
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

May 29, 2012

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m.   Present were Council  
Members John F. Farrell, Charlotte J. Foster, Craig Lawrence, John McCrossan, Joseph Rossi
and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Ralph A. Maresca, Jr.,
Administrator/CMFO, and Anthony Suriano, Deputy Borough Clerk.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Honecker announced that notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News,
Courier News and the Star Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal
Bulletin Board on January 4, 2012.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

Chief Valentine was present, and new police officers Dan Hansson and Steven Seiple were sworn
in by Mr. Pidgeon.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mrs. Foster moved approval of minutes of meetings held on April 23 and May 14.  Mr. Lawrence
seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Neil Schetelick, Mine Avenue, spoke about the pond dredging project.  He asked why we
believed Princeton Hydro.  Mayor Honecker said Princeton Hydro admitted their mistake, and
now the pond is clean, and while there is still silt, it is viable.  Mr. McCrossan discussed the
project including costs, contaminants found, and said benzenye was acceptable and levels were
not as high as previously reported.  Mr. Rossi commented on the procedure of dredging a pond. 
Mr. McCrossan said no financial damages were incurred.  Mr. Schetelick disagreed.  Mr.
Pidgeon gave an example that if Princeton Hydro told us from the outset we had to remove 3,500
CY of silt, that would’ve been our responsibility.  The fact that they came up with 2/3 of that
amount does not make them responsible for the other 1/3.  The fact that the work had to be done
in any event does not relive us of the cost and we are still liable for the basic cost.  
      

ORDINANCES 

Mayor Honecker opened public hearing on #12-1607, AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING

THE PARKING IN BOROUGH PARKING LOTS OF VEHICLES HAVING A GROSS
VEHICLE WEIGHT OF MORE THAN 10,000 POUNDS.  Hearing no comments or
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questions, the Mayor closed the public hearing.  Chief Valentine stated that the Public Safety
Committee discussed this ordinance.  There is already a provision by size, making this ordinance
unnecessary and leading to the creation of #1609.  Mr. McCrossan suggested also designating
length of vehicle.  Chief Valentine said that would be subject to other ordinances.  Mayor
Honecker said that could be changed later if needed.  Mrs. Foster moved to pass the ordinance on
final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion which was defeated
upon a call of the roll.  

Mr. Farrell No Mr. McCrossan No
Mrs. Foster No Mr. Rossi No
Mr. Lawrence No Mr. Sooy No

Mayor Honecker opened public hearing on #12-1608, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING

ORDINANCE #10-1574 AND AUTHORIZING SALARY RANGE ADJUSTMENTS FOR
CERTAIN SWIMMING POOL POSITIONS.  Hearing no comments or questions, the Mayor
closed the public hearing.  Mr. Farrell moved to pass the ordinance on final reading and adopt as
published.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion which was adopted upon a call of the roll.  

Mr. Farrell Yes Mr. McCrossan Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. Lawrence Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mr. Lawrence moved that #12-1609, AN ORDINANCE ALLOWING COMMERCIAL

VEHICLES TO PARK IN BOROUGH PARKING LOTS AND AMENDING CHAPTER
VIII OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "PARKING LOTS AND OFF-STREET
REGULATIONS", be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law,
and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., June 25, 2012.  Mrs.
Foster seconded the motion, which was adopted with six yes votes.

Mrs. Foster moved that #12-1610, BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE

IMPROVEMENT OF THE SANITARY SEWERAGE SYSTEM IN AND BY THE
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY,
APPROPRIATING $700,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF
$665,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH FOR FINANCING SUCH
APPROPRIATION, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law,
and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., June 11, 2012.  Mr.
Sooy seconded the motion, which was adopted with six yes votes.

RESOLUTIONS

#12-108 PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $5,000.00 AS A SPECIAL
ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE 2012 BUDGET (CHAPTER 159, P.L.
1948)
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#12-109 SUPPORTING THE CLICK IT OR TICKET MOBILIZATION OF
MAY 21 BBBB JUNE 3, 2012

#12-110 AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL (FOR JUNK) OF A TRAILER

#12-113 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#12-114 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#12-116 TO AMEND THE FIVE YEAR CAPITAL PLAN

Mr. Sooy moved adoption of Resolutions #108 - 110, 113, 114, and 116.  Mr. Farrell seconded
the motion which was approved upon a call of the roll.  

Mr. Farrell Yes Mr. McCrossan Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. Lawrence Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Resolution #12-111, AMENDING BERNARDSVILLE MUNICIPAL POOL RULES AND
REGULATIONS was discussed.  It was decided to amend item #6 and change seeing eye dogs
to service dogs.  Mr. Lawrence moved adoption of Resolution #12-111 as amended.  Mrs. Foster
seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

Resolution #12-#112, AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AND AGREEMENT WITH
DENNIS BERTLAND ASSOCIATES FOR DUNSTER SQUIBB NOMINATION TO THE
NJ AND NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES was discussed.  Mr. Rossi
discussed funding.  Mrs. Foster said $140,000 is by grant and $70,000 is needed before
restoration begins.  Mr. Maresca said he had emailed Mr. Rossi this afternoon with some
information regarding this topic.  Mr. McCrossan asked how long does each phase take. 
Discussion ensued, and Mayor Honecker suggested agreeing to form and have a timetable
provided to us.  Mr. McCrossan moved to approval of Resolution #12-112 provided they submit
information on each phase length.   Mr. Lawrence seconded and the motion was approved upon
the following roll call vote:

Mr. Farrell Yes Mr. McCrossan Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. Lawrence Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Resolution #12-115, AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE 2012 YOUTH SERVICES
ANNUAL GRANT APPLICATION was discussed.  Mr. McCrossan moved adoption of
Resolution #12-115.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes
votes.
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REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report was reviewed and accepted. 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety Committee Chair, Mr. Rossi, reported the committee discussed the parking
ordinance, and lots such as the train station will be looked at.  Chief Valentine said radio
communications will be discussed.  Mr. Pidgeon said it will be presented in closed session. 

Finance Committee Chair, Mr. McCrossan spoke about interest on investments, which are down
from last year.

Personnel Committee Chair, Mr. Farrell, said there are items for closed session.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works Chair, Mr. Lawrence, reported that Dryden Road
bids are in and Crossroads won the bid, and they also won the bid for Old Fort Road and Old
Army Drainage.  Regarding the Claremont bridge, we are in talks with specialists.  Regarding
Nervine Pond, the NJDEP allows professionals to sign off on projects and does not come out
themselves to sign off.  Elmer Avenue is in the queue to go to bid.  Regarding Post Kennel Road,
we are waiting for plans from Ferriero, and then a 45-60 day review by the state.  The sewer plant
project is 60% complete for plans and specs.  Mullens Lane sidewalks report from RBA has been
received.  RBA recommends not putting in sidewalks due to lack of use, and triangle lines of
sight.  Turf field tests will be dug on either June 5 or June 6.  Fields will be cleared for this to
take place.  RBA is investigating wetlands issues.  Howell Township is on Facebook, and Mr.
Lawrence asked if Bernardsville could be.  Mr. Pidgeon will look into legal ramifications and
report back next meeting.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Authorization to solicit bids for Claremont Road bridge/step replacement

Discussion about the length and width of the stairs and curb took place.  Mr. Lawrence said this
project is not going to go out to bid right now because we have to get the wetlands expert to
come in and look at the basins.  Mayor Honecker asked that size of the steps be reviewed.  Mrs.
Foster suggested asking about rip rap and erosion on the side of the stream, which may require a
permit.    

Regionalized Policing

Chief Valentine discussed certain aspects of regionalized policing with council, including costs,
communications, and localized services.  It was decided that more information is needed and to
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invite Dr. Richard Celeste, Task Force Chairman, to a special meeting to answer questions about
this topic.  The Deputy Clerk was asked to find out if Dr. Celeste is available for a meeting on
June 18th at 7:00pm.  Council will email their questions to Chief Valentine by June 8th.  

Countywide Future Wastewater Service Areas for Somerset County

A resolution will be prepared for the meeting on June 11th.  

Fire Company 5K Race, November 3, 2012

Anthony Falconeri was present from the Bernardsville Fire Company.  The Fire Company is
requesting to use roads for a 5K race.  The route of the race was discussed.  Chief Valentine said
the Police Department does not have any issues with the race, and Lt. Hoadley will meet with the
Fire Department.  The route could be altered if Lt. Hoadley and the Fire Company decided. 
Chief Valentine said statutorily fire police should not be used to direct traffic and the police
department should.  No decision was made on directing traffic, though Mr. Pidgeon said we
could make an exception for the Fire Company versus if a church were holding an event such as
this.  Council consent was given to the Bernardsville Fire Company to hold the 5K race.

In-Kind Donation from the Little League

Stephen Schwed of Somerset Hills Little League was present to discuss donated services of
replacement of 16' high safety fences on both ballfields at Kiwanis Rotary Field.  It would be a
three day project in the middle of June.  Mr. Lawrence moved approval of in-kind donation as
discussed from Somerset Hills Little League.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was apporved
with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Michael DePorteere asked if the borough had regionalized policing and then pulled out of it,
would it result it lost money.  It was stated that this was one of the questions that needs to be
answered.  

CLOSED SESSION

Council Member Lawrence  moved to adjourn to executive session to consider Contract
Negotiations (Somerset County), and employment matters, and that the time when and
circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally
resolved.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion which was approved with six yes votes.
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REOPEN

It was moved and seconded to reopen the meeting.  Motion carried.

    ADJOURNMENT 

Moved, seconded, and approved by all at 10:40 p.m.

____________________
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