
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

September 13, 2010

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker, at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, September
13.  Present were Council Members Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte Foster, Joseph Rossi, and  Kevin
Sooy.   Also present were Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator and Borough
Attorney John R. Pidgeon, Esquire. Council Members Edward McDowell and John McCrossan were
absent.  Ralph Maresca, Administrator/C.M.F.O., was absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 5, 2010.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  

Jack Stinson, 9 Somerset Avenue, spoke regarding a tree at Morris Avenue, a paper street, shown
on the tax map as Lot 10, Block 72.  He stated that by allowing a water line to be installed in the
easement, it follows that the Borough must accept responsibility for the street.  Mr. Pidgeon
disagreed and explained that the town never accepted the street and a title search of the property did
not disclose any documents supporting Mr. Stinson’s claim.  Mr. Rossi inquired why the Borough
could not just pay for the tree removal and Mr. Pidgeon explained that public money cannot be used
for private purposes.  Hillary Crew, resident, also spoke regarding trees on Morris Avenue.  Mr.
Pidgeon stated he does not believe that the water company would have obligation to maintain
grounds within the easement area.  The possibility of accepting dedication was discussed, and Mr.
Pidgeon said that if the Borough decides to accept the street, quick claim deeds from all residents
will be necessary.  Mr. DeMarco will ask  John Macdowall and Lou Matlack to walk the property
and get an inventory of trees.  A resolution will be considered on September 27.

Item 4C on the Agenda, Dunster Squibb/Bernardsville Community Gardens, was discussed at
this point.  Dan Lincoln of HPAC spoke regarding the Dunster Squibb project and stated that they
will  work to get the property on the National Register.  Wanda Knapik of My Local Garden, spoke
regarding garden programs associated with Sustainable Jersey, and this community garden project
at the Dunster Squibb property.  She said the purpose would be to encourage residents to have a plot
within the garden to grow their own organic produce. A Boy Scout named Silesh, explained his
Eagle Scout  project will be to erect a fence to keep out wildlife and to install four raised beds.
Funding possibilities, potential volunteer help for the project, and the installation of a parking lot
was discussed.  Mr. Lincoln stated that HPAC expects the lot would become the Borough’s
maintenance responsibility.  The general consensus was to approve the project.

Hearing no further comments or questions, the public session was closed.
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ORDINANCES 

Mr. DeMarco moved that  #10-1560, AN ORDINANCE REGULATING DUMPSTERS AND

RESURFACING OF EXISTING PARKING AREAS AND DRIVEWAYS; CREATING A

NEW CHAPTER XXII IN THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "STORMWATER

REGULATIONS"; AND MOVING SEVERAL EXISTING SECTIONS FROM

CHAPTER III TO THE NEW CHAPTER XXII, be introduced by title, passed on first
reading, published  according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting
beginning at 7:00 p.m., September 27, 2010.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved
by four yes votes.

RESOLUTIONS

#10-145 AUTHORIZING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH

PRINCETON HYDRO, LLC

#10-146 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2010 TAXES FOR

BLOCK 14, LOT 16.01, Q0066

#10-147 AUTHORIZING WEEKLY TRANSFER OF REAL ESTATE PROPERTY

TAX INFORMATION TO SIGNATURE INFORMATION SOLUTIONS

#10-148 ACCEPTING A DONATION

#10-149 AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF COIN OPERATED AMUSEMENT

DEVICE LICENSES

#10-150 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #276,

BLOCK 102, LOT 10, 11A GROVE STREET, BERNARDSVILLE, NJ

07924, SCARPA, ANTHONY JR.

#10-151 AUTHORIZING THE EMPLOYMENT OF TINA MARKEWICZ, PART-

TIME CLERICAL ASSISTANCE

#10-152 AUTHORIZING A REFUND OF FEES

#10-153 AUTHORIZING DESTRUCTION OF POLICE EQUIPMENT

#10-154 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2010 TAXES FOR

BLOCK 28, LOT 8.01, 360 MOUNT HARMONY ROAD
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#10-156 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mr. Sooy  moved that Resolutions #10-145 through #10-154 and #10-156 be approved.  Mr.
Rossi seconded and the motion was approved upon a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Absent
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Absent Mr. Sooy Yes

Mr. Rossi moved that Resolution #10-134, AUTHORIZING A  PROFESSIONAL

SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH PRINCETON HYDRO, LLC., be tabled to the meeting
on September 27.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was approved with four yes votes.
 

Mr. Rossi moved that #10-155, ACCEPTING LEONE SUBDIVISION EASEMENTS, be
approved.  Mr. Sooy seconded,  and the motion was approved with three yes votes.  Mrs. Foster
abstained.  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Dunster Squibb/Bernardsville Community Gardens

This subject was discussed earlier in the meeting.

Fire Prevention Code Amendment

An ordinance amendment will be introduced on September 27.

Health Benefits Alternatives

Mayor Honecker recused himself.  The discussion was tabled to the September 27 meeting.

Governor’s Municipal Checklist for State Aid

The check list was reviewed.  It was amended, as discussed, and final review was scheduled for 
the September 27 meeting.  In the meantime, and due to the potential to loss of state aid if the
requirement of posting of agendas and minutes on the web site is not met, the Planning Board,
Board of Adjustment, Environmental Commission and Board of Health will be advised that they
must comply immediately with the directive to post. 
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Tree/Shrub Removal at Borough Hall

General consensus was in favor of removals/prunning/trimming  proposed by the Public Works
Manager in order to improve line of site in the driveway. 

Environmental Commission/Recommendation for Appointment

Mr. Sooy moved to appoint Denis Dooley as an alternate member.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the
motion passed with four yes votes.

Curbside Large Item Pick-Up Alternatives

In response to inquiries about whether the Borough plans a bulk item pickup this year, Mayor
Honecker said he requested research into what trash haulers can do for their customers.  A survey
was reviewed.  It was mentioned that KWS will take one bulk item per week with the regular
trash collection for no extra charge.  BPU will pick up refrigerators and freezers from 10 to 30
C.F. and will also pay $50.00 per each one.  There was general discussion about adding this
information to the website and Mr. Pidgeon advised that it was fine to do so as long as no
favoritism is shown.  Mrs. Foster suggested publishing the information as well so that seniors or
others without web access would hear about the alternatives.

New Sewer Treatment Plant Utility Vehicle with Crane Hoist

There was general consensus to proceed with purchase of this vehicle, using money from the
sewer fund.  The Morris County Co-op will be used.  An ordinance to appropriate funds will be
introduced on September 27.

EUS for Ed Gunther/Insurance Matters

Mayor Honecker recused himself.  It was agreed to authorize Mr. Gunther to research alternatives
to our current dental insurance coverage.

Request for Use of Property for Equipment Staging by Barrett Asphalt, Inc.

It was agreed to approve this request, pending receipt of a Certificate of Insurance and Hold
Harmless Agreement, and that Barrett Asphalt be advised that they will be expected to restore the
site to present condition.  Mr. Rossi suggested taking a photo of the location before hand. 
 

Recreation Fields Policy and Procedure

Allocation of fields was discussed. It was decided to consider a resolution to adopt the policy at
the September 27th meeting.
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Accessory Apartment Ordinance

Introduction was scheduled for September 27.

Peace and Good Order Ordinance

Introduction was scheduled for September 27.

Correspondence

Mayor Honecker reported that he has been advised that NJDOT recommends the installation of a
left turn arrow signal heads for the southbound Route 202, Anderson Hill Road and Mount Airy
Road approaches.  This is in addition to an upgrade to all signal heads from 8" to 12" and from
WALK B DON’T WALK to countdown pedestrian signal heads.  

CLOSED SESSION

Council Member Rossi moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider (Collective

Bargaining/Contract Negotiations) Update on PBA Labor Negotiations and (Pending or

Anticipated Litigation) Sewer Back-up; Update on Downtown Project, and that the time when
and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when it (they) are
finally resolved.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved with four yes votes.

REOPEN

Moved, seconded, and approved with four yes votes to reopen the meeting to the public.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved, seconded, and approved with four yes votes at 9:30 p.m.

____________________________
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