
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes
August 24, 2013

Council Member Joseph Rossi called this meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Present were Council
Members Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere (via phone), John F. Farrell (via phone), Craig
Lawrence, and Kevin Sooy (via phone).  Mayor Lee C. Honecker was absent.  Also present were
John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk and Assistant Administrator and
Anthony Suriano, Deputy Clerk.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board at 9:58 a.m.
on August 22, 2013.

ITEM OF BUSINESS

Discussion and possible action related to Bond Ordinance #13-1637

Mr. DeLeo moved adoption of a resolution to repeal Ordinance #13-1637 and form a committee
to study alternative funding.  Mr. Pidgeon advised that an ordinance would be necessary to do so,
and he distributed and read aloud a draft ordinance.  Mr. DeLeo moved approval on first reading

of Ordinance #13-1639, AN ORDINANCE REPEALING BOND ORDINANCE #13-1637,

publication according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at
7:00 p.m., September 9, 2013.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion.  Mr. Rossi opened the
meeting to the public; there were no questions or comments.  A call of the roll followed: Messrs.
DeLeo, dePoortere, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.  Messrs. Farrell and Lawrence voted no.  

Mr. DeLeo moved to form a committee to study alternative sources of funding for an artificial
turf field.  Since public notice of this meeting was limited to action related to Ordinance #13-
1637, it was agreed to table that discussion until the September 9 meeting.   

                                                   OPEN SESSION

 
Mr. Rossi opened the meeting to the public.  Terry Thompson, Mine Mount Road, encouraged
Council to consider the Planning Board’s role before creating another committee.  Tony Bove,
Burrows Avenue, said that while he is not against fields, there are more essential needs, e.g.
sewer improvements and a PD headquarters.  Mr. Rossi responded that road, drainage
improvements and sewer improvements are planned but the borough has been deficient in
spending for fields.  In response to a question from Mr. DeLeo, Mr. Bove said he would not be 

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of

the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone

who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a

prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making

your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.



Mayor & Council Minutes - Page Two August 24, 2013

opposed to a field if the burden is not on taxpayers.  Michael Crew, Somerset Avenue,
commented about recent flash flooding in Bernardsville, stated that removal of trees and use of
artificial turf may contribute, and agreed that the Planning Board should develop a capital plan. 
John Farrell left the meeting at this point.  Steve Gribben, Laurelwood Drive, asked what are the
objections to turf?  Mr. Lawrence responded that other alternatives and turf replacement costs
were not carefully considered by Council.  Johanna Wissinger, Washington Corner Road,
expressed concerns about higher temperatures with turf than with grass and collision injuries that
occur.  Dave DePodwin, Old Colony Road, said we have "much bigger issues" than roads, fields
and sewers, and asked if the $10 million ordinance mentioned earlier addresses storm water
management concerns?  Mr. Rossi responded yes, that drainage is designed to state
recommended criteria.  Katie Dooley, Olcott Avenue, said some who signed the petition did not
object to the field, but rather the way Council has disrespected the will of the people as
demonstrated by the defeat of the referendum.  She said that some individuals said they were
afraid to sign the protest of Ordinance #13-1637 because of threats and confrontations that have
occurred.  Sherry Frawley, Carriage House Road, complained to Mr. Rossi that she obtained July
16 Public Works Committee meeting minutes when she and others were mentioned in an
"inexcusable way to talk about people".  Anthony Dello Russo, Mine Mount Road, said he is
bothered that at $35 per household, the cost of a turf field is an issue; that turfing the field is the
right thing to do.  Terry Thompson, Mine Mount Road, commented that the long term effects of a
turf field are unknown as they relate to health or flooding concerns.  Mr. Rossi countered that the
high school turf field is engineered to handle drainage.  Mr. DeLeo responded he is a scientist by
background and until he sees negative evidence that artificial turf is a detriment in peer journals,
he is in favor.  Marianne Olson, Old Colony Road, said she is disturbed that borough leadership
does not listen to voters and when concerns are voiced by the public, they are dismissed.  Suits
result when people feel they are steam rolled, she concluded.  Mr. DeLeo referred to field
presentations held by the Recreation Committee, which were attended by very few, in spite of
public notice given.   Tony Bove, Burrows Avenue, suggested posting meeting notices on the PD
message board for the benefit of those who do not use social media.   The public session was
closed.

Mr. Lawrence discussed information from the University of Arkansas Turf Grass Science group
regarding costs and high temperatures.  He read that it is a myth that synthetic fields require less
maintenance than natural grass fields, or to say that artificial turf fields are maintenance free. 
Synthetic fields require additional in-fill irrigation because of unacceptable high temperatures on
warm sunny days, chemical disinfectants, sprays to reduce static cling and odors, drainage and
repair and maintenance, erasing and repainting temporary lines and removing organic material
that accumulates.  In a recent presentation, the Michigan State University certified sports turf
manager, stated that typical maintenance cost of artificial turf fields range from $13,720 to
$39,220 while a typical annual maintenance costs for natural turf field is $8,000 to $48,000. 
Long term costs are less with natural turf fields compared to synthetic turf fields.  Artificial fields
need replacing every 8 to 10 years, whereas a natural turf field does not need as frequent
renovation and can be renovated at a much reduced price compared to the artificial field.  In the
sixteen year scenario, this woman came up with an annual average cost for each type of field. 
The natural soil based field is $33,522, the sand cap grass field is $49,318, the basic synthetic 
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turf is $65,846, and the premium synthetic field is $109,013.  When artificial turn in-fill systems
are renovated every eight to ten years there’s a hidden cost of disposal.  Fields are filled with
crumb rubber material, which is what we’re talking about here, typically made from ground
automobile tires.  The material may require special disposal; costs are estimated at $130,000 plus
transportation and landfill charges.   Regarding player preference, Mr. Lawrence said a recent
survey of 1,511 active NFL players, by the NFL Players Association, found that 73% of the
players prefer natural grass, while only 18% preferred artificial turf.  Nine percent (9%) of the
players had no preference.  Regarding high temperature concerns, artificial fields cannot be
played on all the time due to temperature build up on warm sunny days.  Artificial field
temperature surfaces have been documented as high as 199 degrees on a sunny day with the air
temperature of 98.  Researchers at Brigham Young University reported that the surface
temperature of a synthetic football field on campus averaged 117 degrees with a daily high of 157
degrees.  On an adjacent natural grass field the surface temperature averaged 78 degrees with a
daily high of 89 degrees.  Researchers at Penn State University studied the effect of using
irrigation to reduce surface temperature of synthetic fields and discovered that temperatures
should and could be decreased with irrigation, but the effects were short lived at 20 minutes. 
Because of these high temperatures, an artificial field will remain largely unuseable during warm
days.  Additionally, practicing on an artificial field could increase the incident of heat stroke,
muscle cramping and overall athletic fatigue.  Coaches holding practices on synthetic fields will
need to monitor athletic health more closely and will need to limit the duration of these practices
on these surfaces to reduce the risk of athlete injury.  Mr. Lawrence said he was the only one who
attended all three Recreation Committee meetings last year. Each saw three people in the
audience in addition to the Recreation Committee and the professional field turf representatives. 
We put the referendum out and asked the people if they wanted a turf field on our terms that was
fully paid for in a four year period, and they said no, 2 to 1, and yet we’re going forward with
this.  Lack of communication?  We asked a question, the voters gave us an answer, and we’re
thumbing our noses at them.  (Material reference: turf.uark.edu/turfhelp/archives/021109.html
and cafnr.missouri.edu/research/turfgrass-costs.php).  

Mr. Rossi responded that the proper information wasn’t provided to pro field people for the
referendum and claimed that’s why it was defeated.  He said Bernardsville isn’t in a region with
excessive temperatures and when necessary could cool a turf field with water cannons.  He
argued that heat issues can occur on grass fields too, but acknowledged play should be halted
when a certain temperature is reached.  He commented the high school turf field sees
“unbelievable” volume and that a grass field would not sustain the same volume.  Mr. DeLeo
recommended the information provided by Mr. Lawrence be referred to the Board of Education
and tell them there could be a problem with the fields.  

                                                            ADJOURNMENT                                                                  
                    
Mr. Rossi moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:58 a.m.  Mr. DeLeo seconded the motion, which
was approved unanimously.

______________________
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