the meeting be adjourned to executive session to consider pending or potential litigation and a matter
of personnel, and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are
finally resolved.
                        

REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT

It was moved, seconded, and unanimously agreed upon to reopen to the public, then adjourn the meeting at 10:25 p.m.

                                                                        _______________________
                                                                        BOROUGH CLERK

BC081307.min 
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