
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

June 25, 2012

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m.   Present were Council  
Members John F. Farrell, Charlotte J. Foster, Craig Lawrence, John McCrossan, and Joseph
Rossi.  Kevin Sooy was absent.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Ralph A.
Maresca, Jr., Administrator/CMFO, and Anthony Suriano, Deputy Borough Clerk.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Honecker announced that notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News,
Courier News and the Star Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal
Bulletin Board on January 4, 2012.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

Recreation Director, Cheryl Ferrante, spoke about Patrick Cozza’s Eagle Scout project at the
Bernardsville Pool.  Patrick cleared and landscaped a small section of land at the pool and
installed plantings, benches, railroad ties, stepping stones, and a pergola for seating and shade
covering.  Pictures of the work were shown to council.  Mayor Honecker stated that Patrick will

receive a proclamation when he becomes an Eagle Scout.  Mayor Honecker read Resolution #12-

138, Regarding Patrick Cozza’s Eagle Scout Project.  Mr. McCrossan moved approval of
Resolution #12-138.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion which was approved with five yes
votes.

Mr. Rossi  moved approval of minutes of meetings held on May 29 and June 11. Mr. Farrell
seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

Patrice Cummings spoke about the annual swim-a-thon to raise money for the Kevin Hannaford
Foundation which is held at the Bernardsville Pool.  Cheryl Ferrante stated that in the past this
event was thought be a swim team event and for this reason did not need any additional insurance
coverage.  It turns out that it is not a swim team event and according to Ms. Cummings an
additional $300-$500 coverage is needed.  Mr. Pidgeon will check with Ms. Forster of Hurley
Insurance Agency to see if the event can be covered under the borough at no additional cost and
follow up with Cheryl Ferrante.     

Neil Schetelick, Mine Avenue, read a prepared statement regarding rental housing.  Mr. Maresca
said Northeast Professional Services are paid by inspection.  Mr. Schetelick questioned the
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reports by Northeast and Mr. Maresca asked him to leave his statement and email him any other
questions for him to answer.  Mr. Schetelick said he had compiled his own list of rental
properties and provided it to the Borough Clerk when he left employment at the borough.  He
said that list showed 365 rental properties and the current report shows 230.  Mayor Honecker
asked Mr. Schetelick to give a list of complaints for review, and suggested he file a Citizen’s
Complaint form and said that if anyone is aware of a situation, they should file a Citizen’s
Complaint.  

Mayor Honecker closed the public session.

ORDINANCES 

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #12-1609, AN ORDINANCE ALLOWING

COMMERCIAL VEHICLES TO PARK IN BOROUGH PARKING LOTS AND
AMENDING CHAPTER VIII OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "PARKING
LOTS AND OFF-STREET REGULATIONS".  Hearing no comments or questions, the
Mayor closed the public hearing.  Mr. Rossi moved to pass the ordinance on final reading and
adopt as published.  Mr. Farrell seconded the motion which was adopted upon a call of the roll:  

Mr. Farrell Yes Mr. McCrossan Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. Lawrence Yes Mr. Sooy Absent

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #12-1611, AMENDING ORDINANCE #10-

1574 TO ADD A NEW POSITION, IT SPECIALIST.  Hearing no comments or questions,
the Mayor closed the public hearing.  Mr. Farrell moved to pass the ordinance on final reading
and adopt as published.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion which was adopted upon a call of
the roll:

Mr. Farrell Yes Mr. McCrossan Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. Lawrence Yes Mr. Sooy Absent

Mr. Lawrence moved that #12-1612, AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $30,000 FROM

THE BOROUGH OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF

KIWANIS FIELD, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law,
and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., July 9, 2012.  Mr.
Rossi asked what this ordinance was for.  Mr. McCrossan answered drainage.  Mr. Rossi asked
how was the $30,000 arrived at.  Mr. Macdowall said a survey was done.  Mr. Pidgeon said this
ordinance just authorizes the money.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which was adopted with
five yes votes.
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Moved by Mr. Lawrence that #12-1613, ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE

IMPROVEMENT OF VARIOUS ROADS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF
BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, AND MAKING
AN APPROPRIATION OF $175,000 THEREFOR CONSTITUTING PROCEEDS OF
GRANTS, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a
public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., July 9, 2012.  Mr. McCrossan
seconded the motion, which was adopted with five yes votes.

RESOLUTIONS

#12-130 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#12-132 ESTABLISHING TRUST FUND ACCOUNTS FOR RETIREMENT

LEAVE AND SNOW REMOVAL, DEDICATION BY RIDER

#12-133 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #12-

00014, BLOCK 80, LOT 33.14, 35 TIMBER ROCK TRAIL,
BERNARDSVILLE, NJ 07924, GEORGE & MARY ELLEN SPIES

#12-134 AUTHORIZING SOLICITATION OF BIDS FOR THE RECLAMATION

OF LOCUST DRIVE AND SPRUCE PLACE

#12-135 AUTHORIZING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH

DEWBERRY FOR BOUNDARY AND TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY OF THE
KIWANIS BALLFIELD AND PLAYGROUND

#12-136 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#12-137 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH SOMERSET

COUNTY FOR 2012 MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE ACTIVITIES

Mr. Lawrence moved adoption of Resolutions #130, 132-137.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion
which was approved upon a call of the roll:  

Mr. Farrell Yes Mr. McCrossan Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. Lawrence Yes Mr. Sooy Absent

Mr. McCrossan moved that Resolution #12-131,  be adopted,
noting that no refund will be issued until all conditions listed in the resolution have been met. 
Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which was approved upon a call of the roll:
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Mr. Farrell Yes Mr. McCrossan Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. Lawrence Yes Mr. Sooy Absent

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report was reviewed and accepted. 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety Committee Chair, Mr. Rossi, said the committee discussed regionalized policing. 
Mayor Honecker said the Mayor’s Roundtable that was scheduled for discussion on regionalized
policing was canceled due to lack of interest.  Mr. Rossi said the committee will continue to
discuss this topic and report in the future.

Finance Committee Chair, Mr. McCrossan, stated that the library trustees adopted their budget
at the last meeting.

Personnel Committee Chair, Mr. Farrell, said that an IT Specialist was hired tonight and there
are items for closed session.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works Chair, Mr. Lawrence, reported that the curbs on Old
Fort are close to being done, the project on Old Army is moving along well, and Crossroads
Construction is moving their crew to Dryden Road.  We are pushing for an answer from
Princeton Hydro as to where the contaminants are coming from.  The sewer specs should be done
in three weeks.  Locust Drive and Spruce Place should be done this year.  The county will be
paving Claremont Road and Captain Perez has more information about that topic, but he was not
present.  The retaining wall should be in this week.  Turf testing was completed.  Mr. Lawrence
asked if we knew why the donated scoreboard has not be electrified.  Mr. Rossi said the Bulldogs
had run out of money, but they should now have money to light it.  Mr. Lawrence said bids for
Elmer Avenue will go out in July.  Drainage on Old Army Road is to be done.  Mr. Rossi
discussed the process to design and build a road and to notify owners.  Mr. Macdowall said the
gas company sends information to homeowners.  Mr. Lawrence suggested a five year moratorium
on roads.  Mr. Rossi asked if the pond is done.  Mr. Lawrence answered that it has been filled. 
Mr. Rossi asked about the Anderson Hill Road job and mentioned trees in the right-of-way.  Mr.
Macdowall said he would need to have Bob Brightly review that.

Cable TV and Information Systems, Mr. Rossi discussed online payments for taxes and
licensing.  Mayor Honecker said we would need a plan and suggested looking at how other towns
do it, get a pros and cons list, have neighboring towns’ staff talk with our staff and have Mrs. 
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Jones and Mr. Maresca make recommendations.  Mr. Rossi said he is working on getting prices
on cameras for the meeting room.    

Board of Health, Mr. Lawrence said there are no more cesspools and now conversions must be
to septic.  There was a dog who bit two people in one month.  Mr. Lawrence asked if or at what
point is the borough is liable now that we are aware of the dog’s actions.  Mr. Pidgeon said there
is a vicious dog statute and he will look into it.

Environmental Commission, no report, Mr. Sooy was absent.

Sustainable Jersey, Mrs. Foster said they are proceeding with a deer management plan.

Open Space, Mrs. Foster said there will be a meeting with Michael Catania on Wednesday and
they will follow up with Ralph.

Planning Board, Mrs. Foster said the board is reviewing Chase Manhattan, Old ShopRite Annex
and COAH.

Recreation, Mr. McCrossan said the turf field referendum will be discussed.  The committee is
discussing a field study at the Polo Grounds.  

Shade Tree, Mr. Sooy was absent so no report was given.  Mr. Rossi said trees by
Peapack/Gladstone Bank need to be cut or trimmed.  Mayor Honecker suggested Mr. Rossi talk
to Mr. Maresca or Mr. Macdowall about this.

HPAC, Mrs. Foster said contracts with Dennis Bertland and Mark Alan Hewitt were sent out
regarding the Dunster Squibb property.  They are working on a usage plan for Green Acres.

Insurance, Mr. Lawrence said there was a meeting two weeks ago, and we have the best JIF in
New Jersey, and they have the lowest claims rate.

Housing, Mr. Farrell said a meeting was to be held tomorrow but it has been rescheduled for
July.  The committee is putting together a presentation to re-educate council.  

Library Board of Trustees, Mr. McCrossan said the library adopted their budget.  The library
was used as a cooling center during the recent heatwave.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS
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Pop Warner’s sign request

Mayor Honecker said he would think about putting together a sign committee for this type of
request.  Mr. Rossi said the Little League signs are fine.  Mayor Honecker said he would contact
Anthony Murphy, President of the 2012 Somerset Hills Bulldogs, to keep the signs in conformity
with the Little League’s signs.  Mr. McCrossan suggested we also get a plan of when the
scoreboard would be lit.  Mayor Honecker said he would discuss that with Mr. Murphy as well. 
Council consent was given for sponsorship signs to be done similarly like Little League’s signs. 
It was noted that each group is responsible for signs removed after their season is over.  Mayor
Honecker will follow up with Mr. Murphy.

Waiver of moratorium on Douglass Avenue for Street Opening Permit

A letter from Mr. Macdowall was discussed concerning a request from Noel Wortman at 160
Douglass Avenue, for relief from street opening moratorium.  Mr. Macdowall’s letter stated that
Douglass Avenue was recently paved and there is a moratorium on road openings that will not
expire until September of 2014.  He discussed this with PSE&G, and they concluded the opening
could be repaired using an infrared paving technology, which results in nearly seamless roadway
repairs.  Mr. Macdowall said he also discussed this with the Public Works Committee, and since
it is a small road opening, the recommendation is to offer relief from the road opening
moratorium, provided that PSE&G agrees to perform an infrared asphalt repair when restoring
the roadway opening.  Council consent was given to Mr. Macdowall’s recommendation.

Turf field referendum

Mr. Rossi asked about the cost.  Mr. Pidgeon said it would be part of the General Election so
there would be no cost.  Mayor Honecker said this discussion is about whether or not to have a
referendum.  The cost of the turf field project was discussed.  Mr. Farrell said it is a large amount
of money and felt it was prudent to have the taxpayers decided.  Mayor Honecker asked for a
straw poll to the question; Do we need a referendum for the turf field.  Mr. Farrell, Mrs. Foster,
Mr. McCrossan and Mr. Lawrence voted yes.  Mr. Rossi voted no.  The result was 4 to 1 to have
a referendum.  Mr. Pidgeon will prepare for the July 9th meeting.  

Mullens Lane sidewalk study

Mr. Rossi spoke about the % on the grade and asked if it would be an issue, and said he feels that
other streets have more.  Mr. Macdowall read from a study done be the RBA group and stated
that data was gathered in February 2012 during bad weather conditions, and then again in May
2012.  He explained the location and summary in the study.  
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OPEN SESSION

Janet Waite spoke about the turf field referendum.  She said there is a lot of verbiage to decide
regarding the referendum and asked how can that happen when it has to be submitted no more
than 81 days prior to the General Election.  Mayor Honecker said council will discuss this topic
at the next meeting and there could be a special meeting if necessary.  Mr. Pidgeon said it is a
non-binding referendum.  Ms. Waite said there are still issues about the turf field and does not
think it should go to referendum.  

CLOSED SESSION

Council Member Lawrence  moved to adjourn to executive session to consider Contract
Negotiations (Somerset County), personnel matters, property acquisition (COAH), and collective
bargaining matters, and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be
disclosed to the public is when they are finally resolved.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion which
was approved with five yes votes.

REOPEN

It was moved and seconded to reopen the meeting.  Motion carried.

It was moved and seconded to adopt Resolution #12-139, APPOINTING ALLAN ROME

BUILDING AND GROUNDS MANAGER, AND ROB HAYNES STREETS AND ROADS
MANAGER.  The motion was passed with five yes votes.

It was moved and seconded to adopt Resolution #12-140, APPOINTING LESLIE

ROBERSON TAX AND SEWER UTILITY COLLECTOR.  The motion was passed with
five yes votes.

    ADJOURNMENT 

Moved, seconded, and approved by all at 10:40 p.m.

____________________
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