
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

June 9, 2003

A meeting of the Borough Council was  called to order by Mayor Williams  at 7:30 p.m. on June 9,  2003,  in the Borough Hall.
 Present  were Lee C.  Honecker,  Vivian  McMillen,  Joseph  Rossi,  Mikael  Salovaara  and  Helen  Walton.   Also  present  were
John  R.  Pidgeon,  Attorney,  Ralph  A.  Maresca,  Jr.,  Borough  Administrator,  and  Sandra  Jones,  Borough  Clerk/Assistant
Administrator.  Marie Flynn was absent.  
                        
        STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Williams announced that notice of this meeting was  provided  to  the  Bernardsville  News,  Courier  News  and  the  Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 6, 2003.

OPENING MESSAGE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Williams quoted from Oscar  Wilde, A Picture of Dorian Gray (1981), “There  is  only  one  thing  in the  world  worse
than being talked about, and that is not being talked about”.    The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.

PRESENTATION

Mayor Williams presented the following proclamation honoring Harold J. Quis:

WHEREAS, Harold J. Quis has generously given of his time and effort to the Borough of Bernardsville for the past  20 years  in
the planning and running of the Annual Bernardsville Memorial Day Parade, and

WHEREAS, he has been a constant and enduring force in keeping the parade spirit high in Bernardsville, and

WHEREAS, he has been a leader in the Parade Committee from its inception and has contributed immensely to the success  of
many grand parades here in Bernardsville over the 36 years he has resided in this borough, 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Mayor and Council  of  the  Borough  of  Bernardsville  do  hereby  extend  their  sincere  thanks  and
appreciation for his many years of service to the citizens of the Borough and  
FURTHER,  as  Mayor of Bernardsville,  I do proclaim Harold J.  Quis to be  an  honorary  member  of  the  Parade  Committee
forever.
                                                        

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr.  Rossi   moved  to  accept  the  minutes  of  April  19,  May  12,  and  May  19.   Mrs.  Walton  seconded  and  the  motion  was
approved as follows:

Mrs. Flynn                Absent        Mr. Rossi                Yes
        Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr.Salovaara                Yes, Abstained April 19
        Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs.Walton                Yes
                

OPEN SESSION

Mayor  Williams  opened  the  public  session.  David  DePodwin,  Old  Colony  Road,  asked  what  measures  will  be  taken  in
response to complaints regarding noise,  lighting, garbage,  and health issues at  the Bernardsville Centre,  and  as  discussed  in  a



petition dated  May 27 and addressed  to the Mayor and Council.   Mayor  Williams  read  a  letter  dated  June  9,  from  Brenda
Curnin, Manager of the center, listing action already taken.   Mr.  Rossi said the Board of Education has agreed to clean up the
wooded area behind their buildings as soon as weather permits.  The Zoning Official, James Alexander,  has videotaped the site
and he will follow-up.  Mr. Rossi said the shopping center management has been cooperative.  Mrs.  McMillen said a noise and
lighting ordinance is currently being worked on within the Planning Board.   Mayor  Williams  announced  the  appointment  of  a
group,  chaired  by  Lee  Honecker,  and  comprised  of  two  Planning  Board  members,  two  business  owners,  and  three
citizens-at-large, to draft an ordinance that is “workable, fair and enforceable” by September of this year.
                                                                                                
Andrea  Kostelak,  6  Childs  Road,  thanked  all  the  people  working  on  the   shopping  center  issues.   She  hopes  the  future
ordinance will provide the means to deal with similar problems at the Volkswagon dealership and Linders Cleaners.

“Forget about it”, said David Neill, with regard to a new committee. “This is an enforcement problem that has been going on for
30 years, and  nothing has been done.” 

Mr. Salovaara advised members of the public that Zoning Enforcement contacts  are  Michael Mondok,  James Alexander,  and
John Mendelsohn  at 766-3850 extensions 146 and 114 respectively.

Edith Cavaluzzo, Board of Health member,  asked  if the health department  was contacted about  health-related issues,  and the
response was “yes”.

Cathy Tafaro, Old Colony Road, said she has observed “trashing” of business properties by the owners.  She spoke  of lighting,
noise and snow removal  problems  that  were  ignored,  in  her  opinion.  Mayor  Williams  assured  her  that  the  current  team  will
work to change the perceived attitude of indifference.
Peter Miller, Hardscrabble Road, spoke in opposition to the proposed  widening and paving of Hardscrabble,  and complained
that the road is used as a cut-through between Routes 202 and 24 by large trucks.     The project,  assisted by funding, includes
pavement  widening  to18'  in  certain  areas,  resurfacing  and  drainage.   Mr.  Miller  was  invited  to  attend  the  Public  Works
Committee meeting on Thursday, June 19 at 3:00 p.m. to view the project plans.  

Alice Steinbacher, Hardscrabble Road, said she is against widening the road and supports a 25 m.p.h. 
speed limit.  Mr. Rossi and Mrs. Walton suggested she bring her concerns to  the next Public Works meeting.
                                                                
Gerry Jo Cranmer, 320 Hardscrabble, said she is concerned with aesthetics,  and the lack of enforcement of speed  and weight
limits.   Mrs.  Cranmer  commented  that  she  does  not  want  the  roadway  to  become  more  appealing  to  through  traffic,  and
supports repaving, but not widening.    

Frazier  Bowie,  Bernards  Avenue,  spoke  with  regard  to  his  request  that  STOP  signs  be  erected  to  control  traffic.    Mayor
Williams said he discussed Mr. Bowie’s recent letter with the Chief of Police who advised that the DOT will not allow signs to
control the flow of traffic, except  at  intersections.   Mr.  Macdowall,  Public  Works  Manager,  has  requested  2004  funding  to
resurface, curb and install sidewalks on Bernards Avenue.  Mr. Bowie asked if speed “bumps” could be used?  Mrs.  McMillen
said she contacted Engineering about speed “humps” and learned that Mr. Macdowall is already investigating that possibility.
                                                        
Dave  Neill  commented  on  the  change  in  council  meeting  format  and  recommended  publication  of  more  detailed  ordinance
descriptions.   Mayor  Williams  said  Mr.  Neill’s  suggestions  will  be  taken  under  advisement,  and  then  he  closed  the  public
session.

ORDINANCES

The public hearing on Ordinance #03-1308  was continued from May  12.   Dave  Neill  asked  about  assessments  to  property
owners  with  regard  to  the  downtown  improvement  project  and  the  procedure  to  arrive  at  each  owners  assessment  was
explained.  Without further comments or  questions,  Mayor Williams closed the public hearing.  Mr.  Salovaara asked  why the
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project will be delayed to 2004?  Mrs. Walton said the business owners have requested to delay the proposed  August start  to
allow  them  an  unimpeded  holiday  shopper  season.   Mrs.  Walton  moved  that  #03-1308,  BOND  ORDINANCE
PROVIDING  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  DOWNTOWN  AREA  IN  AND  BY  THE  BOROUGH  OF
BERNARDSVILLE,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SOMERSET,  NEW  JERSEY,  APPROPRIATING  $700,000
THEREOF,  AND  AUTHORIZING  THE  ISSUANCE  OF  $600,000  BONDS  OR  NOTES  OF  THE  BOROUGH
FOR FINANCING THE SAME, be finally adopted upon a call of the roll:   

                Mrs. Flynn                Absent        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs.Walton                Yes
                
Mrs.  McMillen  moved that ORDINANCE #03-1317,  AUTHORIZING AN  APPROPRIATION  OF  $15,000  FROM
THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR PURCHASE OF A PHOTOCOPIER, be introduced  by  title,  passed
on  first  reading,  published  according  to  law,  and  that  a  public  hearing  be  scheduled  for  a  meeting  beginning  at  7:30  p.m.,
Monday, June 23, 2003.  Mr. Honecker seconded and the motion was approved with five “yes” votes.

With regard to the following ordinance, Mrs. Walton asked if the projector requested by the Fire Company is needed?  Mayor
Williams answered that the suggestion to share the Borough’s unit, 

which is housed at the Library, will not work out because it is almost in constant  use at  the Library.   Mr.  Salovaara moved that
ORDINANCE  #03-1318,  AUTHORIZING  AN  APPROPRIATION  OF  $30,000  FROM  THE  CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT FUND  FOR  THE  BERNARDSVILLE  FIRE  COMPANY,  be  introduced  by  title,  passed  on  first
reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:30 p.m.,  Monday,  June
23, 2003.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved with five “yes” votes.

Mr.  Honecker  moved  that  ORDINANCE  #03-1319,  AUTHORIZING  AN  APPROPRIATION  OF  $51,000  FROM
THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT AND OFFICE OF EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT,  be introduced by title, passed  on first reading, published according  to  law,  and  that  a  public  hearing  be
scheduled  for  a  meeting  beginning  at  7:30  p.m.,  Monday,  June  23,  2003.   Mrs.  McMillen  seconded  and  the  motion  was
approved with five “yes” votes.

Mrs.  McMillen urged posting weight restrictions where appropriate.   Mr.  Salovaara  suggested  removing  Hardscrabble  Road
from ordinance #1320, until questions about the Hardscrabble paving project are addressed.  Mrs. Walton commented that the
entire  process  of  future  DOT  funding  applications  should  be  changed.   Mr.  Rossi  encouraged  introduction  now,  and  citing
safety concerns for roads  in general,  mentioned an  accident  with  a  fire  truck  responding  to  an  alarm  on  Clark  Road,  where
narrow pavement and rocks  in the ROW may have contributed.   Out of order,  David Neill  argued  with  Mr.  Rossi  about  his
version  of  the  incident,  until  Mayor  Williams  called  order.   Mr.  Rossi  moved   that  ORDINANCE#03-1320,
AUTHORIZING  AN  APPROPRIATION  OF  $270,000  FROM  THE  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT  FUND  FOR
ROAD IMPROVEMENTS, be introduced by title, passed  on  first  reading,  published  according  to  law,  and  that  a  public
hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:30 p.m., Monday,  June 23,  2003.   Mrs.  Walton seconded the motion which
was approved with four “yes” votes.  Mr. Salovaara voted  “no”.

RESOLUTIONS

Mrs. McMillen asked questions regarding #119 and #120.  Mr. Salovaara asked if the Public Works  Committee has reviewed
#120, which Mrs. Walton affirmed, but it was agreed to remove #120 from consent approval.

#03-116        AMENDING RESOLUTION #03-101 TO FIX A MINIMUM BID FOR TWO VEHICLES
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#03-117         AWARDING A CONTRACT  FOR  GARBAGE  CONTAINER  REMOVAL,  TRANSPORTATION
AND REPLACEMENT

#03-118         APPOINTING  PART-TIME/SUBSTITUTE  EMPLOYEES  TO  WORK  IN  THE  POLICE
DEPARTMENT

#03-119         AUTHORIZING  SUBMISSION  OF  THE  YEAR  2004  BOROUGH  OF  BERNARDSVILLE
MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE UPDATE PROPOSAL

#03-121        AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN THE 2003 CAMP SPLASH AGREEMENT

#03-122         AUTHORIZING  SUBMISSION  OF  A  FUNDING  APPLICATION  TO  THE  NEW  JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS FOR CAMP SPLASH

#03-123        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#03-124        APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

#03-125         AUTHORIZING  EXECUTION  OF  THE  SOMERSET  COUNTY  YOUTH  ATHLETIC  AND
RECREATION FACILITY GRANT AGREEMENT

Mr. Salovaara  moved that resolutions #03-116  through #03-119  and #03-121  through 125,  listed herein by title, be  hereby
adopted. Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was adopted upon a call of the roll:
                        
                Mrs. Flynn                Absent        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

        Other resolutions

Mr. Rossi moved that RESOLUTION #03-120, AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A 2004 MUNICIPAL AID
GRANT APPLICATION, listed herein by title, be hereby adopted. Mr. Honecker seconded.  Mr. Salovaara suggested
tabling this resolution until the next meeting.  It was agreed to vote upon Mr. Rossi’s motion, with results as follows:  

                Mrs. Flynn                Absent        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                No
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes
        

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY (No interim report)

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

There was no report from the Public Safety Committee or Finance Committee.

Personnel Committee Chair, Mrs. McMillen,  reported meeting on May 28 with representatives from each of the two new
unions.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works Committee  Chair,   Mr.  Honecker,   said they met on May 22.    The parade
was not held due to weather.   Rotation of fields has been discussed  by  the  Recreation  Committee.   Public  Works  has  done
some maintenance work at the library.  Mayor Williams asked about signs on Ambar Place, which have yet to be erected.        
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS  

        Zoning ordinance amendments

Mayor Williams asked to table this item as he has yet to obtain revisions from the Planner.

        Rationale for Ten Acre Zoning  from Environmental Commission

A comprehensive document relative to ten acre zoning (Ordinance #1271), was reviewed.  Mrs. McMillen suggested a letter
of thanks be written to Rosalie Ballantine, who wrote the document after much research, and Mayor Williams offered to do so.

Ordinance amending sidewalk sale regulations

The proposed amendment will permit sidewalk sales nine days per year, rather than six, and will give the authority to the
Borough Clerk to issue permits for sidewalk sales.  This ordinance will be introduced at the June 23rd meeting.

        Roselle Savings connection to library lot

In order to make the connection between parking lots, trees must be removed.  Robert Boye, Chair of the Shade Tree
Committee, sent a memo dated May 27 requesting that Roselle Savings Bank be asked to plant three trees on the Church
Street side of the Library Parking Lot.  Mayor Williams said that Roselle Savings Bank had been so cooperative in the past
that he saw no problem, and offered to write to the bank with the request.

        A.B.C. renewals

All inspections have been completed, applications have been filed, and all is in order so that licenses for the 2003/04 licensing
year can be approved on June 23.  The Borough Clerk advised that the only exception is the license just recently transferred to
Christopher Cree because the Borough must wait for a Special Ruling from the A.B.C. before renewing.    

        VFW Memorial Service

The VFW has requested permission to hold a  memorial service on July 4, 2003,  at 10:00 a.m. at the Memorial next to
Borough Hall.  The Mayor commented that all are invited to attend.  Mrs. Walton moved  approval, upon receipt of the usual
certificate of insurance and hold harmless agreement.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved by five “yes”
votes.

        Old Fort Road

Chief Valentine’s written recommendations for Old Fort Road were provided to the Police Committee.  Mayor Williams will
provide copies as soon as possible, and he commented that the Chief does not support the recommendation to close the
roadway, but does encourage sidewalks.  Mrs. Walton asked the Mayor if copies should be sent to the residents with whom
they previously met and he affirmed.  Those names are Skip Orza, Dennis McConnell, and Michelle Ray.  Mr. Honecker will
deliver a copy of the Chief’s letter to Mr. Orza at the Recreation meeting on June 10.  
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OPEN SESSION

Mayor Williams opened the public session.  

Mark Tamke and Caroline Brown, Seney Drive residents, expressed  objections  to the proposal to close Old Fort Road.  

David Neil asked  when the recreation shelter building is to be  built?   He  said   the  Eckerts,  having   donated  $16,000  for  its
construction,  have  inquired.   Mr.  Rossi  said  they  are  waiting  for  delivery  of  plans  from   Phillip  Kennedy-Grant,  Architect.
Mayor Williams said if the building is not built the money will be returned.

Frank Ferrante,  from the Fire Prevention Bureau asked  that Ordinance #1315  be tabled or  cancelled at  its  public  hearing  on
June  23.   He  said  that  new  State  requirements  will  mean  new  changes  to  the  regulations.  Mr.  Ferrante  also  discussed  the
current month-to-month appointment status of the Fire Official, claiming that George Cramer of the Division of Fire Safety has
advised this is not acceptable,  and that if not resolved soon the “State  will step in for five years.”   Mr.  Pidgeon did not agree
with this opinion because the statute provides for “annual appointment terms,  or  until a successor  is appointed”,  but he agreed
to discuss this point with Mr.  Cramer.   Mr.  Ferrante  complained that the Fire Prevention Bureau has not been advised of the
Borough’s reasons for wanting to hire another  the  Fire  Prevention  Official,  that  the  Council  cannot  change  the  Official’s  job
description, and stated that the Bureau will not allow Mr. D’Alessandro to be removed.   
  
Elizabeth Byrne, 103  Chestnut Avenue, complained that   there  has  been  no  follow-up,  as  promised,  regarding  her  concerns
with the existing recreation fields, and her request  for a “plan” regarding trash receptacles?   Mr.  Rossi asked  her  for  a  list  of
written questions which he will ask at the next Public Works meeting if she is unable to attend in person.

CLOSED SESSION

Council Member Walton moved to adjourn to an Executive Session to consider  litigation and personnel matters,  and  that  the
time when and circumstances under which the above can be disclosed to the public is when the matter is finally resolved.   Mr.
Honecker seconded and all present approved.

REOPEN 

Mr. Rossi asked about the feasibility of the Chamber of Commerce setting up a booth at  the Farmer’s  Market  for the purpose
of circulating literature about the town.  Mrs. Walton suggested they walk around with said handouts rather  than having a booth
which would require insurance.

Chief Valentine is currently receiving $3,000/year for OEM work.  Based upon a grant, he has asked  for an additional $2,000,
and another $2,000  to be  paid to an OEM  assistant.   Mrs.  McMillen  moved  to  increase  the  Police  Chief’s  OEM  salary  to
$5000  for 2003.    Mr.  Rossi seconded the motion which was approved by five “yes” votes.   There was no resolution  to  the
Chief’s request to roll the salary into his base salary as Chief of Police.

Ralph  Maresca,  Administrator,  asked  for  a  motion  to  ratify  the  PBA  agreements  for  Patrolmen/Detectives  and  for
Sergeants/Lieutenants, as decided by the arbitrator.  Memorandum of Agreements received by fax on June 5th outline the terms,
including 3.8% salary increases.   Mr.  Salovaara moved approval.   Mr.  Rossi seconded and the motion was approved by five
“yes” votes.

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved, seconded and approved by all present to adjourn the meeting at 11:10 p.m.
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                                                                __________________________
                                                                Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
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