
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

August 12, 2013

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members
Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, Craig Lawrence, Joseph Rossi and Kevin
Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Esq., Borough Attorney, Ralph A. Maresca, Jr.,
Administrator & CMFO, and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on November

28, 2012.  (Audio recordings of this meeting are available at bernardsvilleboro.org)

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS (none)

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lawrence moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider PBA Collective Bargaining,
and that the time when and circumstances under which the matter can be disclosed to the public

is when it is finally resolved.  Motion was seconded by Mr. dePoortere and approved with six yes

votes.  Following the closed session, it was moved and duly seconded to reopen the meeting to
the public.  Motion carried unanimously.

PROCLAMATION

Mayor Honecker read the following proclamation into the public record of the borough:

WHEREAS, the U. S. Department of Education is currently visiting a select number of Green

Ribbon Schools throughout the country on what is being called an "Education Built to Last,

Facilities Best Practices Tour;" and 

WHEREAS, representatives from the U.S. and N.J. Departments of Education will be coming to

the Bedwell Elementary School and Bernards High School in Bernardsville on Tuesday, August

13 for a tour and discussion on best practices; and

WHEREAS, these selected schools are being honored for their exemplary efforts to reduce

environmental impact and utility costs, promote better health, and ensure effective environmental

education, including civics and green career pathways; and  

WHEREAS, in 2013, the Bedwell Elementary School was selected as one of only 64 schools in

the nation to be named as a U. S. Department of Education Green Ribbon School; and
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WHEREAS, in 2012, Bernards High School was selected as one of only 78 schools in the U.S.

for this impressive award.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the

authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,

do hereby congratulate Bedwell School and Bernards High School for their environmental

achievements and proudly enter this proclamation into the public record of the Borough of

Bernardsville on August 12, 2013. 

 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Lawrence moved approval of Minutes of July 8 and 29, 2013 (Mr. Farrell was absent). 

Motion was seconded by Mr. dePoortere and approved with six yes votes. 

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Michael Gayda, Wisteria Way resident,
expressed concerns regarding the communications tower proposed by Somerset County at the Pill
Hill site, complained that notice was not provided to the residents, and called for a full, fair and
open hearing before the Planning Board.  Mayor Honecker said that notice will be given when
the matter is heard by the Planning Board.  Scott Rivello, Wisteria Way, stated similar opinions 
and asked if alternatives were considered.  

Terry Thompson, Mine Mount Road, advised that an informal luncheon will be held at the library
for Karen Brodsky on August 29, who has accepted a position as Librarian of the Joint Chatham
Libraries.  

Steven Kramer, Charlotte Hill Drive, said the proposed tower will be visible from his house,
stated that residents "had no clue" about the proposals, and urged that the matter proceed in the
open.  Diana Kramer, Charlotte Hill Drive, urged that the county be required to file a complete
application before the Planning Board, subject to all the same criteria required of other
applicants.  

Neil Schetelick, Mine Avenue, commented proceeding with a turf field is a "bad idea", noting
that it was voted down two to one last year.

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of
the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone
who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a
prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making
your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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Archit Amin, Meeker Road, expressed concerns for property values and loss of serenity if a
tower is built, and he requested open communication on the issue.  Marianne Rivello, Wisteria
Way, said she did not know about the tower until recently and wondered if the Pill Hill site is the
best location.  Mayor Honecker closed the public session.   

ORDINANCES

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #13-1636, MAKING THE ENTIRE LENGTH

OF BOYLAN TERRACE AND A PORTION OF WEST STREET ONE-WAY STREETS
AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII OF THE BOROUGH CODE
ENTITLED "TRAFFIC".   Hearing no comments or questions, the Mayor closed the public
hearing.  Mr. Farrell moved to pass on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Sooy seconded
the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi
and Sooy voted yes.

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #13-1637, BOND ORDINANCE

APPROPRIATING $1,200,000, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,142,000
BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH, FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND
INSTALLATION OF A TURF FIELD AT THE UPPER POLO GROUNDS
AUTHORIZED TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE,
IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY.  Bob Frawley, Carriage House Road,
read a statement urging reconsideration of the ordinance, complained that procedure was not
followed upon introduction, and stated that many will never use fields, but would enjoy parks,
hiking and cycling paths.  Mr. Pidgeon responded that procedure was followed and he cited
applicable law on the subject.  Pat Wry, Anderson Hill Road, noted that voters rejected the non-
binding field question last November by a 2 to 1 margin and estimated that about 12% of
residents would use a turf field ; that bonding for this is "lunacy".  She urged council to develop a
plan for fields and provide specifics on future maintenance costs.   Melanie dePoortere, Mine
Brook Road, urged those who claim not to have known about issues to attend meetings, read
papers and do research in order to be informed.  In response to questions from Sherry Frawley,
Carriage House Road,  Mayor Honecker responded open space funds would be used if the
referendum passes.  Mr. Pidgeon responded the bond ordinance will be moot if the open space
question passes and residents approve the expenditure from the open space acquisition fund.  She
asked if the bond ordinance provides emergency funding in the event open space money is not
allocated? Discussion continued.  Mr. Rossi said we decided to move forward in order to get the
engineering going, build during the winter and have a field in the spring.  Mrs. Frawley asked
Mr. Rossi, "doesn’t it bother you that it’s a pick your poison option?"  Mr. Rossi said no, "it’s a
great thing that you have the opportunity to pay for it in bonding if you don’t want it with open
space funds, or pay via open space funds that are not being utilized."  Doug Smoot, Club Lane, a
former Recreation Committee member, said the field can be built for less than $1,200,000. 
Patrick Frame, Chestnut Avenue, urged council to do a study before spending money on a field. 
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Recreation Committee member Andrew Fuls, Lindabury Avenue, said the field can be build for
about $800,000 plus another $100,000 to $200,000 for drainage and a retaining wall.  He
recommended posting the Recreation Committee’s presentation on fields on the borough web site
since it contains related, good information.  A Wesley Road, Peapack Gladstone resident spoke
in support of a turf field.  Neil Schetelick, Mine Avenue, said language in a referendum should
be clear, asking if residents want the field or not.  Mark Lebovitz, Ballantine Road, said turf is
used widely by high schools and colleges and our kids should be able to practice on the same
surface they will play on in the future.   Sean Gagnon, Columbia Drive, and President of the
Somerset Hills Bulldogs, spoke in support of a turf field, citing problems that result from field
closures and the resulting need to rent time at Ridge High School.   Mayor Honecker closed the
meeting to the public.  Mr. Farrell stated that those who don’t want the field can protest the
ordinance.  Mr. Rossi spoke in support of the $1.2 million plan and "doing it the right way
instead of the Bernardsville way".  Mr. Honecker urged compromise by building the field now
and adding "whistles and bells later," and he complained that Mr. Rossi’s comment does a "dis-
service to all of us here".   Mr. Lawrence said he will vote no because this ordinance is
"insulting" to those who voted no on the 2012 referendum.  Mr. Rossi moved to pass Ordinance
#13-1637 on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion and a
call of the roll followed.  Messrs. Sooy, Rossi, dePoortere and DeLeo voted yes.  Messrs.
Lawrence and Farrell voted no.   

Mr. Rossi moved that #13-1638, ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR IMPROVEMENT OF

ROUND TOP ROAD IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE
COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, AND MAKING AN APPROPRIATION OF
$185,000 THEREFOR CONSTITUTING PROCEEDS OF A GRANT FROM THE NEW
JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, be introduced by title, passed on first
reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting
beginning at 7:00 p.m., September 9, 2013.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion and a call of the
roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.

RESOLUTIONS

#13-128 CAPITAL BUDGET RESOLUTION

#13-129 CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN FOR 2012 AUDIT REPORT OF THE
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, SOMERSET COUNTY, NEW
JERSEY

#13-130 MEMORIALIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF FRANK J. MOTTOLA, JR.

#13-131 APPOINTING PART-TIME/SUBSTITUTE DISPATCHERS
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#13-132 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF PROPERTY TAX OVERPAYMENT, 83
STONE FENCE ROAD

#13-133 AUTHORIZING REFUND TO GEORGE PETERSON

#13-134 AUTHORIZING REFUND TO SARA M. ORTIZ

#13-135 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

#13-136 APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTE A
GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION FOR THE MEEKER ROAD PROJECT

#13-137 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#13-138 A&B APPROVING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mr. Lawrence asked to hold #13-130 for discussion.  Mr. Sooy moved adoption of Resolutions
#13-128, 129, and 131 through 138 A&B.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion and a roll call
followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.  Mr.
Lawrence asked why the Personnel Committee had not reviewed #13-130 before placing it on an
agenda?  Mr. Maresca said that the matter was discussed at a previous meeting and he was given
the authority to make an offer.  Mr. Lawrence moved adoption of #13-130.  Mr. Sooy seconded
the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.  

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report as of August 7 was received.  

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

The Public Safety Committee reported signs at the schools will be reviewed.  The Finance

Committee reported they will meet in September.  Personnel Committee matters will be
discussed in Executive Session.  The Mullens sidewalk extension to Old Army Road was

discussed during  the Public Works report.  Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public at
this point for discussion on that topic.

Mullens Lane sidewalk extension   

Mayor Honecker referenced a report (from RBA dated June 12) that did not recommend
extending the sidewalk on Mullens.  Mr. Rossi said the Public Works Committee will review that
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opinion with RBA.  Mr. Macdowall, Public Works Manager, stated that the same report
recommended installing multi-way stops and clearing low-lying foliage within sight triangles,
and that if  sidewalk extension is to proceed, design work will be necessary as well as an
application to the State Preservation Office.  Kathy Krug, Mullens Lane said that the sidewalk is
needed due to safety concerns.  Peter Burke, Highview Avenue, said he listened to a recording of
a Public Works Committee meeting held on July 16 when Mr. Rossi referred to him as a
"wacko," then he discussed facts in the RBA Report, expressed opposition to extending the
sidewalk, asked Mr. Rossi why he won’t let this issue go, and suggested that Mr. Rossi recuse
himself from discussion with him on the issue.   Mr. dePoortere asked if there was a conflict
between the initial project design and RBA?   Mr. Macdowall responded.  Steven Zdepski,
Highview Avenue, said the road is dangerous, catch basins are a hazard that bicycles have driven
into, some trees should be removed, stated he has valuable boxwood that would be threatened if a
sidewalk is installed, and concluded that sidewalks should have been installed on the other side
of the road.  Skip Orza, Old Fort Road said Mullens/Old Army is a dangerous intersection and
should be fixed.   No decision or conclusions were made.

Housing Quarterly Report

Mr. Youngblood of the Housing Advisory Committee distributed a written update dated August  
12, 2013 requesting:  (1) A meeting with inspectors, a Police Department representative and
supervisors to discuss coordinated enforcement; (2) That certain officials attend the monthly
Housing Committee meetings; (3) That Northeast calculate habitable square footage for each
rental unit and the number of allowed tenants on their rental forms; (4) That inspectors provide a
detailed narrative so notes can be updated to the Citizen Complaint Form (CCF) and into the
system, and (5) The Housing Committee be provided with copies of new CCF’s that pertain to
housing and zoning by the end of each month beginning with August.  Mr. Maresca was directed
to organize a meeting which he will attend along with Building, Fire, Housing and Zoning
Inspectors, a Police Department representative and the Borough Attorney.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Public Question B Turf field at Upper Polo Grounds

Alternate Rough Draft #3 of a resolution containing a question titled "AUTHORIZING A
PUBLIC QUESTION TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE VOTERS TO ALLOW A ONE-TIME
EXPENDITURE FROM THE BOROUGH OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND MONEY IN THE
ESTIMATED AMOUNT OF $1,500,000 FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A TURF FIELD AT
THE UPPER POLO GROUNDS, was discussed, and the amount of the proposed expenditure
was changed throughout to $1,200,000.  Mr. Rossi moved adoption of the resolution.  Mayor
Honecker called for a second, but the motion was not seconded.  Motion/resolution failed.  
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Route 202/Anderson/Mt. Airy traffic signal

The borough requested that the DOT upgrade the traffic signal at Route 202/Anderson/Mt. Airy
with a control cabinet for a portable generator to operate the intersection when needed.  In a letter
dated July 1, the DOT advised they will allow the installation provided the borough pays 25% of
the estimated cost of $16,500, or $4,125.   Mr. Rossi moved approval in accordance with facts
stated in the July 1, 2013 letter from the DOT.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion and a call of
the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.

Use of pool lot for Trunk or Treat event

The HSA at Bedwell School requested use of the pool parking lot on October 26 for a Trunk or
Treat, safe Halloween event to be held on October 26.  Subject to receiving a Certificate of
Insurance and Hold Harmless Agreement, six Council Members consented.

Request for link on web site

A request for a link for material on New Jersey accredited degree programs, received from
Elizabeth Turner, was reviewed.  There was no support for listing the link on the borough web
site and the Borough Clerk was directed to suggest that Ms. Turner contact the Bernardsville
Library and/or the Somerset Hills School District to ask for links to their sites.

Proposed MOA from Signature Information Solutions

Signature Information Solutions sent in a new agreement to allow scheduled transfer of real
estate property tax information as available, at a cost of $100 per year.  This matter was tabled
for Executive Session.

Request for hardship road opening on recently paved road

Sam Maddaluna requested an exemption from the road opening moratorium for proposed new
gas service at 22 Mullens Lane.  Mullens was paved in November 2011 and the moratorium
would normally run until November 2016.  The Public Works Committee directed Messrs.
Brightly and Macdowall to develop a road opening detail for infrared paving repair of street
openings, and referred the hardship issue to Borough Council.  Mr. Rossi moved to grant the
request for waiver of the five year moratorium policy, subject to agreement for infrared repairs
and receipt of $5,000 escrow to be held for one year.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion,
which was approved with five yes votes.  Mr. Lawrence voted no.  
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Request for waiver of $5 decal replacement fee

Mr. Briand, a Winding Way resident, requested waiver of the fee because his auto was stolen
from his driveway with the decal on the vehicle, and later totaled, and he does not believe the
replacement fee should apply based upon his circumstances.  The Borough Clerk was directed to
verify the theft, then provide the replacement decal without cost.  

Correspondence 

A Financial Statement as of December 31, 2012 was received from the Bernardsville Fire
Company and First Aid Squad.  There was no discussion.

Haunted Fire Truck Rides

A request delivered by the Fire Company on this date, therefore not on the printed agenda for this
meeting, was discussed, for use of the borough pond grounds and a field at the Polo Grounds for
haunted fire truck rides from 5:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. on October 12.  Six Council Members
consented.  

OPEN SESSION

Sherry Frawley, Carriage House Road, asked for more information about the field study
mentioned earlier.  Mayor Honecker responded that T&M Associates presented a proposal for an
inventory and needs assessment, which will be discussed at the September 9 meeting.  

Patty DeLeo, Mine Mount Road, asked if progress had been made on video taping of public
meetings?  Mr. Maresca said he has information on cost, but will need direction on how to pay
for equipment that will be needed.  Further discussion on the topic will be held at the September
9 meeting.  

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lawrence moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Contract Negotiations -

County Communications Tower and Contract Negotiations - Senior Transportation and that the
time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when 
they are finally resolved.  Motion was duly seconded and approved with six yes votes.  

ADJOURNMENT

Following the executive session, Mr. dePoortere moved to reopen the meeting to the public, then
adjourn at 11:45 p.m.  ______________________

Borough Clerk                         
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