
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

March 10, 2003
        
A meeting of the Borough Council was  called to order  by Mayor Williams  at  7:30 p.m. on Monday,  March 10,  2003,  in the
Borough Hall.  Present were Marie C. Flynn, Lee C.  Honecker,  Vivian McMillen, Joseph Rossi,  and Mikael Salovaara.   Also
present  were  John  R.  Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Ralph  A.  Maresca,  Jr.,  Borough  Administrator,  and  Sandra  Jones,  Borough
Clerk/Assistant Administrator.  Helen Walton was absent.

                        
        STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Williams announced that notice of this meeting was  provided  to  the  Bernardsville  News,  Courier  News  and  the  Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 6, 2003.

OPENING MESSAGE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Honecker moved that the meeting be adjourned to an executive session to consider  litigation, and that the time when and
circumstances under which the matter can be disclosed to the public is when it is finally resolved.  The motion was seconded by
Mrs.  Flynn and approved  with  five  “yes”  votes.    It  was  moved  and  seconded  to  reopen  the  meeting,  and  the  motion  was
approved with five “yes” votes.

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor  Williams  acknowledged  letters  he  received  from  a  student  at  the  middle  school  asking  for  seating  areas  around  the
borough pond,  and another from the Somerset  County  United  Way  informing  him of  four  companies  looking  for  community
projects for their employees.  He will forward these letters to Public Works for discussion.  Mr.  Honecker  suggested providing
electrical wiring to the gazebo so that it could be used on summer evenings.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Honecker moved to approve the minutes of February 24,  2003.    Mrs.  McMillen suggested three corrections (paragraph
three, page two, “Michele” not Mitchell Ray, remove apostrophe in “signs” in the first paragraph and corrected  the spelling of
John Palomaki in the sixth paragraph on page six), then seconded the motion, which was approved by all members present.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Williams opened the public session.   Mark Sattler  introduced himself as  the leasee  (to  2020)  of the lower level in the
new library building, present  to discuss the commercial real estate  signs at  the library.  Mayor Williams said that  discussion  is
scheduled as an Item of Business to be covered later during this meeting.  Mayor Williams closed the public session.

ORDINANCES

Mayor  Williams  continued  the  public  hearing  on  ORDINANCE  #1301,  AN  ORDINANCE  DELINEATING  AND



REGULATING ENCROACHMENTS IN FLOODWAYS AND AREAS OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD IN THE
BOROUGH  OF  BERNARDSVILLE  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SOMERSET,  PROVIDING  FOR  THE
ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT  OF  THE  PROVISIONS  THEREIN  CONTAINED  AND  FIXING
PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING ARTICLE 14 OF
THE  BOROUGH  LAND  DEVELOPMENT  AMENDING  ARTICLE  14  OF  THE  BOROUGH  LAND
DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ENTITLED “ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS”.  Hearing no comments
or questions from the public,  Mayor Williams closed the public hearing.  Mrs.   McMillen moved that this ordinance be passed
on final reading and adopted as amended and published.  Mr. Salovaara seconded and the motion was approved upon a call of
the roll:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Absent
                

RESOLUTIONS

Resolutions #53 and #67 were removed from the consent list, and discussed separately.  

Consent Resolutions

#03-62         AUTHORIZING  REPLACEMENT  OF  PUMPS  AND  CONTROLS  AT  THE  MAPLE  VILLAGE
PUMPING STATION VIA STATE CONTRACT PURCHASE

#03-63        AUTHORIZING REFUND TO MR./MRS. HENNEMUTH

#03-64        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#03-65        AMENDING TEMPORARY BUDGET LINE ITEMS

#03-66        AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF THE YEAR 2003 MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT UPDATE
Mr. Salovaara moved that consent resolutions #03-62 through #03-66, listed herein by title, be hereby adopted. Mr.  Honecker
seconded and the motion was adopted upon a call of the roll, as follows:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Absent

Other Resolutions

RESOLUTION #03-53,  IN SUPPORT OF A-2906,  the “Responsible Pit Bull Ownership Licensing Act”,   was  discussed
but no action was taken.  (Resolution #03-53 will be void). 

Resolution #03-67 was discussed.  Mrs. Flynn asked if action on a cleanup should be held until work on the municipal budget
was complete?  At least one concern is the potential for real costs to be much higher than anticipated and it was agreed that the
Public Works Committee would discuss ways to limit costs for clean ups.
  
Mrs.  Flynn  moved  that  RESOLUTION  #03-67,  AWARDING  A  CONTRACT  FOR  SPRING  ROADSIDE
CLEANUP, listed herein by title, be hereby adopted.   Mr.  Salovaara seconded and the motion was approved with five “yes”
votes.  
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                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mr. McMillen                Yes                Mrs.Walton                Absent

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon reported contact with the attorney representing the buyers of the Wellers’ property  regarding the possibility of the
Borough acquiring a portion of that property.    

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety Chair, Mrs.  Flynn, reported  having received a letter from Russell Giglio praising Police Officer John Gardner
for his professionalism and concern for those involved in a minor traffic accident.  

Finance Chair, Mr. Salovaara,  reported  that the next meeting is Friday at  8:00 a.m. to continue work on the 2003  budget,
with introduction targeted on March 24.

Personnel Chair, Mrs. McMillen, said the committee hopes to discuss salary for non-contractual employees after the budget
is  set.   Contract  negotiations  will  need  to  be  scheduled   for  all  unions.   It  was  decided  that  committees  to  negotiate  union
contracts would consist of the following:  
Marie Flynn, Helen Walton, Jim Williams and Ralph Maresca for Police/Dispatchers Contracts; 
Joe Rossi, Lee Honecker, Helen Walton and Ralph Maresca for Public Works Contracts; 
Vivian McMillen, Mikael Salovaara, Lee Honecker and Ralph Maresca for white collar contracts.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works Chair, Mr. Honecker, said they will meet next week.

Mayor Williams commented that there will be  an opportunity to report  on  activities  of  Ad  hoc  Committees  at  the  March  24
meeting.   

The Borough’s continued excellent safety record  has been recognized by the Suburban Joint Insurance Fund.   On  March  4th,
Mr.  Rome,  designee  to  the  JIF’s  Executive  Safety  Committee,  accepted  two  certificates  of  achievement  and  merchandise
certificates totaling  $1200 from Grainger,  a supplier of commercial safety equipment.   In addition,  Mr.  Rome, on behalf of all
employees, was presented with a plaque for  “100% Completion of  the  Safety  Incentive  Program and Reduction of  the
Lost-Time Accident  Frequency by 10% Over the Past  Three-Year  Average  or  Maintain  an  Incidence  Rate  at  or
Below 2.0". 

Mayor Williams said officials of the Somerset  Hills Schools  have asked  for an opportunity to talk about  the  proposed  school
budget.  Because of the meeting schedules of both groups,  it was agreed that a committee consisting of Vivian McMillen, Lee
Honecker, and Mayor Williams will follow-up on this request to get together.
                        

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Fire Prevention Official/job description

This position reports  to DCA, except  the Administrator has  certain  administrative  controls...  working  hours,  for  example.   It
was  decided  to  advertise  for  this  position  in  the  League  of  Municipalities  magazine.   Mr.  Pidgeon  recommended  adopting
procedures, and Mr. Maresca was directed to notify the Fire Prevention Bureau.

Request for funding for grant coordinator/Alliance & Youth Services
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This request  will be  considered as  work on the 2003  budget is finalized.  Mayor Williams  commented  that  two  other  budget
requests pending include:  (1) the share of funds to cover  the school budget overrun as  a result of a special  audit or  operations
study done last year, and (2) $1,000 requested by the Open Space Committee. 

Real estate signs at Library

Mr. Mark Sattler was present to discuss a request from Clancey Realty Group to extend permission to display the commercial
real estate sign now on Anderson Hill Road.  In a letter dated February 12, the Library Director, on behalf of the Library Board
of Trustees,  requested  that  the  Borough  Council  deny  permission.   In  an  attempt  of  resolve  this  situation,  and  because  it  is
believed the size and location of the  sign  is  a  problem,  Mrs.  McMillen  recommended  talking  with  the  Library  Board.   Mrs.
Flynn stated that she is concerned with setting a precedent if ordinance provisions are not followed.   In order  to allow time for
Mr.  Sattler  to follow-up with the Library Board,  Mr.  Salovaara moved to extend permission to leave sign up until March 25,
with the understanding that this would be discussed again on March 24.  The motion was duly seconded and approved with five
“yes” votes.

Summer hours program

A letter  from  Kori  Knapp,  Recreation  Department,  on  behalf  of  certain  employees,  requested  permission  to  continue  the
summer hours program during 2003 from April to October.  There was unanimous agreement of the Borough Council to allow
the  Administrator  to  implement  the  summer  hours  program.   Mr.  Maresca  will  send  a  description  of  the  program  to  the
I.B.E.W. to satisfy their request, and to let them know the program will be continued this summer.

Request for refund of application fees, Mr./Mrs. Taylor

Mr./Mrs.  Taylor of Bell Terrace  requested a refund of a portion of their application fees paid  to  the  Board  of  Adjustment  in
connection with a withdrawn application.  While the ordinance states  that application fees are  not refundable,  Mr./Mrs.  Taylor
argued that the Board’s  application  does  not clearly state  that fact.   It  was moved and seconded to refund $220  to Mr./Mrs.
Taylor, and to request that the Board of Adjustment and Planning Board show the fact that application fees are  not refundable
on applications/instructions to applicants.  The motion was approved with five “yes” votes.

Fees for plans/maps

Mr. Alicino, Construction Official, recommended the Borough’s fee ordinance be amended to provide fees for copies of certain
maps/plans.  The Borough Clerk recommended the fee ordinance be amended to insert charges for the Open Space  Plan, and
to  determine  if  other  increases  are  due  for  other  documents.   The  Borough  Council  directed  Mr.  Pidgeon  to  prepare  an
ordinance for introduction as soon as possible.

The  Borough  Clerk  reported  a  request  from  a  Mr.  John  Smith  of  Peapack  to  borrow  old  maps  for  use  in  a  project  he  is
working  on.   Having  offered  to  provide  copies,  Mr.  Smith  represented  that  certain  members  of  the  Borough  Council  were
aware  of  his  project,  and  would  support  his  request.    It  was  decided  that  no  exception  to  the  records  process  would  be
allowed, but that Mr. Smith could obtain (and pay for) copies of any map in the public record.   

        Appointments

Mayor Williams reported that Mrs. McMillen has suggested two individuals for appointment to the Somerset County Cultural
& Heritage Committee, and it is likely these will be announced on March 24th.

Mayor Williams announced the following appointments to the Municipal Alliance and Youth Services Commission:  
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        Doug Doremus 
        Susan Kamins, Board of Education
        John Grund, Guidance Counselor
        Martha Voss, Home/School Association
        Demmings Hoadley, Sergeant and Kevin Valentine, Chief of Police

        Draft ordinances from the Planning Board

Ordinance Creating Open Space Residential Development in R-1A Single Family:
This ordinance would make open space developments required (rather than an optional “conditional use”) when subdividing
parcels of 412,500 square feet or greater (3 times the minimum lot size).  Mayor Williams agreed to research how many
parcels this would effect.  It was decided to introduce the ordinance on March 24.
        
Ordinance Concerning the Placement of Wireless Telecommunications Facilities in the Borough of Bernardsville:  
This sets forth standards for various types of telecommunications facilities.  New towers or extensions of towers would still be
considered a prohibited use, while co-locating on existing towers (without extending same) or installing antenna on existing
buildings or structures, in the non-residential zones, would be a conditional use.  It was decided to introduce  the ordinance on
March 24.

        Professional Services Contracts

Mr. Salovaara reported that the committee believes that all contracts should be reviewed at least once in a three-year cycle.  A
decision is yet to be made as to which contracts will be reviewed during 2003.  Mrs. Flynn commented that the entire Council
should be involved with negotiations on key contracts like municipal attorney and engineer.  
        Help for seniors

Mmes. Flynn and  McMillen suggested the formation of an adhoc senior citizens committee to address the needs of
Bernardsville seniors.  Details will be reported later and shared with the Bernardsville News.  
  

OPEN SESSION

Mrs. Charlotte Foster, a Bernardsville resident,  spoke  about  problems with snow pushed into the streets  by property  owners.
Mr. Rossi discussed difficulties as a result of independent snow removers carelessly pushing snow across  roads  or  onto public
property for the borough to deal with.  He feels an ordinance should exist to prohibit this practice.  Mrs.  McMillen spoke  about
a letter she received asking that Claremont businesses be included when the Borough clears snow in the downtown area.  

LEGAL TRAINING SESSION

This training will be carried to the March 24th  meeting.

CLOSED SESSION (There was none)

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 10:15  p.m.
                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                          
                                                Sandra G. Jones
                                                Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator
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