
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

December 13, 2010

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, December 13.
Present were Council Members Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte Foster, John McCrossan, Edward
McDowell, Joseph Rossi and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were Ralph Maresca, Administrator/CMFO,
Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator, and Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon,
Esquire.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 5, 2010.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  

Nora Parker and Coleen Harrington from St. Hubert’s discussed a proposed contract for animal
control services, out of two shelters in Branchburg and Madison.  They currently have six certified
officers covering twenty three towns; two of the six are also animal cruelty investigators.  Relative
to response time, the representatives stated that it would normally take between fifteen and thirty
minutes to respond to a daytime call and possibly longer in the evening hours.  They will handle
small wildlife calls such as injured or orphaned fawns, racoons, squirrels, birds, etc.  They will not
get involved with the removal of injured grown deer.  That would become a police matter.  Injured
and orphaned wildlife is cared for at their facility until turned over to the appropriate wildlife
rehabilitator.  Officers will remove a nuisance animal inside a home, but not from someone’s yard.

The meeting was opened to the public at this point, for questions and comments.   Doris Love,
Douglas Road, recalled an incident with a squirrel in her home.  Rose and Mark Prusina, Chilton
Street, and Karen Gardner, Post Kunhardt Road, asked questions regarding the proposed contract
with St. Hubert’s. Allison Chester, Old Army Road, recalled negative dealings with St. Hubert’s.
Julia Johnson, DVM, asked how St. Hubert’s will handle larger animals such as cows, pigs and
horses, and she suggested maintaining our current in house animal control services but charging
homeowners fees to respond to those calls that we are not obligated by law to address.  Dr. Hollo,
DVM, agreed with Dr. Johnson.  Sherry Frawley of Carriage House Road commented on St.
Hubert’s increasing fees in other municipalities and stated that some would like to discuss the
possibility of shared services.  

It was the consensus to table the matter to January 10.  The Administrator was directed to study the
options, including continuing with in-house services, but clarifying duties/responsibilities and
charging for services, exploring an interlocal agreement, or approving an outside contract with St.
Hubert’s. 

Hearing no further comments or questions, the public session was closed.
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ORDINANCES

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on  #10-1563, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING

PEACE AND GOOD ORDER AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER

III OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "POLICE REGULATIONS", Mr. DeMarco

moved that the public hearing on this ordinance be carried to the meeting on December 27.  Mr.
McCrossan seconded and the motion was approved by six yes votes. 

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on  #10-1574, AN ORDINANCE SETTING

SALARIES/HOURLY RATES OF NON-CONTRACTUAL EMPLOYEES FOR 2011. 

Without comments or questions from the public, Mayor Honecker closed the hearing.  Mr. Rossi
moved to pass the ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Sooy seconded the
motion which was approved upon a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on  #10-1575, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING

HOUSING INSPECTION EXEMPTIONS AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING

CHAPTER XI OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

CODE".  Without comments or questions from the public, Mayor Honecker closed the hearing. 
Mrs. Foster moved to pass the ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr.
McCrossan seconded the motion which was approved upon a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #10-1576, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FEES AND ESCROW DEPOSITS AND AMENDING

ARTICLE 15 OF THE BOROUGH LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE ENTITLED "FEES

AND ESCROW DEPOSITS". Mrs. Foster moved that the public hearing on this ordinance be
continued to the meeting on December 27.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion which was approved
with six yes votes.

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #10-1577, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING

FEES CHARGED FOR COPIES OF MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT REPORTS AND

AMENDING CHAPTER II OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED

"ADMINISTRATION."  Without comments or questions from the public, Mayor Honecker
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closed the hearing.  Mr. Sooy moved to pass the ordinance on final reading and adopt as
published.  Mr. DeMarco seconded the motion which was approved upon a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #10-1578, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING

PARKING REGULATIONS ON OLCOTT AVENUE AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII

OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "TRAFFIC."  Without comments or questions
from the public, Mayor Honecker closed the hearing.  Mr. McCrossan moved to pass the
ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion which was
approved upon a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

RESOLUTIONS

#10-198  AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF ESCROW ACCOUNT BALANCES

#10-199 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

#10-200 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #274,

BLOCK 118, LOT 15, 23 MEEKER ROAD, BERNARDSVILLE, NJ 07924,

GLYNN, BRIAN

#10-201 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#10-202 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#10-203 CANCELING 2010 CURRENT FUND APPROPRIATIONS TO SURPLUS

Mr. Sooy  moved that Resolutions #10-198 through #10-203 be approved and that Resolution
#10-197 be tabled to the meeting on December 27.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was
approved upon a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Claremont and Mt. Airy Parking

It was agreed to table further discussion to the meeting on December 27.  Mr. Rossi asked when
the property can be cleaned up?  Mr. McCrossan commented about the mission for the area.

Hull Request for Use of Pool Parking Lot

Rebecca Hull, 170 Chapin Road Ext., requested permission to use the pool parking lot on
Saturday, May 7, 2011.  Her children will be having their b’nai mtizvah that morning and in the
evening they are throwing a party for them in Paramus.  She is renting two buses and would like
to bus the children to and from Paramus using the pool parking lot as a meeting point for parents
and buses.  There were no objections to this request, subject to receipt of an insurance certificate
and hold harmless agreement.

Design for Traffic Control Box at Olcott Square

The Mayor discussed murals that were painted on a traffic control box in Bernards Township,
and said he will investigate the possibility of doing something similar in Olcott Square.

Complete Streets Policy

Mr. Rossi discussed various areas of town that need attention regarding traffic control. Chief
Valentine commented that some good foundation work has already been done as far as pedestrian
safety, crosswalks and developing safe routes travel.  The Safety Committee decided to look at
Sustainable Jersey’s Complete Streets Program where Bernardsville can earn points by adopting
policies and instituting them as formal Borough policy.  The next step is to have Council review
the program and draft a sample resolution to adopt the Complete Streets Program policy.  The
next step would be committee review of  roadways, crosswalks, etc.  A resolution will be
considered at the meeting on December 27. 

Hazard Mitigation Plan

Chief Valentine discussed the Somerset County All Hazards Mitigation Plan, and the possibility
of future grant funding for repairs which occurred during 2010 hazard events (storms). 

Reorganization

Reorganization on January 3rd was discussed. 
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Correspondence

A letter from Cesar Mistretta Jr., Account Executive at Brown & Brown Insurance, was received
offering to meet with representatives of the borough to explore insurance services.  Mr.
McCrossan reported on efforts by Ed Gunther, the broker recently appointed by the Borough
Council, and limitations because our group is small.  Now, another opportunity to explore
savings by joining with our schools was discussed with their broker (Centrix), and school and
borough representatives. It was decided to poll the council on the question of pursuing an
interlocal agreement with the school to study the possibility of insurance savings.   Mr. DeMarco,
Mr. Sooy, Mrs. Foster, Mr. McDowell and Mr. McCrossan voted "yes".  Mr. Rossi did not vote. 
Mr. Mistretta will be thanked for his offer and advised that we are covered for now.   

Via a letter dated December 8, Clancy Realty Group complained about fire prevention inspection
fees based on the fact that he is a commercial tenant in Bernardsville and he believes the property
owners are responsible.  Mr. Pidgeon said this is a private matter between landlord and tenant. 
No action is required by Borough Council; the matter will be resolved by the Fire Prevention
Officer.

Mayor Honecker reported that the Library has inquired about the possibility of installation of
solar panels in 2011 to offset the cost of electricity.  It was decided to respond that it is not
possible to commit now for 2011, but the Borough will explore a plan for the future.

The Mayor reported that NJ American Water has announced rate increases effective January 1.

Mayor Honecker reported receiving an application for the Mayors Wellness Campaign Smoking
Cessation Program to be held during January.  Mayor Honecker is considering exploring
eligibility.  

Mayor Honecker reported that all NJ Mayors received from the Office of the Assistant Secretary
of Defense a "Statement of Support for the Guard and Reserve", to "recognize, honor and enforce
the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA)".  

Mr. McCrossan reported that the library has asked if Council can fund them for 2011 at $928,000
in order to maintain services.  Their 2010 budget was $897,000.  Given anticipated budget
problems it was decided via a poll, to advise them that funding in full is not possible, and while
there is no guaranty, Council will try to fund at the 2010 budget.  Regarding the budget, in
general, Mr. Maresca commented on the pension and 12.2% health benefit increases, both
outside the cap.  
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CLOSED SESSION

Council Member DeMarco moved to adjourn to executive session to consider assignment of the

RR Station sublease, personnel matters, the Nova Crete Contract for downtown improvements,

and sewer issues on Liberty Road, and that the time when and circumstances under which the
matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally resolved.  Mr. Sooy seconded and
the motion was approved with six yes votes.

REOPEN/ADJOURNMENT

Moved, seconded, and approved with six yes votes to reopen the meeting to the public, and to
adjourn at 11:30 p.m.

____________________________
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