
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

May 12, 2003

A meeting of the Borough Council was  called to order  by Mayor Williams  at  7:30 p.m. on Monday,  May 12,  2003,  in  the
Borough Hall.  Present  were Marie C.  Flynn, Lee C.  Honecker,  Vivian McMillen,  Joseph  Rossi,  and  Mikael  Salovaara  and
Helen  Walton.   Also  present  were  John  R.  Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Ralph  A.  Maresca,  Jr.,  Borough  Administrator,  and  Sandra
Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.  
                        
        STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Williams read that notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News,  Courier  News and the Star  Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 6, 2003.
                                                

OPENING MESSAGE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Williams quoted from Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, “If  you  find  a path  with  no obstacles,  it  probably  doesn’t
lead anywhere”, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present.

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Williams expressed appreciation to Gregor and Ann MacMullen, residents of Bernardsville,  who donated  an  8  by  12
foot flag to hang in the center of town for the Memorial Day parade.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mrs. Walton moved to accept the minutes of April 14 and April 28.   Mrs.  McMillen seconded and the motion was approved
as follows:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes (Abstained 4/14)
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes
                

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Williams opened the public session. 

Steven  Aspero,  representing  Mr.  Hilsenroth,  owner  of  7,000  square  feet  of  property  for  rent  at  150  Morristown  Road,
requested an extension of time to display the real estate sign at said property. The Borough sign ordinance restricts  the length of
time a sign may be displayed.  Mrs. Flynn moved to grant a three month extension to Mr.  Hilsenroth at  150  Morristown Road,
effective on this date,   allowing display of the commercial real estate  sign.  It  was noted that  when  the  three  month  extension
expires on August 12th, the new twelve month cycle will begin, and the sign could stand for six months in conformance with the
ordinance.  Mrs. Walton seconded and all present agreed.  Mr.  Rossi suggested the Borough Council take  another look at  the
ordinance because signs are important to the real estate process and high vacancy rates are not good for local economy.  

Mayor Williams  closed the public session.

ORDINANCES
                        
Mayor  Williams  opened  the  public  hearing  which  was  continued  from  May  12  on  #03-1308,  BOND  ORDINANCE



PROVIDING  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  DOWNTOWN  AREA  IN  AND  BY  THE  BOROUGH  OF
BERNARDSVILLE,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SOMERSET,  NEW  JERSEY,  APPROPRIATING  $700,000
THEREFOR,  DIRECTING  A  SPECIAL  ASSESSMENT  OF  PART  OF  THE  COST  THEREOF,  AND
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF  $600,000  BONDS  OR  NOTES  OF  THE  BOROUGH  FOR  FINANCING
THE  SAME.   Mr.  Salovaara  moved  to  amend  #03-1308  and  continue  the  public  hearing  until  June  9,  2003.   Mr.  Rossi
seconded and the motion was approved upon the following roll call:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes 
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes
                                                

RESOLUTIONS

Mayor Williams asked if there was discussion on any of the following resolutions?  Mr. Salovaara asked who sets the
minimums on items to be sold at auction, and Mrs. Jones responded that auto minimums are suggested by the Road
Superintendent and/or the Mechanic.  Many other items are sold with out suggested minimums. 

#03-98        AUTHORIZING APPLICATION TO COUNTY/MUNICIPAL OPEN SPACE PARTNERSHIP OF
SOMERSET COUNTY

#03-99        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS                                

#03-100        APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

#03-101        AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF PROPERTY NOT NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE

#03-102        AMENDING RESOLUTION #03-056 TO ADD TOM RODRIGUEZ, APPRAISER
#03-103        AMENDING THE TEMPORARY BUDGET TO ADD $12,950 TO POOL/OTHER EXPENSE

Mrs. Flynn moved that consent resolutions #03-98 through #03-103,  listed herein by title, be  hereby adopted.  Mrs.  McMillen
seconded and the motion was adopted by the following roll call:
                        
                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes 
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

        Other resolutions

Mayor Williams announced the continued hearing on the budget.  Mrs. Walton moved to approve the 2003 introduced budget.
Mrs. McMillen seconded and a call of the roll followed:

                Mrs. Flynn                No                Mr. Rossi                No
                Mr. Honecker                No                Mr. Salovaara                No
                Mrs. McMillen        No                Mrs. Walton                No

Budget amendment, as set forth in Resolution #03-104, was discussed, then Mrs. Walton moved to amend the budget as set
forth, to set a hearing on the amendment at a continued public hearing on May 19, and to direct the Clerk to publish notice this
Thursday in the Bernardsville News.   Mrs. McMillen seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                No
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                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes
         

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY (No report)

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety Chair, Mrs. Flynn, mentioned several topics being worked on by the committee.  Old Fort  Road speeding has
been posted with new 35 mile per hour signs.  Police officers are  patrolling the area  giving warnings at  this point,  but will soon
give out summonses.  Another area of concern is the Chestnut Ridge area  of Pill Hill Road where residents have requested 25
miles per  hour.   The  Department of Transportation has jurisdiction and would not approve.   The Board of Education will  be
approached to see if school bus signs or other measures can be used to help.  Mrs. Flynn also reported on the April 30 meeting
of the Office of Emergency Management.

Finance Chair,  Mr.  Salovaara,  said they had been working hard to prepare  the budget and  is  happy  it  was  amended  and
introduced.  He hopes for adoption on May 19. 

Personnel Chair, Mrs. McMillen,  reported that the first meeting for the two new union contract  negotiations will be  held on
May  28th.   The  committee  supports  adjustments  in  working  hours  and  salary  rate  for  James  Alexander,   part-time  Zoning
Enforcement Officer,  for  added  responsibilities.   There is  work to be  done on  job descriptions before they can be officially
accepted by the Borough Council.  Mr. Maresca will provide items for discussion during the contract negotiations on May 28.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works Chair, Mr. Honecker, said he will  give his report at the next meeting. 

Mrs. Walton asked for permission, on behalf of Robert Boye, Chair of the Shade Tree Committee, to be  placed on the agenda
May 19th in order to speak briefly about some “exciting things”.
                                                                

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

        Request for resolution in support of restoration of state arts & history grant funding

Pat McGarry, Manager of the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission requested support.  Members declined,
feeling this was a decision to be left at the state level in these critical economic times.

        Fire Prevention Ordinance

A draft ordinance was reviewed, as requested by Mr. D’Alessandro, Fire Official.  With the addition of the NJSA citation,
DCA regulations and other minor adjustments by John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, it was agreed to introduce at the May 19th

meeting.

        Real estate sign at 150 Morristown Road (see Open Session)

        DiGiocchino/Coddington subdivision/taxes

This matter was discussed, including a recent letter from Mrs. Marino, Collector of Taxes, asking if the Borough can recover
the $12,103.79 outstanding taxes for Block 73, Lot 1.  This situation results from a transfer of ownership from DiGiocchino to
Coddington, and assessment tax records which were not changed to reflect the transfer of ownership.  Mr. Pidgeon was
directed to do whatever is possible to recover these funds.
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Somerset Hills Country Club fireworks application

A Fireworks display is proposed on Saturday, June 28, 2003, at the Somerset Hills Country Club.  Because of last year’s
problems with traffic and overcrowding, Mayor Williams explained that the club was considering canceling the event.  Instead
they will hold it earlier than usual, and are proposing changes which they hope will improve the traffic flow.   Council consent
was unanimous, and the Borough Clerk was directed to send a letter advising the club that approval is subject to receipt of
insurance certificates and hold harmless agreements from the club and the fireworks vendor.
                                                                                
        Zoning ordinance amendments

In a letter dated May 5, the Borough Planner forwarded two zoning ordinance amendments:  

(1) AN ORDINANCE MODIFYING THE DEFINITION OF INSTITUTIONAL USES;

(1) AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING DEPENDENT LIVING FACILITIES AS A USE ALLOWED IN
CERTAIN ZONE DISTRICTS IN THE BOROUGH.

The amendments were discussed, and at least one area of concern was the parking required for dependent living facilities.
Mayor Williams agreed to discuss these concerns with Mr. Zimmerman, have the appropriate corrections made, then have it
reviewed by the Board of Adjustment before Council considers these further.  The Borough Clerk was directed to carry this as
an item of business on the agenda of May 19.

        Appeal from Berbas Association on denial of tree removal application

Mr. Petrozzo’s  appeal to Council because the Shade Tree Committee rejected his application to clear cut the property at 7
Childs Road, Block 62, Lot 2 was discussed.  Mr. Pidgeon said Mr. Petrozzo is premature in coming to Council before
following appropriate procedures by submitting a site plan to the Planning or Zoning board.  Mr. Pidgeon was directed  to send
Mr. Petrozzo a letter about the procedures to follow, and copy the Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Adjustment.

        Farmers Market

Christa O’Connor, organizer of this event,  requested a change in the previously granted opening date.  The farmers who
participate felt that produce could be ready earlier.   Mrs. McMillen moved, Mrs. Flynn seconded,  that the opening of the
Farmers’ Market will be moved from June 21 to June 14, 2003.  All six members present agreed.

Roselle Property

Mayor Williams informed Council that this project  has already been approved and the time has come to connect the exit
driveway from their bank into the library lot.  Mayor Williams wondered  about trees which may need to be cut and agreed to
follow up with Shade Tree and/or engineering. 

        DARE Graduation

Mrs. Walton reminded the group about the ceremony on May 30th at 1:30 p.m.

        Memorial Day Parade
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Cheryl Ferrante, Director of Recreation, asked Mayor Williams to poll the number of Council Members who will be able to
attend the Memorial Day parade.  Mrs. Walton will be out of town.  Mr. Rossi asked about the insurance issues for those
participating with equipment in the parade.  He would like a letter regarding coverage to be provided to participants, and
Council Members recommended he follow-up on this point with Mrs. Jones and/or the J.I.F.

        Drainage Repairs at Rt. 202 and Spring House Road

The D.O.T. proposed repairs to Route 202 drainage at Spring HouseRoad/Quarry Road, were discussed.  Mr. Salovaara
advised that, with seven members present, the Planning Board reviewed this project, and recommended that the project should
be cut off at Spring House Road.  Mayor Williams agreed to convey the recommendation to the D.O.T.   Mr. Rossi stressed
the importance of hearing comments from property owners in the area, and he said they will be invited to the public works
committee meeting next week.  Mrs. McMillen suggested to Mr. Rossi that he contact Sherry Frawley, Chair of the
Environmental Commission and representative to Ten Towns, who may be able to give a “blessing” to the project, thus
relieving residents concerns.

        Soccer at Polo Grounds

Mr. Honecker reported that the police department received many complaints regarding noise during the Paraguayan soccer
games held Sunday at the Polo Grounds.  He said he believes that 51% of the players must be residents.  The Police
Department must be able to quote the Recreation policy when complaints like these come in.  “These are designated municipal
community fields for children and adults, subject to the rules of the Recreation Committee”.  Compliance to the Recreation
rules must be met; mainly that 51% of the players should be residents.   Mrs. Walton suggested that residents living near the
soccer fields be given copies of the latest Recreation rules.

Volunteer Dinner

Five members will attend the Borough-sponsored Volunteer Award Dinner on May 23, 2003.

        Habitat for Humanity Project

Mayor Williams said he had been approached by Reverend Patricia Weichert of Basking Ridge regarding six church groups in
Basking Ridge wishing to construct housing in Bernardsville.  This is the same group responsible for the construction of Ridge
Oak.   Members asked Mayor Williams to contact Reverend Weichert for further details.

Route 202 drainage project

Mr. Rossi said he will send a personal “thank you” letter to several people at the D.O.T. who were  directly responsible for
getting the drainage project moving at Route 202/Spring House Road.  Mayor Williams said he would mention the individuals
in his letter to the D.O.T. Director, when he conveys the Planning Board recommendation.   

OPEN SESSION (None)

CLOSED SESSION

Mrs.  Flynn moved that the meeting be adjourned to executive session to consider  property  acquisition,  pending  litigation  and
that  the  time  when  and  circumstances  under  which  the  above  can  be  disclosed  to  the  public  is  when  the  matter  is  finally
resolved.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved with six ayes.
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REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 10:10  p.m.
                                                                                                                                                                                              
                            
                                                        Sandra G. Jones
                                                        Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator
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