
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes
August 24, 2011

This emergency meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 3:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, August 24.  Members attending by telephone pursuant to Section 2-2.6h of the
Borough Code were Mayor Honecker, Council Members Joseph DeMarco, Craig Lawrence, John
McCrossan, Kevin Sooy, and Borough Attorney John Pidgeon.  Those present in the Borough
Clerk’s Office were Council Members Charlotte Foster, Joseph Rossi, Administrator/CMFO
Ralph A. Maresca, Jr., and Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator Sandra Jones.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on August
24, 2011.

Mr. Lawrence moved to hold this emergency meeting pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-9 in order to

deal with a matter of such urgency and importance that a delay for the purpose of

providing adequate notice would be likely to result in substantial harm to the public

interest.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion which was approved with five yes votes.  (Mr.
McCrossan was absent at this point in the meeting).

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Terry Thompson, Secretary to the Library
Board was present.  There were no comments or questions.  The public portion was closed.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS  

Library Solar Project

Mayor Honecker explained that this meeting was called to consider a Library Board motion
adopted on August 23 with an 8-0 vote to ask the Borough Council to rescind its participation in
the solar program for the library.  Mr. McCrossan joined the meeting at 3:38 p.m.  Concerns
regarding the program were discussed.  Mr. DeMarco said he will vote to rescind participation
and remove the borough from the financial commitment.  Mr. Rossi stated there is no benefit to
the borough.  Mayor Honecker asked if there were further comments?  There were none.  Mr.

McCrossan moved adoption of Resolution #11-148, as follows:

A RESOLUTION DETERMINING TO NOT PARTICIPATE

 IN THE SOMERSET COUNTY IMPROVEMENT 

AUTHORITY’S RENEWABLE ENERGY PROGRAM

 AND REVOKING RESOLUTION #11-133
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WHEREAS, on July 11, 2011, the governing body adopted Resolution #11-133 authorizing a
renewable energy project at the Bernardsville Library and approving the Borough’s participation
in the Somerset County Improvement Authority’s Renewable Energy Project; and

WHEREAS, subsequent to the adoption of Resolution #11-133, the Council learned that the
proposed project did not make sense for the following reasons:

• Only 9% of the Library’s energy capacity would be supplied by solar and the remaining
91% would be continued to be supplied by its utility company.

• The Borough just learned that the estimated annual savings would be only $2,730.00.

• Based on an estimated project cost of $280,000.00, the ROI would be 102.5 years on a
15-year project.  In order the break even, the annual savings would have to be in excess of
$18,000.00.

• At its meeting on August 23, 2011, the Library Board of Trustees voted unanimously to
recommend to the Borough Council that it reject the project and that it not go forward
with solar energy for the library building; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Borough of
Bernardsville in the County of Somerset, New Jersey as follows:

1. The Borough of Bernardsville does not wish to install solar panels on the library roof and
accordingly the Borough is not going to participate in the Somerset County Improvement
Authority’s Renewable Energy Project.

2. Resolution #11-133 adopted on July 11, 2011 is hereby revoked nunc pro tunc.

3. The Borough Attorney is hereby directed to send a letter to County Counsel William
Cooper informing him of the Borough’s decision to not participate in the Somerset
County Improvement Authority Renewable Energy Project.

Mr. Rossi seconded the motion to adopt Resolution #11-148.  Upon a call of the roll, five council

members votes yes to adopt.  Mrs. Foster voted no.  

It was moved to adjourn the meeting at 3:55 p.m.  The motion was duly seconded and approved 
unanimously.

__________________
BOROUGH CLERK
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