
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

November 22, 2010

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker, at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, November
22.  Present were Council Members Joseph DeMarco, Edward McDowell, John McCrossan, 
Joseph Rossi, and  Kevin Sooy.   Also present were Ralph Maresca, Administrator/C.M.F.O.,
Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator and Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon,
Esquire.  Council Member Charlotte Foster was absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 5, 2010.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Sooy moved to accept minutes of meetings held October 25 and November 8, 2010.   Mr.

McDowell seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes. 

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  

Robert Baker of 61 Olcott Avenue spoke regarding the Sustainable Jersey award.  He thanked the
Mayor and Council for their support and displayed the award.  He said Bernardsville has
achieved Bronze level status, certification good for three years.  The Sustainable Jersey team will
strive to attain Silver level within the next two years, and he explained the benefits of same.  He
said the Sustainable Jersey team will explore future solar panel use in the borough and will apply
for grants to be used for the Bernardsville Community Garden.  

John Glass of Morristown Auto Body was present to request towing fee increases.  Mr. Pidgeon
explained that increases, if approved, would be put in place via an ordinance amendment.  Mr.
Glass requested an opportunity to review the ordinance.  It was agreed that the proposed
ordinance could be discussed at the next work meeting and forwarded to Mr. Glass for his review
prior to introduction.

Rose Prusina was present to discuss Animal Control.  She was informed that the Animal Control
issue would be discussed later in the meeting.
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ORDINANCES 

Mr. McDowell moved that #10-1574, AN ORDINANCE SETTING SALARIES/HOURLY

RATES OF NON-CONTRACTUAL EMPLOYEES FOR 2011, be introduced by title, passed
on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting
beginning at 7:00 p.m., December 13, 2010.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was approved
by five yes votes.

Mr. DeMarco moved that  #10-1575, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING HOUSING

INSPECTION EXEMPTIONS AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER

XI OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE", be
introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing
be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., December 13, 2010.  Mr. McCrossan
seconded and the motion was approved by five yes votes.

Mr. McDowell moved that  #10-1576, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING DEVELOPMENT

APPLICATION FEES AND ESCROW DEPOSITS AND AMENDING ARTICLE 15 OF

THE BOROUGH LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE ENTITLED "FEES AND ESCROW

DEPOSITS", be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that
a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., December 13, 2010.  Mr.
Sooy seconded and the motion was approved by five yes votes.  Mr. Rossi discussed comments
from a developer who claims to have received a late bill for $1,900 in connection with an
application that had been approved.  Mr. Pidgeon suggested that the matter be discussed at a joint
meeting with the Planning Board.

Mr. DeMarco moved that  #10-1577, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING FEES CHARGED

FOR COPIES OF MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT REPORTS AND AMENDING

CHAPTER II OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "ADMINISTRATION", be
introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing
be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., December 13, 2010.  Mr. Sooy seconded and
the motion was approved by five yes votes.

Mr. McCrossan moved that  #10-1578, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING PARKING

REGULATIONS ON OLCOTT AVENUE AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII OF THE

BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "TRAFFIC", be introduced by title, passed on first reading,
published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at
7:00 p.m., December 13, 2010.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved by five yes
votes.
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RESOLUTIONS

#10-189 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#10-190 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#10-191 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#10-192 AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF POLICE OFF-DUTY ESCROW FUND

BALANCES

#10-193 AUTHORIZING RETURN OF ESCROW DEPOSITS FOR STREET

OPENING PERMITS

#10-194 AUTHORIZATION TO ACCEPT AN AWARD OF THE FEDERAL

FISCAL YEAR 2010 DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PERFORMANCE GRANT PROGRAM

FUNDING AND TO AMEND THE BUDGET AND CERTIFY THE

AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS

#10-197 ACCEPTING THE RETIREMENT OF BOROUGH ASSESSOR MARCIA

SUDANO EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 31, 2010, REAPPOINTING HER AS

ASSESSOR WITH REDUCED DUTIES AND SALARY EFFECTIVE

FEBRUARY 1, 2011, AND INCREASING THE RESPONSIBILITIES AND

SALARY OF THE DEPUTY ASSESSOR.

Mr. Rossi  moved that Resolutions #10-189 through #10-194 and #10-197 be approved.  Mr.
Sooy seconded and the motion was approved upon a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Absent Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mr. DeMarco moved that Resolution #10-195, APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE

COMPANY, be approved.  Mr. McCrossan seconded and the motion was approved upon a roll
call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Absent Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes
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Resolution #10-196, AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH ST. HUBERT’S ANIMAL

WELFARE CENTER FOR ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES, was discussed.  Mayor
Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  

Mark Prusina, Chilton Street resident, stated that he is trained in animal control and employed as
Director of Municipal Services in Mt. Lakes, and he urged Council to call on experts who
understand the profession before making a decision on the contract.  

Alison Chester, Old Army Road resident, stated that she was delighted with the service provided
by current employees and gave several examples of same.  

Rose Prusina, Chilton Street, said she is also trained in animal control, is concerned about what
St. Hubert’s will do about wildlife, asked what is the percentage of lost pets in the Borough,
commented that Police are not trained to handle animals, suggested doing a service comparison,
stated that in the past she has waited two hours even for a call back from St. Hubert’s, and
commented that the current animal control officers do their jobs well.

Karen Gardner, Post Kunhardt Road, said the Animal Control Officer has been exemplary over
the years.  She said she contacted St. Hubert’s and learned they will only answer calls for
domestic animals; will not assist in trapping as Joe and Lucy do.  She said they are contracted
with fourteen municipalities, most more urban than Bernardsville, and three people handle all
fourteen municipalities and when a call is received, they will not give a time frame for response.   

Phil Pitney, Lloyd Road, wondered what St. Hubert’s knows about handling wildlife?  He
believes that our officer does a good job.  Recently, he provided pointers on how to get back his
lost golden retriever.  Mr. Pitney stated that it would be a loss to the Borough if the position is
replaced by an outside contract.  

Dr. Hollo, Medical Director of the Basking Ridge Animal Hospital, said this change would not
be in the town’s best interest; that the town should find another means of saving money.  He said
Veterinarians need foot soldiers who are willing to do the ground work. 

Dr. Julia Johnson, Veterinarian, said that our Animal Control Officers do a fine job.  She has
reviewed the proposed contract between Bernardsville and St. Hubert’s, and is concerned with
the delivery of services in a timely fashion.  Quick response time is important.  If an animal is hit
by a car for instance, our officers can get there quickly and deliver the injured animal to her and
possibly save the animal’s life.  If St. Hubert’s is unable to do the same in a similar situation, the
injured animal would die from lack of timely assistance.  Also, if the facility here is shut down
and St. Hubert’s does not work out, it will be more costly to re-open our facility.
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Mr. Rossi requested that Resolution #10-196 be tabled until the December 13 meeting.  Mr.
McDowell suggested inviting St. Hubert’s to the meeting to answer questions.  Mr. McCrossan
said that he agreed that response time is important.  He said he is interested from a budget
standpoint; that the Borough has worked hard to avoid layoffs, but if cuts are not made here they
must look elsewhere.  Mr. McCrossan agreed to table the resolution.

Mr. DeMarco said that the option of contracting with St. Hubert’s  was not explored due to lack
of quality existing service.  The goal is to provide continued, safe service, but it may not be the
gold standard of service.  He agreed to table the resolution to December 13.

Mr. Sooy stated that he personally has had two good experiences with the current animal control
officers.  He believes that they do a great job.  He agreed to table the resolution to December 13.

It was agreed to table Resolution #10-196 to December 13.  Mayor Honecker stated that there are
some important issues to be considered when making a final decision. The response time is a key
point.  More information will be gathered and St. Hubert’s will be invited to attend a meeting. 
Mark  Prusina asked a question regarding the budget and whether it was advisable to make a
decision before all of the numbers are known.  Mr. McCrossan said that they must look at
discretionary spending.  The salaries, pension and health benefits costs are known at this point.  
Mr. Rossi stated that St. Hubert’s has not yet addressed the town’s request for more information
on response time and asked why animal control is at the top of the list of line items to be
considered for spending cuts?  Mr. McCrossan said that it is not on the top of the list but it is one
of the line items that is being considered in an effort to save the town money.  Mr. DeMarco said
an exploration of alternatives for animal control has been ongoing.  It was agreed that Resolution
#10-196 will be listed as an "Item of Business" on the December 13 agenda.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s Report as of  November 17 was received.

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Rossi reported for the Public Safety Committee that a traffic study was discussed at the last
meeting.  Chief Valentine has contacted Rutgers regarding free services that may be available to
Bernardsville.  Also, Hal Simoff, a resident who is a traffic engineer, volunteered to work with
the committee.  The Mayor referred to the October report regarding the Olcott Avenue crosswalk 
and asked whose responsibility is it to make recommendations for crosswalks?  Mr. Rossi will
inquire with Chief Valentine.   Mr. DeMarco said that the Highview Avenue crosswalks have
been painted.
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Mr. McCrossan reported for the Finance Committee that the committee will meet prior to
December 13 to recommend budget strategy and recommend transfers.

Mr. Sooy, Personnel Committee, reported that the Committee met tonight.  There are no items
to be discussed at this time.

Mr. DeMarco, for Engineering, Technology, & Public Works, said that the Eastern Avenue
drainage is done.  Tower Mountain will be underway shortly.  A catch basin will be installed on
Old Colony Road to alleviate icing conditions.  Projects for the coming year were discussed as
well.  A purchase order for the replacement of the Claremont Bridge has been issued and
hopefully that work can be completed in the spring.  Bob Brightly is drafting designs for the
proposed work on Mullens Lane so that it can be presented to the residents for their feedback. 
The designs will show various options for sidewalks, curbing, shrubbery, etc.  The committee is
hopeful that a special meeting open to the public can be scheduled for sometime in January.  

Mr. Rossi commented that the Claremont parking area is overgrown with weeds and in need of
clearing.  He suggested cleaning up the dead trees and weeds during the winter months so that it
will be easier to view the area to see what changes need to be made.  Mr. DeMarco replied that
the road department crew is currently busy picking up the leaves around town and will be
continuing with the leaf pickup until sometime after Thanksgiving.  He stated that he will discuss
the issue with John Macdowall to see if there is money in the budget to do the cleanup. 

Mr. Rossi suggested that the town look into lease options of road department equipment on an as
needed basis rather than purchasing some equipment.  One example given was a "skidster" with
milling attachment and a blower attachment for snow removal in the winter.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Direct Install Program Update

Mr. Maresca reported that he met with Donnelly representatives this week.  Applications have
been e-mailed to us and will be completed.  Rob Haynes will be our point person.  There are a
number of programs that can be funded and Donnelly can help determine what Bernardsville is
eligible for.  

Little League Requests (Memo of 11/15)

Little League requests permission to relocate the smaller shed and in its current location, place a
larger shed, that will house the groomer.  The smaller shed will then be moved to the right field
line to hold smaller equipment. They would also like to pour concrete under the existing batting
cages at Kiwanis Field and then cover them with artificial turf.  There were no objections to these
requests.  It was the consensus to move forward with both projects.
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Holiday Display (Menorah) At Pond

The Chabad Center of Somerset County on Valley Road in Basking Ridge, requested permission
to display a Menorah November 29 through December 15, as part of the holiday display at the far
side of the pond. There were no objections, pending receipt of a certificate of insurance and hold
harmless agreement.

Holly Days, December 4

The Chamber of Commerce provided written information on their Holly Days event to be held on
Saturday, December 4, 2010.  It was noted for the record that none of the activities require a
license.  There were no objections, pending receipt of a certificate of insurance and hold harmless
agreement.

Reorganization

It was decided to set January 3 for reorganization.  On December 13 suggestions for
appointments to the various committees and boards will be discussed.

Safety Award

Mr. Maresca, Administrator, requested permission to use some of the $1,000 2010 JIF Safety
Award to fund a holiday party for  employees.  There were no objections.

Reports

Mayor Honecker mentioned the Citizen Complaint Reporting System.  He stated that there is a
complaint for 13A Center Street that alleges stacking issues.  The Housing Department reported
that there are suspected violations at this address but has been unable to gain entry to do
inspections.  Mayor Honecker praised the new system and the work that is being done by the
Housing Department contractors.

Correspondence

There was no correspondence to discuss.

OPEN SESSION

The Mayor opened the public session.  Hearing no comments, the session was closed.
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CLOSED SESSION

There was no Executive Session at this meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved, seconded, and approved with five yes votes at 9:10 p.m.

                                                                                         ______________________
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