
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

September 9, 2013

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members
Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, Craig Lawrence, Joseph Rossi and Kevin
Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Esq., Borough Attorney, Ralph A. Maresca, Jr.,
Administrator & CMFO, and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on November

28, 2012. (Audio recording of this meeting is available at bernardsvilleboro.org)

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the above statement and opened the meeting to the public.  Jacqueline

Totten, Hull Road, delivered photos taken "during the last several storms" showing  water

runoff problems on her property in Twin Lakes.  She said Twin Lakes roads have not been
paved in 25 years, and drainage improvements are badly needed.  In response to an inquiry from
Michael Gayda, Wisteria Way, Mr. Pidgeon advised that Somerset County has been asked to

attend a Council meeting to display and discuss plans for the proposed tower at the Pill Hill

site before an application is filed with the Planning Board.  Sherry Frawley, Carriage House
Road, regarding agenda item 5C (Fields) asked who are the "stakeholders" mentioned in the
T&M proposal?  Mr. Rossi responded all who currently use fields.  Mrs. Frawley suggested
including contiguous landowners.  In response to a question from Rosalie Ballantine, Pheasant
Hill Drive, Mayor Honecker said only one field study is proposed with 50% of the cost to be paid
by the school district.  Christine Zamarra, Anderson Hill Road, complained that no response to
Citizen Complaints has been received.  Mayor Honecker referred Mrs. Zamara to the appropriate
department head for information.  Doug Smoot, Club Lane, a proponent of artificial turf for
Upper Polo, refuted turf-negative statements he read in the Bernardsville News that were
reported by Councilman Lawrence at a recent meeting.  Mayor Honecker closed the public
session.

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Honecker read the following Proclamation for Domestic Violence Awareness Month:

WHEREAS, violence against women, children, and men continues to become more prevalent as

a social problem in our society; and

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of
the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone
who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a
prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making
your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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WHEREAS, the problems of domestic violence are not confined to any group or groups of

people but cross all economic, racial and societal barriers, and are supported by societal

indifference; and

WHEREAS, the crime of domestic violence violates an individual*s privacy, dignity, security,

and humanity, due to systematic use of physical, emotional, sexual, psychological and economic

control and/or abuse, with the impact of this crime being wide-ranging; and

WHEREAS, everyone deserves to live a life free from the fear of being hurt or killed by people

who are supposed to love them; and

WHEREAS, in our quest to impose sanctions on those who break the law by perpetrating

violence, we must also meet the needs of victims of domestic violence who often suffer grave

physical, psychological and financial losses; and

WHEREAS, it is victims of domestic violence themselves who have been in the forefront of

efforts to bring peace and equality to the home; and

WHEREAS, the Resource Center of Somerset has been serving people affected by domestic

violence for over 35 years; and

WHEREAS, the Resource Center of Somerset agency services include emergency shelter, legal

advocacy, outreach counseling, community education, volunteer Domestic Violence Response

Teams working with local police departments, and more; and

WHEREAS, the Resource Center of Somerset provides services to survivors of domestic abuse

— women, men and children — free-of-charge, and in English and Spanish.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Lee C. Honecker of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby

proclaim the month of October to be National Domestic Violence Awareness Month in our

community, commend the efforts of the Resource Center of Somerset and their 24-Hour Hotline

at 866-685-1122, and enter this proclamation into the public record of the Borough of

Bernardsville on September 9, 2013.  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Ordinances 

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #13-1638, ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR

IMPROVEMENT OF ROUND TOP ROAD IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF
BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, AND MAKING
AN APPROPRIATION OF $185,000 THEREFOR CONSTITUTING PROCEEDS OF A
GRANT FROM THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION.  Hearing
no comments or questions from the public, the Mayor closed the hearing.  Mr. Rossi moved to
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pass this ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion
and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy
voted yes.  

Mayor Honecker opened the  public hearing on #13-1639, AN ORDINANCE REPEALING

BOND ORDINANCE #13-1637.  Hearing no comments or questions from the public, the
Mayor closed the hearing.  Mr. Lawrence moved to pass this ordinance on final reading and
adopt as published.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs.
Sooy, Rossi, Lawrence, Farrell, dePoortere and DeLeo voted yes.

Resolutions

#13-139 ACCEPTING A DONATION

#13-140 AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN A 2013 APPLICATION FOR A
YOUTH SERVICES COMPETITIVE GRANT

#13-141 AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET
TO PROVIDE PARTICIPATION IN A COOPERATIVE MEANS OF
CONDUCTING CERTAIN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK
GRANT AND HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM
ACTIVITIES 

#13-142 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2013 TAXES FOR 50
MORRISTOWN ROAD

#13-143 PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $1,500.00 AS A SPECIAL ITEM
OF REVENUE IN THE 2013 BUDGET (Chapter 159, P.L. 1948)

#13-144 APPOINTING CLASS II SPECIAL POLICE OFFICER

#13-145 AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH
MALCOLM PIRNIE/ARCADIS FOR BIDDING AND CONSTRUCTION
ADMINISTRATION SERVICES FOR SBR CONTROL SYSTEM
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

#13-146 AWARDING CONTRACT FOR GARBAGE CONTAINER 
REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL

#13-147 APPROVING A PERSON-TO-PERSON TRANSFER OF A.B.C. LICENSE
#1803-44-005-004

#13-148 APPROVING PAYMENT OF BILLS
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Resolution #13-139 was held for discussion.  Mr. Lawrence moved adoption of Resolutions #13-
140 through #13-148.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs.
DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.  Regarding Resolution #13-
139, Mr. Farrell asked what the donated generator would be used for?  Mr. Macdowall responded
it will provide emergency power to the Public Works building.  Mr. Farrell moved adoption of
#13-139.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.    

Fields

A proposal from T&M Associates was considered for an Athletic Fields Inventory and Needs
Assessment, with 50% of the cost to be paid by the Board of Education.  Mr. Lawrence asked if
the study will include fields in sending districts, and Recreation Departments from Bedminster
and Peapack-Gladstone?  Mr. Rossi said the study will focus on fields currently used and the
needs of Bernardsville schools and recreation, but that it could be expanded at additional cost. 
Use of fields by the Little League and Somerset Bulldogs, teams that include kids from Far Hills
and Peapack/Gladstone, was discussed.  Mayor Honecker asked how the study will begin?  Mr.
Rossi said Lou DePalma will work with Mike Hoppe and our Recreation Director, Cheryl
Ferrante. Funding for the borough’s portion of the cost was discussed.  Mr. Rossi moved that

#13-1640, AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $6,750 FROM THE DEVELOPMENT
PORTION OF THE BOROUGH OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND FOR THE BOROUGH’S
SHARE OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITH T&M ASSOCIATES
TO CONDUCT AN ATHLETIC FIELDS INVENTORY AND NEEDS ASSESSMENT
FOR THE BOROUGH AND THE SOMERSET HILLS SCHOOL DISTRICT, be
introduced and passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be
scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., September 23.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the
motion, which was approved with six yes votes. 

Mr. Rossi recommended the Public Works Committee study Alternative funding for fields. 
Mayor Honecker commented options are taxation, borrowing, user fees and grants.  It was agreed
that the Borough Administrator should proceed with a grant application to Somerset County
using Concept B that was discussed at previous meetings.  

Mr. Rossi, on behalf of the Public Works Committee, recommended awarding a contract for

design engineering for improvements at the Polo Grounds, and that subject was discussed. 
Mayor Honecker said Bulldog representatives claimed the field is unsafe, and he asked what
should be done now to make it playable?  Should grass field improvements be considered in case
a grant is not forthcoming?  Debate followed.  Mr. Rossi said the committee will have additional

information ready for discussion at the next meeting on September 23.          

Downtown flooding

Flooding in the downtown area that resulted from a recent storm that dropped 5 inches of rain in
two hours, was discussed.  It was the unanimous opinion that the culverts on Route 202 are not
adequate, and must be improved and better maintained by the DOT.    
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Mullens Lane - Upper Sidewalk

Mr. Rossi left the podium at this point in the meeting due to the appearance of a conflict on this
subject.  The Public Works Committee recommended (1) a three way stop at Mullens Lane/Old
Army Road intersection, and (2) that Ferriero Engineering be authorized to complete design of
sidewalks on Mullens from Bell Terrace to Old Army/Olcott at a cost of $4,200.  

Mullens Lane residents spoke out at this point in the meeting, asking to be heard on this subject. 
Annie Ferrante, Christine Zahn, Jennifer Adams, Keith McGriskin, Jeff Vernimb for Andrea
Kostelak, Kathy Crew, Dave Majette and Maureen Jende stated they favor extending the
sidewalk to Old Army for safety reasons.  Greg DiGiacchino asked if a grant has been considered
and Mr. DeLeo responded that an application is a possibility.  Dave DePodwin, Old Colony
Road, encouraged strict speed enforcement.  Steve Zedepsky, corner Highview and Mullens, said
the engineering report does not support sidewalks on upper Mullens and discussed his concerns
with tree/landscape removal and impact on the historic district.  Christine Zamarra, Anderson
Hill Road, suggested eliminating cars on the upper section of Mullens.  Peter Burke, Highview,
said he is sympathetic to safety concerns but believes that sidewalks on upper Mullens will
contribute to those safety issues and they should not be installed.  Scott Burke, Old Army Road,
said sidewalks on Upper Mullens will draw people to an unsafe spot due to speeding problems. 
Mary Donelik, Mullens Lane, said she agrees that safety is a priority and asked since Old Army
has no sidewalks, what would walkers do when they reach that point?  She recommended a route
to Bell Terrace or Highview, asked for a survey and needs analysis before proceeding, and voted
no to sidewalks on upper Mullens.  Police Chief Valentine said the department is aware of safety
issues on Mullens; resources have been exhausted to address them.  Their traffic counts show
2,000 trips per day.  The borough should finish the sidewalks on Mullens, he said, and proceed
with measures, including a three-way stop sign, to mitigate concerns.  John Macdowall, Public
Works Manager, agreed that the three-way stop sign would help, and he recommended

proceeding with design work, which will provide more information.  Mr. dePoortere moved

authorization for Ferriero Engineering to complete the design of sidewalks on Mullens

from Bell Terrace to Old Army Road/Olcott Avenue at a cost of $4,200.  Mr. DeLeo
seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Council Members Sooy, Lawrence, Farrell,
dePoortere and DeLeo voted yes.  The concept of making the top of Mullens pedestrian use only
was discussed, but no action was taken.  Mr. Rossi returned to the podium.    

Claremont Pedestrian bridge and stairway

Mr. Macdowall discussed financing already in place, and additional funds and measures needed

to proceed with this project .  Mr. Rossi moved that Ordinance #13-1641, AMENDING

ORDINANCE #2010-1573 BY APPROPRIATING AND ADDITIONAL $80,000.00 FROM
THE BOROUGH OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND AND CLARIFYING THE LOCATION
OF THE PROJECT, be introduced and passed on first reading, published according to law, and
that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., September 23.  Mr.
dePoortere seconded the motion.  Mr. Lawrence asked about the scope of work and Mr. Rossi
stated the existing plans would be used and that clearing is limited to construction necessary
work.  A voice vote followed; six members voted yes upon introduction.  
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Mr. Rossi moved adoption of Resolution #13-149, AUTHORIZING A PROFESSIONAL

SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE RBA GROUP (for bidding and construction

administration for the Claremont bridge and stairway project), and #13-150, AUTHORIZING

SOLICITATION OF BIDS FOR THE CLAREMONT FIELD PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
AND STAIRWAY.  Mr. DeLeo seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

Affordable Housing; Hardship Waiver for 15-22 Pine St.

The administrative agent for the borough, The Housing Affordability Service, advised that an
income-eligible buyer has not been found for 15-22 Pine St., and provided options available to
the Borough.  Option three was favored, wherein the Municipality may waive the right to
purchase the unit or identify an income-eligible buyer and HAS will grant the Hardship Waiver
and allow the owner to sell to a household that is not income-qualified, but the unit will remain
subject to a deed restriction and affordability controls.  Mr. Sooy moved that HAS may proceed
with a Hardship Waiver, pursuant to option three discussed in their letter of August 30, 2013. 
Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.   

Signature Information Solutions

Mr. Rossi moved to approve the Memorandum of Agreement from Signature Information
Solutions, to allow the scheduled transfer of real estate property tax information, tax details, lien
records, utility records and special assessment information, all public information, and to accept
$100 per year for the electronic files.  Mr. Farrell seconded the motion, which was approved with
six yes votes.

Video camera system for recording meetings

Mr. Maresca asked for direction on spending for cameras for video recording meetings.  One
camera costs about $8,000, he said.  Mr. Rossi recommended postponing a decision until
September 23, after Council Members view a system used in another municipality.  All agreed.

OLPH/St. Elizabeth’s 5K Run on March 29, 2014

A letter from Andew Taylor dated August 16, providing details and a route map regarding a
proposed 5K run in March of 2014 was reviewed.  Mr. Taylor was present at this meeting and
was advised that there are no objections to proceeding with the event, pending receipt of the
usual Certificate of Insurance and Hold Harmless Agreement.  

Fire Co./First Aid Squad 5K Run on November 2

The Fire Company is planning a 5K run on Saturday, November 2, using a route from the High
School to Claremont Road, to Post Kunhardt Road, to Mine Mount Road, up through Highview
Avenue and back to the High School.  There were no objections to the event, pending receipt of
the usual Certificate of Insurance and Hold Harmless Agreement.
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Ordinance repealing obsolete sections of Borough Code

Following review of an ordinance to repeal Sections 2-40, 2-41, 2-70.11 and 2-70.14, Mr.

Lawrence moved that #13-1642, AN ORDINANCE REPEALING SEVERAL OBSOLETE

SECTIONS OF THE BOROUGH CODE, be introduced and passed on first reading, published
according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.,
September 23.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes. 

Correspondence

A letter from Somerset County Public Works Department was received, stating that recycling
cost for 2014 will remain at the current rate, $23.85 per municipal household.

Public Works Equipment

Mr. Macdowall explained the need for a Bomford, and Mr. Rossi moved that #13-1643,

ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $107,000 FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
FUND FOR ROAD EQUIPMENT (BOMFORD), be introduced and passed on first reading,
published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at
7:00 p.m., September 23.  Mr. DeLeo seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes
votes.  

CLOSED SESSION (none)

                                                     ADJOURNMENT                                                              

Mayor Honecker adjourned the meeting at 9:50 p.m.  

__________________________
Borough Clerk
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