
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting

September 11, 2006

A regular meeting of the Governing Body was called to order by Mayor Jay Parsons  at  7:00 p.m. on Monday,  September  11.
Present were Denis J. Dooley, II, Charlotte J. Foster, Lee C. Honecker, Michael Landau, Joseph Rossi and Mikael Salovaara.
  Also present  were Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Ralph Maresca,  Administrator and C.M.F.O.,   and Sandra
G. Jones, Clerk and Assistant Administrator.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Parsons announced that notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 14, 2005.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Honecker moved that the meeting be adjourned to an executive session to consider  I.B.E.W. and Public Works Union
contract negotiations and that the time when the above can be disclosed to the public is when the matters are  finally resolved.
 Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved by six yes votes.  

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Salovaara  to  reopen  the  meeting  to  the  public.   The  motion  was  duly  seconded  and  unanimously
approved.

OPEN SESSION

Holly Orza,  Somerset  Hills Home School Association member,  requested permission to erect   a 30'  x 50'  tent on  a  Borough
parking lot adjacent to the tennis courts, for a fund-raiser on Friday, September 15th (rain date Sept.  19th).   Proceeds  will offset
 the $45,000 expenses for the 8th grade trip to Washington, D.C.   Mr. Rossi seconded to approve the request,  pending receipt
of certificates of insurance and a hold harmless agreement.  The motion was duly seconded and unanimously approved.

Lorette Cheswick, Bernardsville Library Association, provided plans for the “Alteration to Circulation Area”,  and asked  if she
could answer questions or  provide additional information which may be needed.   Mr.  Rossi moved approval  for the library to
proceed  with  the   circulation  desk  area  alterations  with  the  provision  that  they  will  submit  any  documents  that  have  been
requested by Borough representatives.   The motion was duly seconded and unanimously approved.  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

        Consent Resolutions

#06-176        AUTHORIZING REFUND OF ESCROW BALANCE

#06-177        AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAXES

#06-179        RESOLUTION FOR COOL CITIES CSIP TREE PLANTING GRANT

#06-180        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS



#06-182        PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $7,200 AS A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE
2006 BUDGET 

                (Chapter 159 for Aggressive Driver Enforcement Grant)

Mr. Landau moved that Resolutions #06-176, 177, 179, 180, and 182 be approved.  Mr. Salovaara seconded and the
motion was approved as follows:

                Mr. Dooley                 Yes                Mr. Landau                  Yes
                Mrs. Foster                Yes                Mr. Rossi                   Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara           Yes

Mrs.  Foster  asked  about  the cost  of benefits?  The Borough Clerk said health benefits would not be  included for a  part-time
employee.  Mrs.  Foster  moved  to  adopt  RESOLUTION  #06-178,   ADOPTING  AN  AGREEMENT  WITH  THE
SOMERSET HILLS BOARD OF EDUCATION TO SHARE SERVICES OF A COMPUTER TECHNICIAN.  Mr.
Salovaara seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

Mr. Salovaara asked if this was the vendor the Chief favored?  The Borough Clerk answered yes;  that Enforsys was the sole
bidder.  Mr.  Salovaara moved to adopt  RESOLUTION #06-181,  AWARDING CONTRACT TO ENFORSYS  (Police
Department Management Software Package).  Mr. Honecker seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes. 

Following   discussion,   Mr.   Salovaara  moved  that  RESOLUTION  #06-183,  SETTING  FEES  FOR
RECREATION/POOL PROGRAM be approved,  effective to  FEBRUARY 1,  2007.    Mr.  Honecker  seconded  and  the
motion was approved with six yes votes.

        Affordable housing issues

Ed Trawinski, Attorney representing Homeless Solutions, briefly discussed  a draft contract between the Borough and
Homeless Solutions for the sale of  lot 15.38, block 80, requiring that the parcel  be used to build 14 low and moderate income
rental units.  Also discussed was how the proposed development would fit into the Borough’s affordable housing planning.
David  Zimmerman, the Borough’s Planner, provided a copy of the Borough’s third round submission to COAH, and a letter
dated September 11, which states that the Borough’s growth share obligation is reduced to17 low and moderate housing units
(from 35 units).   Mr. Rossi encouraged the group to consider building as many units on lot 15.38 as will fit, perhaps as many
as 30, in order to consider future COAH obligations.  Mr. Trawinski commented that Homeless Solutions is flexible, and that
they could consider building a mixed project so that some units could be offered at market value.  It was agreed that the best
use of the site must be considered, and Homeless Solutions agreed to prepare a concept plan for future Council review, with
input from Messrs. Mondok and Zimmerman.  

Mr. Dooley briefly discussed the Habitat for Humanity project and financial assistance requested from the Borough for said
project.

        Bruce Feld conservation easement

Vincent Bisogno, attorney for the Feld’s, in a letter dated August 16, requested “the Borough Council agree to an amendment
of the Conservation Easement” on the Feld  property in order to allow a septic disposal field, installed in error on part of the
easement, to remain in said easement.  It was agreed to ask the applicant to provide clearer maps and/or additional information
which may be requested, so that the Planning Board can review this request and report back to the Borough Council.      

        Memorial to commemorate Messrs. Mather and Sullivan
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Bernards High graduates, in a letter dated August 29, requested permission to place a memorial at the Polo Grounds to
commemorate Edward Mather and Larry Sullivan and the “extraordinary running program they helped to create at the high
school and in the community.”   It was agreed to refer this request to the Recreation Committee for review and comment.  

        Fire Department

Debra Halik, Fundraising Committee, requested permission to utilize the parking lot at the Bernardsville Train Station, in order
to raise funds for the Fire Department parking cars for the hunt on Saturday, October 21.  The request was moved, seconded
and unanimously approved.  

William Mellon of the Fire Company discussed their request for a replacement first attack truck at a cost of approximately
$466,000, a cost which will increase about $30,000 unless purchase can be approved by September 15.  He said the current
truck is 22 years old and it is no longer cost effective to make repairs.  Negative results of regionalization would include a drop
in ISO ratings to 9, and an increase in response time.  John McCrossan discussed his financial analysis. The Finance
Committee agreed to meet on September 28 to consider  financing options.  When asked for a  straw vote on replacement of
the truck in question, Messrs. Salavaara, Landau and Dooley reserved  opinion until after further study.  Messrs.  Honecker,
Rossi and  Mrs. Foster expressed support for replacing the current truck.  
                                                                        Shade Tree Planting Plan at the library

Jerry Fischer, Shade Tree Committee Member, explained the proposal to plant nine trees along the south side of the
Bernardsville Library, approximately 10 feet from the wall.  Mr. Fischer said that the Public Works Manager is exploring the
possibility of extending the existing irrigation system to the subject area.  The trees would eventually shade the library windows
on that side of the building, reducing the air conditioning load.  Mr. Salovaara moved approval of the proposal, Mr. Landau
seconded, and the motion was approved by six yes votes.

        Streambank Restoration Demonstration Project

Rosalie Ballantine, Environmental Commission Member, spoke about the project which was explained in detail in a memo from
Enviroscapes, Inc. dated September 1.  Mrs. Ballantine stated that Paul Becker had discussed the same project at another
Council meeting, but permission to access borough property behind #75 Claremont Road is needed in order to proceed.  Mr.
Salovaara moved approval.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved by six yes votes.

        Emergency holding of dogs/Bernards Township

The Bernards Township Health Officer has proposed an interlocal agreement for the use of the Bernardsville Borough kennel
facility as an after hours emergency holding station for any dog picked up after 5:00 p.m. Monday to Friday and 4:00 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday.  Bernardsville’s Animal Control Officer supports the request.  Mr. Salovaara moved to accept the
proposal from Lucy Forgione, Bernards Township Health Officer.   Mrs. Foster seconded,  and the motion was approved with
six yes votes.

        Somerset County’s federally-funded Housing Rehabilitation Program

In a letter dated August 8, the Somerset County Community Development Office asked if the Borough would like to
participate in the County’s Housing Rehabilitation Program.  Mr. Landau moved to participate in the program.  Mr. Salovaara
seconded and the motion was approved by six yes votes.

        Rebuilding of bridge at Nervine Park

Mr. Honecker excused himself from the following discussion since Mr. Cortese is a client.  Mr. Rossi discussed a letter dated
September 5 from John Cortese, volunteering to donate time and materials to repair the 1900 bridge at Nervine Park, and to
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complete said work by April 1, 2007.  It was agreed to refer the offer to the Public Works Committee for review.

        

Appointments to Zoning Board of Adjustment

In a memo dated  September  6,  William Foster,  Chairman of the  Board  of  Adjustment  submitted  a  letter  of  resignation  from
Mark Salisbury.  Mr. Foster also recommended the following:

1• David Greenebaum, currently Alternate #1 fulfill Mr. Salisbury’s term
2• Marilyn Dee move up to Alternate #1
3• Susan Shea move up to Alternate #2
4• Joseph Fell move up to Alternate #3
5• Edward McDowell be appointed Alternate #4

Mr. Salovaara moved to approve the new appointment and changes outlined in Mr.  Foster’s  memo.  Mr.  Rossi seconded and
the motion was approved by six yes votes.

        Howlett property

Mrs. Foster asked if the group has interest in a section 811 presentation to explore the possibility of using the subject  property
for disabled housing?  Mrs. Foster was authorized to talk to HUD about the idea to see if it is a viable project from HUD’s
standpoint.  

        Mayor’s Wellness Campaign

Mayor Parsons declined participation in this project and pass the information to Lee Honecker, who agreed to review it.

        Statewide equalized school tax

Mr. Landau said he had reviewed a letter and sample resolution from Assemblymen Connors and Rumpf and Senator Connors
and that he tends to agree that an equalized school tax would not be favorable for Bernardsville; and he agreed to investigate
further.

CLOSED SESSION

It was moved and seconded as follows:

1• to  adjourn  to  an  executive  session  to  consider  possible  property  acquisition  (Regan  Timchula),  anticipated
litigation (Old Mill Manor) and a personnel matter;

1• the time when and circumstances under which the above can be disclosed to the public is when the matters are  finally
resolved; and

1• to adjourn the meeting immediately following the executive session.
                                                                _____________________________
BC091106.min                                                         Borough Clerk
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