
 BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

September 19, 2005

A meeting of the governing body was called to order by Mayor Parsons at  7:00 p.m. on Monday,  September  19,  2005,  in the
Borough Hall.  Present were Lee C. Honecker,  Michael Landau, Vivian McMillen, Joseph Rossi, Mikael Salovaara and Helen
Walton.   Also  present  were  John  R.  Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Borough  Attorney;  Sandra  Jones,  Borough  Clerk/Assistant
Administrator; and Ralph A. Maresca, Jr., Borough Administrator and C.M.F.O.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Parsons  announced that notice of  this  meeting  was  provided  to  the  Bernardsville  News,  Courier  News  and  the  Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 16, 2004.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Parsons  read a Proclamation naming October  as  Breast  Cancer  Awareness  Month  in  the  Borough  and  commending
Women’s Health & Counseling Center’s  Cancer  Education and Early Detection Program for its efforts to create  healthier and
better education communities in Somerset County.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr.  Salovaara moved acceptance of  minutes of the August 15 meeting.  Mrs. Walton seconded and the motion was approved
as follows:

                Mr. Honecker                Abstained                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Abstained                Mrs. Walton                Yes

OPEN SESSION

Lou Matlack,  Acting Chair of the Shade Tree Committee, reported  on a meeting with Mrs.  Peto  (property  owner  on  Olcott
Square)  regarding  removing  trees  on  her  property  line  with  the  library.   Mrs.  Peto  is  offering  to  contribute  half  the  cost  of
removing trees (approximately $3000) and her daughter, a landscape architect,  is offering assistance.   Because of the height of
the  wall  on  the  property  line,  it  was  agreed  to  explore  the  possibility  of  a  fence  at  the  site.   Mr.  Salovaara  recommended
preparing a written contract with Mrs. Peto, and he asked if Public Works could do some of the work in order  to hold the total
costs down?  It was agreed that the next step is to develop specifications. 
Richard  Gast,  32  Bernards  Avenue,  submitted  three  petitions  relative  to  Bernards  Avenue,  and  read  a  statement  citing
“concerns about the continuing speeding problem on Bernards Avenue.  A problem that (they) we believe will be  compounded
by the completion of the road widening and resurfacing.” 

Diana Azayo, 16 Bernards Avenue, stated  she opposes  widening of the road,   wants parking to remain as  is,  and agrees  that
speeding is the main concern.    

Mayor Parsons closed the public session.

ORDINANCES



Mrs.  McMillen  moved  that   ORDINANCE  #05-1409,  AN  ORDINANCE  AMENDING  ORDINANCE  #05-1397,
WHICH  FIXED  BASE  SALARY  RANGES  FOR  NON-CONTRACTUAL  OFFICERS  AND  EMPLOYEES  OF
THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE AFTER JANUARY 1,  2005,  be introduced by title, passed  on first reading,
published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at  7:00 p.m.,  Monday,  October  3,
2005.  Mrs. Walton seconded.   Mrs. McMillen recommended that next year the salary ordinance should reflect exact  salaries,
thereby eliminating the need for a separate  salary  resolution.   A  vote  on  introduction  followed.   Motion  to  introduce  passed
unanimously.   

Mr.  Salovaara  moved  that  #05-1410,  AN  ORDINANCE  ESTABLISHING  PARKING  REGULATIONS  IN  THE
LIBRARY PARKING LOT AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VIII OF THE BOROUGH
CODE  ENTITLED  “PARKING  LOTS  AND  OFF-STREET  TRAFFIC  REGULATIONS”,  be  introduced  by  title,
passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at  7:00 p.m.,
Monday, October 3, 2005.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.  
Mrs. McMillen moved that #05-1411,  AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING HOLIDAY DISPLAYS AND CREATING
A NEW CHAPTER IX IN THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “DISPLAYS  AND  EXHIBITS  ON  BOROUGH
PROPERTY”  be  introduced  by  title,  passed  on  first  reading,  published  according  to  law,  and  that  a  public  hearing  be
scheduled  for  a  meeting  beginning  at  7:00  p.m.,  Monday,  October  3,  2005.   Mrs.  Walton  seconded  and  the  motion  was
approved with six yes votes.

CONSENT RESOLUTIONS

#05-192         APPROVING  THREE  RAFFLE  APPLICATIONS  FROM  SOMERSET  HILLS  ICE  HOCKEY
ASSOCIATION, INC.

#05-193        AUTHORIZING RECYCLING OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT

#05-195        AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF COIN OPERATED AMUSEMENT DEVICE LICENSES

#05-197        PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $3,650.00  AS A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE
2005 BUDGET (Chapter 159, P.L. 1948)

Mrs. McMillen moved that resolutions #05-192, #05-193, #05-195, and #05-197 be approved.   Mrs.  Walton seconded and
roll call followed:

                Mr. Honecker                Yes                        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                          Mrs. Walton                Yes

ADDITIONAL RESOLUTIONS
                                        

Following discussion regarding this resolution, Mr. Rossi moved that  RESOLUTION #05-190,  URGING AMENDMENT
OF SENIOR PROPERTY TAX FREEZE PROTECTION ACT TO PROVIDE FOR HIGHER INCOME LIMITS,
listed herein by title, be hereby approved.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

Following  discussion,  Mr.  Maresca  was  directed  to  explore  the  purpose  of  this  resolution.   Mr.  Salovaara  moved  that
RESOLUTION  #05-191,  CANCELING  TAXES  ON  BOROUGH  OWNED  PROPERTY,  listed  herein  by  title,  be
hereby approved.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

Mrs.  Walton moved that  RESOLUTION  #05-194,  RELEASING ESCROW DEPOSIT RELATIVE  TO  SANITARY
SEWERS  “ROLLING  HILLS  AT  BERNARDSVILLE”  MAJOR  SUBDIVISION,  listed  herein  by  title,  be  hereby
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approved.  Mr. Salovaara requested back up material, and asked who prepared the resolution?  The Borough Clerk answered
that  Michael  Mondok  was  the  author.   Mr.  Rossi  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  approved  with  five  yes  votes.   Mr.
Salovaara abstained.

Mrs.  McMillen suggested that Resolutions #05-190  and 196 be sent to Denis Dooley and Edith Cavaluzzo  since  they  are  of
interest  to  senior  citizens.    Mrs.  Walton  suggested  exploring  the  success,  or  lack  of  success,  of  the  housing  rehabilitation
program by reaching out to those who have participated.  
        
Mrs.  McMillen  moved  that  RESOLUTION  #05-196,  AUTHORIZING  DISCHARGE  OF  HOUSING
REHABILITATION MORTGAGE, listed herein by title, be  hereby approved.   Mr.  Rossi seconded  and  the  motion  was
approved with six yes votes.

Mr. Landau moved that RESOLUTION #05-198, ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS, listed herein by title, be  hereby
approved.  Mr. Honecker seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.
                                

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report was reviewed and accepted. 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety   

Mrs. Walton quoted from a written report from Chief Valentine, regarding: 

?? Personnel openings for a Records Clerk and dispatchers
?? A pedestrian/school safety initiative
?? One detective has been reassigned to cover the patrol vacancy
?? Review of capital improvements that may be needed at the pistol range
?? Department work on traffic and speed concerns on Prospect Street
?? Chief Valentine will attend the International Association of Police Chiefs Training Conference in Miami Florida
?? Chief Valentine is working with the Fire Department and County OEM to explore relocating the Borough’s Emergency

Operating Center to the newly renovated Firehouse
?? Two officers have completed EMT Training
?? Seven  officers  will  participate  at  Unity  Day  where  they  will  conduct  Child  restraint  Safety  activities  and  car  seat

inspections, display equipment, discuss and provide materials related to our pedestrian/school safety initiative 

Mr. Rossi spoke about the fiber optic line which will be installed by Patriot Media, and suggested that it be  placed underground
between town hall and the Fire Company for safety reasons.  On the subject of the Police Department, Mr. Rossi stated  that he
agrees with Chief Valentine’s opinion that two new officers should be hired; a DARE officer and a Patrolman.

Finance 

Mr.  Landau  said  the  committee  has  begun  discussions  about  the  2006  budget,  targeting  a  5.5%  increase  in  the  operating
portion,  and  a  $750,000  capital  fund.   The  committee  is  considering  a  change  in  Auditing  firms,  and  will  make  a
recommendation at the next meeting.

Personnel
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Mrs. McMillen stated that she will have a brief report in closed session.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works

Mr. Macdowall, Public Works Manager, was present.  Mr. Honecker asked Mr. Macdowall to discuss the work proposed  on
Bernards Avenue.  Mr. Landau recommended holding that discussion for a  separate  public works  meeting, after giving notice
of a meeting of the Public Works Committee of the Whole.  Mr. Rossi said that because  the committee received a bid over the
initial engineering cost they must now decide whether to move forward.   Mrs.  Walton suggested the matter be  discussed  now
since Mr.  Macdowall  was present.   It  was  moved  and  seconded  not  to  convene  a  public  works  meeting  at  this  time.   The
motion was approved with five yes votes.  Mr. Rossi voted no.

Mr.  Honecker  suggested  that,  in  general,  Public  Works  Committee  of  the  Whole  meetings  should  be  held  at  Council  work
meetings, and he suggested noticing a special meeting on September 26 and including the work meeting dates between now and
the end of the year.  Mr.  Salovaara moved,  Mr.  Landau  seconded,  to notice a meeting for 7:00 p.m. on September  26,  with
topics to include Bernards Avenue.                                  

Mr.  Honecker  said  that  he  had  been  contacted  regarding  the  $77.50  charge  for  plans  for  the  Bernards  Avenue  project,
because  Mr.  Bowie got the impression at  the last meeting that they  could  be  provided  free  of  charge.   After  discussing  this
matter  with  staff,  Mr.  Honecker  said  it  is  Borough  practice  to  charge  for  all  documents  according  to  fees  set  forth  in  the
ordinance.   No change from normal practice was directed, but it was noted that members of the public always have free review
access to documents.   

Mr.  Rossi asked  about  the gas line installation project  in progress  and expressed hope that pavement  will  be  restored  to  our
satisfaction.  Mr. Pidgeon and Chief Valentine said the contractor has been cooperative thus far. Due to complaints from nearby
residents,  a better  staging area  to hold  construction  supplies  will  be  found.   The  Borough  Clerk  was  directed  to  include  the
Bernards Avenue project on the agenda for the Public Works meeting on September 26.  

Mrs. McMillen referred to a letter from Mr. Fresella dated September 16, she would be unable to attend the next meeting, but
wanted to state her objection “to paying one vendor yet not two others”.    

Quarterly Reports

Cable TV

Mr. Rossi said Patriot Media is working to install a fiber optic system throughout town, in the schools,  the library and borough
hall and the wiring should be done by the end of October.    

Deer Overpopulation

The Borough Clerk was directed to remove this committee from the list for future reports.  

Town and School

At their recent  committee meeting, an overview of the construction project  at  the  school  location  was  provided.   A  potential
sidewalk plan was discussed.  The need for a school resource  officer was discussed.    Student  parking issues were discussed.
Bathrooms at the recreation fields are almost ready for use.   An automatic locking system will be utilized allowing access  during
designated hours.   Mr.  Landau suggested that the school board  reconsider  adding a resource  officer  to  their  budget  because
that would expedite hiring same.

Board of Health - No report
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Environmental Commission

The Environmental Commission will be  participating in Unity Day at  Nervine Pond on September  24,  2005  with handouts for
children on stormwater management education.  The committee will seek  council consent  for a stewardship award program for
“wonderful land stewards”.   They have two potential recipients in mind.  The next meeting will be  October  12.   The committee
has three grants and they are very appreciative of the support the council has given them.   

Information Systems, Open Space Committee, Planning Board - No report

Recreation Committee

Mr. Honecker  said the offer from BHS Lax Backers  to donate  and  install lacrosse nets is being explored  by  the  committee.
Pool membership was down this summer.  Non-resident and senior  membership was up.
        

Shade Tree Advisory Committee

Mrs. Walton spoke about the work load waiting for the Zoning Enforcement Officer and expressed concern that she does  not
have the time, or perhaps even the expertise,  for Shade Tree work,  and  suggested another part-time shade tree  person might
be necessary.   In regard to zoning enforcement  concerns,  Mrs.  Walton  referenced  a  letter  received  from  Maureen  Sciaretta
about overcrowding in her neighborhood.  

Historic Preservation Advisory

Mrs. McMillen said that invitations have been mailed for the HPAC Photographic Exhibition featuring the Train Station,  which
will be held at the Library on Sunday, October 2,  from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.

        Insurance

Mr. Landau said that renewal in the JIF is due, and that the cost of commercial insurance is being explored as an alternative.
Hurley Agency has provided some back up information for consideration but more detail is needed.   Mr. Salovaara said he
was “uncomfortable with the analysis; that it is more of a cheerleading effort for JIF/MEL”.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Religious displays - Done earlier

Lancor matter

Before moving on with the agenda, Mr. Pidgeon was asked about his report that the Assistant DEP Commissioner reneged on
her promise to allow the Borough to conduct its own inspection of the Lancor Subdivision wetlands. Mr. Pidgeon was directed
to write to the DEP to express disappointment with the decision to settle, and to express concerns regarding severe
environmental damage which may result.  

        Draft resolution for decal fees and regulations

The resolution setting fees and the number of decals which may be sold was reviewed.  The discussion drifted into a much
broader question regarding how parking should be regulated at the lots, by fee boxes, meters, or by continued sale of decals.
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It was agreed that the Borough Clerk would order decals, but that this discussion would be continued on October 3.    

        Maddaluna/request for telephone pole/additional information

Members discussed the letter from Sam Maddaluna, requesting a letter from the Borough giving permission for the Electric
company to install a new telephone pole in the right of way in front of the Maddaluna property.  This would enable the power
company to upgrade his service and run power lines underground.  Mr. Salovaara moved to deny permission, based upon the
information provided thus far.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved with a voice vote of four ayes with Mr.
Honecker abstaining. Mrs. Walton was absent from the podium for this vote.

OPEN SESSION

Cathy Pierce, 7 Holly Ridge Court,   asked  for an update  on the cell tower issue at  the Pill Hill Landfill, and she was informed
that potential bidders will do a walk through and feasibility study, which is expected to take place within the next two weeks.

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Landau moved that the  meeting  be  adjourned  to   executive  session  to  consider  personnel  matters,  pending  or  potential
litigation, and property acquisition, that it is anticipated that the meeting will reopen and adjourn without further action,  and that
the time when and circumstances under which the above can be disclosed to the public is when the matters are  finally resolved.
Mrs. McMillen seconded, and the motion was approved by all members present.

        REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT

Moved, seconded, and approved by those present at 10:50 p.m.

                                                                __________________________
                                                                Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
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