
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

October 12, 2010

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, October 12.
Present were Council President John McCrossan, Council Members Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte
Foster, Joseph Rossi, Edward McDowell and Kevin Sooy.   Also present were Ralph Maresca,
Administrator/CMFO, Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator, and Borough Attorney
John R. Pidgeon, Esquire.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 5, 2010.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments or questions, the public
session was closed.

Mayor Honecker read a letter from Dan Lincoln and Paula Marasco of the Historic Preservation
Advisory Committee, regarding the Dunster Squibb house: 

"We are pleased to advise you that this evening we are attending the Cultural And Heritage

Commission / Historic Preservation awards ceremony with the Somerset County Freeholders to accept on

behalf of the Borough of Bernardsville a grant award for the first stage in the restoration of the Dunster/

Squibb property. This check, in the amount of $76,500 will enable us to replace the roofing with wood
shakes, install new copper leaders and gutters throughout, and do outside repairs including windows and
some siding. We deeply appreciate the support, generosity, and vision of our County government C not only
here in Bernardsville but also throughout Somerset County." 

"We are extremely pleased that the Bernardsville Council also recognized the value of the Dunster/Squibb

purchase. When we first came before you to advocate for and urge this purchase, we promised we would

pursue all available funding. We are living up to our promise and will continue to do so. Through previously
sought after grant funding and Bernardsville*s contribution, we were able to purchase this nearly four acre
site. This past weekend, with the help of our dedicated community volunteers, the community garden began.
A sincere thank-you to all our residents who rolled up their sleeves for such a beautiful project on such a
beautiful day.  In addition, our 501-C3, The Friends Of Historic Bernardsville, is underway and already,
we have pledges of support. Your Historic Preservation Advisory Committee is dedicated to, and promises
to do everything possible to bring to fruition this outstanding property for the enjoyment of our entire
community."  

"Again, our sincere thanks to the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders, Mayor Lee Honecker, the
Bernardsville Borough Council, and the many residents of Bernardsville for their Support."
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Resolutions

#10-167  AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR RECLAMATION OF TOWER

MOUNTAIN DRIVE

#10-168 AUTHORIZING RECYCLING OR DESTRUCTION OF EQUIPMENT NO

LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE

#10-169 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #267,

BLOCK 110, LOT 29, 24 CENTER STREET, MARTINEZ, ARNALDO &

GVILLERMINA

#10-170 ESTABLISHING DECAL FEES AND OTHER REGULATIONS FOR

MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS DURING 2011

#10-172 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#10-173 SETTING RECREATION FEES

Mr. Sooy  moved that Resolutions #10-167 through #10-170 and #10-172 and #10-173 be approved.
Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved upon a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Resolution #10-171, CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN FOR 2009 AUDIT REPORT OF THE

BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, SOMERSET COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, was discussed.
Mr. Maresca presented a verbal "plan" since the written plan was not provided.  Mr. McCrossan
moved that the resolution be approved, subject to attaching the written Corrective Action Plan.  Mr.
DeMarco seconded.  The motion was approved with six yes votes. 

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Claremont and Mount Airy Parking

This subject was tabled to November 8.  The Public Safety and Parking Committees will review the
proposal in the meantime.
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Code Enforcement Officer Clarification of Duties

A draft ordinance entitled "EXPLICITLY CREATING THE POSITION OF CODE
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER I OF THE
BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "GENERAL PROVISIONS", was tabled to November 8. 

Housing Ordinance Applicability to Tenants who are Relatives

An amendment to exclude relatives from certain provisions of the housing ordinance has been
suggested.  Mr. Sooy said the Housing Committee supports an amendment for immediate family
members.  It was agreed to consider an amendment on November 8.  

Locations for Gazebo at Pine Ridge Playground,
Gazebo at Polo Grounds, and Equipment Storage Shed at Polo Grounds

Based upon illustrations of the site showing the proposed location for three structures, there was
consensus to approve all three.

Little League offer of Concession Stand Roof Repair at Kiwanis Field

Somerset Little League offered a donation in the form of repair/replacement of the roof on the
concession stand at the Kiwanis Rotary Fields.  The in kind donation form was submitted (on this
date and without supporting documentation).  Mr. McCrossan moved to accept the donation.  Mr.
DeMarco seconded, and the motion passed with six yes votes. 

Student Intern to Work with Animal Control Officer

The Transition Coordinator at Lord Stirling School in Basking Ridge, NJ, has requested
permission for a student intern to work in the Borough with our Animal Control Officer.  The
student will be insured by the school; a certificate will be provided.  Mr. DeMarco moved to
approve, Mr. McDowell seconded, and the motion passed with six yes votes.  

Correspondence

Mayor Honecker discussed a letter from a resident at 19 Old Army Road, regarding vacant
property at 18 Old Army that is believed to be in foreclosure.  The property is reported to be in
"terrible condition, overgrown with weeds and a neighborhood eyesore".  The matter will be
passed on to code enforcement.  Mr. Pidgeon said a summons could be issued to the bank
holding the mortgage.  The Mayor will contact the resident to advise what action is available to
the borough.  
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CLOSED SESSION

Council Member Sooy moved to adjourn to executive session to consider PBA and Dispatcher

Contracts, Bernardsville Depot Lease/Contract Negotiations and items of personnel, and that the
time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when they
are finally resolved.  Mr. McDowell seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

REOPEN

Moved, seconded, and approved with six yes votes to reopen the meeting to the public.

Mr. Lincoln and Mrs. Marasco presented a check representation for $76,500.00 for the Dunster
Squibb property.   

Mr. Rossi moved to approve Memorandums of Agreement for the Sergeants/Lieutenants,
Patrolmen/Detectives and Dispatchers, subject to adoption of ordinances to authorize payment of
increases.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

Based upon information provided by Mr. Rossi, Mr. McCrossan moved to allow one Far Hills
resident to participate in a Bernardsville Recreation program.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion
which was approved with six yes votes. 

ADJOURNMENT

Moved, seconded, and approved with six yes votes at 8:20 p.m.

____________________________
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