
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

November 28, 2011

This meeting was called to order by Council President Kevin Sooy at 7:00 p.m. on Monday,

November 28.  Present were Council Members Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte J. Foster, Craig

Lawrence, John McCrossan, and Joseph Rossi.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough

Attorney, Ralph Maresca, Jr., Administrator & CMFO and Anthony Suriano, Deputy Borough

Clerk.  Mayor Lee C. Honecker was absent. 

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star

Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December

30, 2010.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

Michael Melhan of Alpha Dog Solutions was present to discuss the website redesign project.  He

discussed the fee schedule of the project which is determined by population.  Alpha Dog will

build a state of the art website and maintain it daily.  Mr. Lawrence asked if they are available

24/7.  Mr. Melhan answered yes, 24/7, 365 days a year, and even are available during

emergencies.  Mr. Melhan discussed the process Alpha Dog uses to set up the website.  They will

meet with department heads, asking what content to put on the website.  They take pictures of

sites around town for the backdrop of the website.  They transfer data from the existing website

to the new one.  Mr. McCrossan asked if we had a contract.  Mr. Pidgeon responded that we will

incorporate the proposal submitted by Alpha Dog into a contract.  A resolution for website

design, #11-196, will be considered later in the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Rossi moved approval of minutes of October 24 and November 14.  Mrs. Foster seconded

the motion which was approved with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mr. Sooy opened the meeting to the public.

Geri Rossman, Claremont Road, said she appeared at the last meeting and mentioned a branch

hanging on wires near her home, and wanted to know the status of it, since the branch is still

hanging on the wire.  Mr. Maresca said JCP&L has been contacted by John Macdowall, but they

have not responded to the site to cut the branch.  Ms. Rossman continually asked if anyone on

council knew anyone at JCP&L to call and get this branch removed.  Mr. McCrossan said the

borough does not have a relationship with JCP&L.  Mr. Sooy said Mr. Maresca could call

JCP&L again, but the borough cannot answer for JCP&L.   Ms. Rossman asked about the status
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of a tree "on the hill".  Mr. Sooy said we could have Shade Tree look at it.  Mr. Lawrence said he

will contact Mr. Matlack of the Shade Tree Committee and along with Mr. Macdowall, they will

discuss what to do about this tree.

Keith McGruskin, Mullens Lane, said the sidewalks recently installed on Mullens Lane look very

nice, but end before the top of the street.  He asked if there’s a next step to the project.  Mr.

DeMarco said the next phase would be in the next budget cycle which would be 2012 .  Mr. Sooy

said this is not a dead issue and the Public Works Committee will discuss the next phase of the

project in January 2012 and make a recommendation to council.  

Maureen Jende, said a good job was done on the Mullens Lane sidewalks.  She asked what the

decision was about a line of sight issue.  Mr. DeMarco said that will be the next phase of the

project which will be in January of 2012 when the Public Works Committee will discuss it and

make a recommendation to council.  

With no more comments, Mr. Sooy closed the public session.

RESOLUTIONS

#11-196 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR WEBSITE DESIGN, DEVELOPMENT, 
TABLED ACCEPTANCE, TESTING, IMPLEMENTATION AND
MAINTENANCE 

#11-197 FURTHER REDUCING PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE FOR "THE
PRESERVE" MAJOR SUBDIVISION (BLOCK 7, LOT 4)

#11-199 PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $2,033.73 AS A SPECIAL ITEM
OF REVENUE IN THE 2011 BUDGET (Chapter 159)

#11-202 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#11-203 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#11-204 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mr. Lawrence moved adoption of Resolutions #11-196, #11-197, #11-199, #11-202 to #11-204. 
Mr. DeMarco seconded and the motion was approved upon the following roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco yes Mr. McCrossan yes

Mrs. Foster yes Mr. Rossi yes

Mr. Lawrence yes Mr. Sooy yes

Resolution #11-200, Authorizing a Contract for Memorial Park Pond Dredging, was

discussed.  Mr. Rossi asked if the environmental issues were taken care of.  Mr. DeMarco said
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the Borough Engineer resolved it.  Mr. Rossi asked if the same bowl will be used.  Mr. DeMarco

said it is in the specs which Mr. Macdowall has in his office.  Mr. McCrossan asked if

indemnification was needed.  Mr. Pidgeon said the contract would include that.  Mr. McCrossan

suggested changing the title and body of the resolution to indicate "inclusive of disposal".  

Resolution #11-201, Authorizing a Request for a Two Month Extension of Time for Award
of a Construction Contract for the Old Fort Road Municipal Aid Grant , was discussed. 

Mr. Rossi asked about the timeframe.  Mr. DeMarco said the state asked us for and extension.    

Mr. Lawrence moved adoption of Resolution #11-200 as amended and #11-201.  Mr. Sooy

seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes. 

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report was reviewed.  Mr. Pidgeon mentioned a petition was filed with the Board

of Public Utilities.  

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety, Mr. Rossi said the committee discussed the two recent storms, the problems they

created, and remedies for the future.  The towing ordinance is being review by Mr. Pidgeon and

Captain Perez.  Mr. Rossi suggested Public Works and Public Safety work together regarding

deer removal.  Mr. Pidgeon said we are not allowed to be involved in deer removal due to state

regulations.  Mr. Rossi suggested writing to the Governor.  

Finance, Mr. McCrossan said the committee will meet later this week.  The 2011 books will be

closed out shortly and there may be a transfer resolution at a future meeting.

Personnel, Mr. Sooy said the committee has two items for discussion in closed session.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works, Mr. DeMarco said that Mr. Macdowall has been

busy managing the brush clean up by the Public Works department, so the committee has not

met.  The Mullens Lane project has been completed.  

Mr. Sooy asked that the topic of Reorganization be put on the December 12th agenda.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

OLPH/St. Elizabeth’s School 5K Run B March 24, 2012

Susan Holly and Andrew Taylor were present to discuss the 5K run to recognize the 95th

anniversary of St. Elizabeth’s School.  The run would take place on March 24, 2012 (no rain

date), start and finish on Seney Drive as indicated on the route that was distributed in the council

binders.  The event would start at 9:00am and is estimated to finished at 11:00am.  Street
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closings such as Seney Drive, would occur prior to 9:00am.  A hold harmless agreement and

certificate of insurance have been filed.  Council consent was unanimously granted for this event.

FAA Memorandum of Understanding

A resolution will be prepared for the December 12th meeting.

Sustainable Raritan River Initiative Resolution

A resolution will be prepared for the December 12th meeting.

OPEN SESSION

Mr. Sooy opened the meeting to the public.  With no comments or questions from the public, Mr.

Sooy closed the public session.

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lawrence moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Personnel Matters, and that

the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when

it (they) are finally resolved.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes

votes.

Mr. Rossi had not signed the council confidentiality agreement and left the meeting at this time.

Council elect John Farrell, who will be on council January 1, 2012, signed the council

confidentiality agreement and was present in executive session.

ADJOURNMENT 

Moved, seconded, and unanimously approved at 9:00 p.m.  

_______________________
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