
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting

December 22, 2008

A regular meeting of the Governing Body was called to order by Mayor Lee Honecker  at 7:00
p.m. on Monday, December 22, 2008.  Present were Denis J. Dooley II, Charlotte Foster, John
McCrossan,  Edward McDowell, Joseph Rossi and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were Borough
Attorney John R. Pidgeon, Esquire, Ralph Maresca, Administrator and Anthony Suriano, Deputy
Borough Clerk. 

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December
18, 2007.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - recited by all present

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Honecker read proclamations honoring Debbie Rokosky and Shane Porter, who have
received the Governor’s Teacher Recognition Award as outstanding teachers in the Somerset
Hills School District.  

Mayor Honecker read a proclamation honoring the Bernardsville Library Board of Trustees as the
HAPLR Index has awarded the Bernardsville Public Library the highest rating for population
group served in the State of New Jersey and, further, has rated the Bernardsville Public Library
second in the entire State of New Jersey, which translates into a total of 304 libraries against
which the Bernardsville Public Library was measured.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Rossi moved to accept the minutes of November 24, December 3 (Messrs. Dooley and Sooy
were absent) and December 8 (Mrs. Foster was absent).  Mr. McDowell seconded and the motion
was approved with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the public session. With no comments from the public, Mayor
Honecker closed the public session.

ORDINANCES

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on Ordinance #08-1502.  With no comments or
questions from the public, Mayor Honecker closed the public hearing.  Mr. McCrossan suggested
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some typographical changes to this ordinance.  Mr. Pidgeon said the changes could be made

tonight and the ordinance adopted as amended.  Mr. Sooy moved that ORDINANCE #08-1502,

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH HOUSING CODE AS SET FORTH IN

CHAPTER XI OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

CODE" be amended to reflect the typographical changes suggested by Mr. McCrossan.  Mrs.
Foster seconded and the motion was adopted with six yes votes.  Mr. Sooy moved that Ordinance
#08-1502 be passed on final reading and adopted as amended.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the
motion was approved upon the following roll call vote:

Mr. Dooley Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on Ordinance #08-1503.  With no comments or
questions from the public, Mayor Honecker closed the public hearing.  Mr. McDowell moved

that ORDINANCE #08-1503, INCREASING AFFORDABLE HOUSING

DEVELOPMENT FEES AS AUTHORIZED BY N.J.A.C. 5:97-8.3 AND AMENDING

ARTICLE 13 OF THE BOROUGH LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS

ENTITLED "AFFORDABLE HOUSING", be passed on final reading and adopted as
published.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved upon the following roll call vote:

Mr. Dooley Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on Ordinance #08-1504.  With no comments or
questions from the public, Mayor Honecker closed the public hearing.  Mrs. Foster asked why
one employee who left in 2008 is on the list of salaries for 2008.  Mr. Suriano said that the
employee was working for part of the year and will be paid only up until their last day of

employment and not a full year.  Mr. Rossi moved that, ORDINANCE #08-1504, SALARY

ORDINANCE FOR PATROLMEN AND DETECTIVES OF THE BERNARDSVILLE

POLICE DEPARTMENT, be passed on final reading and adopted as published.  Mrs. Foster
seconded and the motion was approved upon the following roll call vote:

Mr. Dooley Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes
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RESOLUTIONS

#08-191 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE CERTIFICATION OF

COMPLETION OF PROJECT AND UNIT MONITORING IN (COAH)

CTM SYSTEM

#08-207 AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A HIGHLANDS INITIAL

ASSESSMENT GRANT APPLICATION 

#08-208 AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF POLICE OFF-DUTY ESCROW FUND

BALANCES

#08-209 AUTHORIZING 2008 PROPERTY TAXES AND SEWER REFUNDS

#08-210 AUTHORIZATION TO CANCEL TO SURPLUS PENNY OVER/UNDER

PAYMENTS FOR PROPERTY TAXES AND SEWER USER FEES

#08-211 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#08-212 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#08-213 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mr. McDowell moved to approve Resolution #08-191 and #08-207 through #213.  Mr. Rossi
seconded and the motion was approved upon the following roll call vote:

Mr. Dooley Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mr. McCrossan discussed Resolution #08-214, AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR LIQUID

ALUM.  He stated that the increase is 40% over last year and suggested rejecting this resolution. 
Mr. McCrossan moved that Resolution #08-214 be rejected and Mr. Macdowall be authorized to
rebid for this project.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved upon the following roll
call vote:

Mr. Dooley Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes
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Mr. Pidgeon explained that Resolution #08-215 releases a performance bond and accepts a
maintenance bond for Far Hills Country Day School.  Mrs. Foster moved that Resolution #08-

215, RELEASING PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE, RELEASING SITE INSPECTION

ESCROW; AND ESTABLISHING MAINTENANCE GUARANTEE FOR FAR HILLS

COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL, be hereby adopted.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was
approved with six yes votes.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

There were no comments or discussion on Mr. Pidgeon’s report.

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety, Mrs. Foster said residents are concerned with bikes, illegal bikes and improper
use of bikes and this topic will be explored in the new year.

Finance, Mr. McCrossan said there is nothing further to report and the committee is awaiting
year end posting.

Personnel, Mrs. Foster said personnel matters will be held for Executive Session.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works, Mayor Honecker said eighteen of the twenty six
trees have been planted and the other eight will be planted next week.  Punch list items for the
downtown project are to be done after the first of the new year.  Preliminary plans on Old Fort
Road are being discussed, along with having a meeting with residents regarding same.

Mr. Rossi added that we should look at our procedure for snow removal and change the method
to plowing off to the sides and not off to corners.  Mayor Honecker said we can talk to John
Macdowall about this.

QUARTERLY REPORTS

Cable TV, Mr. Rossi said Patriot is looking at installation for running cable throughout the high
school.  He called Verizon to see what they can offer regarding this subject.

Town and School, Mrs. Foster said the committee would like to broaden this to a community
relations committee.  Mr. Rossi said Far Hills and Peapack/Gladstone want to come in and join. 
Mrs. Foster said Bedwell School is at capacity.  She said there will be a meeting on
regionalization on January 20, at 7:30pm, in the community room at the high school and urged
council attendance.  Mr. McCrossan asked if this meeting was put together by the School Board
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or if it was state mandated.  Robert Baker, member of the Board of Education, was in attendance
and stated it was a localized decision to meet.  Mr. Rossi stated there is vandalism at the gazebo
by the tennis courts and there is a need for more lighting at that location because the current one
is insufficient.  He asked Mr. Maresca to look at four lights.  Mayor Honecker mentioned lights
similar to the ones at the basketball court.  Mr. McCrossan said council should write up what is
desired, submit it to Mr. Maresca to determine if it is essential spending and then give Mr.
Maresca authority to have an engineer look at it.  Mayor Honecker said Mr. Maresca can look
into this or refer it to Mr. Macdowall, Public Works Manager.  Mr. Rossi suggested sending the
layout to JCP&L to see what they can do.  

Board of Health, Mr. McDowell said there is nothing new to report.

Environmental Commission, Mr. Dooley said the Commission continued to pursue several
ongoing projects during the fourth quarter including: updating GIS information; completion of a
narrative to accompany the Bernardsville Borough Environmental Resource Inventory; an
ordinance requiring or allowing land use boards to request an Environmental Impact Statement
from any applicant; being active and well represented at hearings in front of both Borough Land
Use Boards; working with the Bernardsville Borough Green Initiative; meeting the annual
obligation of public education under the state Stormwater Act.

Information Systems, Mr. McDowell said there is nothing new to report.

Open Space Committee, Mrs. Foster said there is nothing new to report.

Planning Board, Mrs. Foster said there was a resolution adopted earlier in the meeting which is
the first stage of the grant from the Highlands.  ShopRite would like to expand their parking lot,
which would include knocking down the building that was formerly The Thirsty Turtle.  There
are ordinances to be discussed next year involving fences, lighting, pods, and structures in the
right-of-way.  

Recreation Committee, Mr. McCrossan said there was a trip to New York City to see the
holiday lights.  Skiing, wrestling, and basketball programs are being offered.  He mentioned
$40,000 has been budgeted for a field study, specifically the Polo Grounds.  He asked the
Recreation Committee to submit findings to Council and asked Mr. Maresca to follow up with
Mrs. Ferrante.  Mr. McCrossan said Peters’ Park playground equipment has been installed.  The
E-Commerce system software has been installed.  Regarding credit card authorization, Mr.
Pidgeon met with authorize.net representatives and their contract is not for municipalities.  Mr.
McCrossan said Recreation would like to start collecting money via credit card on January 1st. 
Mr. Pidgeon said he will continue looking into other options for a contract.  Mr. McCrossan
discussed grants.  Mayor Honecker said the Grants Committee applied for county money for the
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open space fields grant.  The Grant Committee should meet with Recreation representatives,
John Macdowall, and the Finance Committee and formulate an idea of what to use the money
for.  

Shade Tree Advisory Committee, Mr. Sooy said the tree protection ordinance recently passed. 
Applications are down from last year.  Mrs. Foster suggested a quick reference to be made for the
new tree protection ordinance as it is very thorough and may be overwhelming for a new
resident. 

HPAC, Mrs. Foster said there is a meeting in Trenton on February 10th, where nominations for
the historic district will be considered.  The committee is considering doing a vision of what they
want for Bernardsville.  This will work well with the Planning Board in collecting data for the
highlands application, center designation, and future master plan reexamination.  They are
looking to get a volunteer group for this.  

Insurance, Mr. McDowell said there will be an insurance meeting on January 8th.  

Housing Committee, Mr. Sooy said Helen Walton is the Chair of this committee.  Space is a
challenge.  The housing ordinance was modified and adopted.  He asked for more consistent
monthly reports.  Mr. McCrossan would like the reports to be statistical in 2009.  He would like
to mandate that the housing department comply with statistical reports.  He said there are not
enough statistics in the current report.  Mayor Honecker asked if a motion is needed to mandate
this.  Mr. McDowell asked if Mr. Maresca could address it as a management issue.  Mr.
McCrossan said he will send his comments to Mr. Maresca.  Mr. Rossi said the software tracks
everything so they should be able to produce statistical reports.

Library Board of Trustees, it was reported that the lighting issue needs to be addressed.  The
board is in favor of eliminating brackets on the racks and accepted an engineer’s proposal to go
with cable mounted lights instead of brackets.  They will submit a proposal to John Macdowall
and then come to council.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Memberships (Somerset County Business Partnership and Ten Towns)

Council consent was given to approve membership in Ten Towns and the Somerset County
Business Partnership.



BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES             DECEMBER 22, 2008

7

Borough office space

Mrs. Foster said a resident architect, Phil Kennedy Grant, would like to look at office space and
see how it can be improved.  He agreed to donate his time to look at our space at no cost.  Mrs.
Foster said he will meet with Mr. Maresca then report to council.  Mrs. Foster moved to accept
the services, pro bono, of Phil Kennedy Grant to look at borough office space.  Mr. McCrossan
seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.  

Reorganization

Discussion will be held for executive session.

Energy Audit Program

Mrs. Foster said the school and borough file their own application, and we need to know who is
on this committee.  Mrs. Foster recommended composition of a committee as the application is
due February 1st, with the audit done by October 2009.  Mayor Honecker said we can have the
committee named on January 5th at reorganization.  

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the public session. With no comments from the public, Mayor
Honecker closed the public session.

CLOSED SESSION

It was moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider the matters set forth below, and that
the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when
they are finally resolved:

Contract Matters or Collective Bargaining (Assignment of RR Station Sublease)
Personnel Matters

The motion was seconded and approved with six yes votes.



BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES             DECEMBER 22, 2008

8

REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCrossan moved to reopen the meeting to the public.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion
was approved with six yes votes.

Mrs. Foster moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:15pm.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was
approved with six yes votes.

                                                          
Anthony Suriano, Deputy Clerk

keywords: teachers-library-housing-coah-police-salaries-highlands-escrow-taxes-refund-finance-liquid-alum-far-hills-country-day-shool-bikes-
downtown-project-old-fort-snow-cable-regionalization-lights-gis-eri-shoprite-fields-polo-grounds-trees-credit-card-housing-report-ten-towns-
business-partnership-office-space-energy-audit

                                                                         
BC122208.min


