
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

September 24, 2012

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council
Members John F. Farrell, Charlotte J. Foster, Craig Lawrence, John McCrossan, Joseph Rossi
and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Ralph A. Maresca, Jr.,
Administrator/CMFO and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 4,
2012.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS (There were none)

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Lawrence moved approval of Minutes of meetings held August 13 and September 10, as
presented.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the above statement, then opened the meeting to the public.   Geri 
Rosman, Claremont Road resident, stated that, in her opinion, a comment made at the September
9 meeting of governing body and published in the Bernardsville News on September 13, that "the
need to provide affordable housing is being pushed down our throats...", does not portray Council
in the best light.  Council Member Foster responded.  Mrs. Foster, Mayor Honecker, and Mr.
Pidgeon discussed the borough’s affordable housing efforts and current status with COAH.  

Doug Smoot, Club Lane resident and Recreation Committee member,  stated that, in his opinion,
the turf field referendum question (which will appear on the November 6 ballot) is poorly worded
and misleading on the cost of the project, and that he believes the field can be done for under a
million dollars.  Mayor Honecker responded that estimates were provided in a study performed
for the borough by the RBA Group, then he closed the public portion.  

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of
the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone
who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a
prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making
your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.



BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES          SEPTEMBER 24, 2012

2

ORDINANCES 

Mr. Lawrence moved that #12-1615, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THREE-WAY

STOP INTERSECTION AT OLD FORT ROAD-SOUTHERLY INTERSECTION AND

SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII OF THE BOROUGH CODE
ENTITLED "TRAFFIC", be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to
law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., October 22,
2012.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

RESOLUTIONS

#12-174 REGARDING THE 2011 EMPG EXERCISE GRANT AWARD

#12-183 PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $2,457.42 AND $1,000.00 AS A

SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE 2012 BUDGET (Chapter 159 P.L.
1948)

#12-184 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2012 TAXES FOR

BLOCK 138, LOT 1, 31 WASHINGTON AVENUE ASSESSED IN THE
YEAR OF 2012 TO ROBERT M. TALLAKSEN

#12-185 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2012 TAXES FOR

BLOCK 136, LOT 1, 47 WASHINGTON AVENUE ASSESSED IN THE
YEAR OF 2012 TO ROBERT M. TALLAKSEN

#12-186 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #12-

00027, BLOCK 118, LOT 15, 23 MEEKER ROAD, BRYAN GLYNN

#12-187 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #12-

00004, BLOCK 44, LOT 13, 40 OLD ARMY ROAD, SARAH SCHULTZ

#12-188 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #12-

00002, BLOCK 41, LOT 8, 25 SENEY DRIVE, JOSEPH J. & MELODY F.
FELL

#12-189 APPOINTING JOSEPH GREGO AS A FULL-TIME POLICE

DISPATCHER

#12-190 AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF COIN OPERATED AMUSEMENT

DEVICE LICENSES
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#12-191 APPROVING A DEDICATION BY RIDER FOR A BERNARDSVILLE

COMMUNITY GARDEN TRUST FUND

#12-192 REVISING THE POLICY THAT ALLOWS BOROUGH EMPLOYEES TO

WAIVE HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE AND RECEIVE A
STIPEND AND AMENDING RESOLUTION #2006-151

#12-193 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#12-194 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#12-195 REVISING THE SALARIES FOR TWO RECENTLY HIRED POLICE

OFFICERS AND AMENDING RESOLUTION #2012-87

Mr. Rossi moved approval of Resolutions #12-174, and 183 through 195, excluding #12-192. 
Mr.  Sooy seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously upon a call of the roll;
Council Members Farrell, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.

Resolution #12-192, REVISING THE POLICY THAT ALLOWS BOROUGH

EMPLOYEES TO WAIVE HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE AND RECEIVE A
STIPEND AND AMENDING RESOLUTION #06-151, was discussed.  Mr. McCrossan asked
why those in the program before May 21, 2010 receive 33 1/3% of the premium savings received
by the Borough when the new law provides for stipends at 25%?  The Borough Administrator
responded because those in the program before May 21, 2010 are grandfathered at the 33 1/3%,
based upon law.  With that explanation, Mr. Lawrence moved approval of Resolution #12-192. 
Mr. Sooy seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes. 

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report as of September 19, 2012, was received.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety Committee Chair,  Mr. Rossi, reported that the committee met recently; amended
monthly reports were distributed in packets.  The Captain has provided notice to retire.  There
has been email discussion regarding traffic at the schools and it is possible a recommendation for
additional crossing guards may result.  The committee discussed new stop signs on Old Army,
Old Fort and Mullens; John Macdowall is going to go back to RBA to look into it.

Finance Committee Chair, Mr. McCrossan said that at the close of September we will be able to
predict where we will be with the budget for the last quarter of the year.



BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES          SEPTEMBER 24, 2012

4

Personnel Committee Chair, Mr. Farrell, reported that a meeting with ADP to discuss an HR
program  was cancelled.  The committee will review information from ADP and consider the
cost ($50,000) before a future meeting is scheduled.  Mr. Rossi spoke in favor of the program. 
The Mayor asked Mr. Rossi if he believes the program will solve an existing problem, or prevent
future ones?  Mr. Rossi said the HR program would streamline the HR process, cover current
laws and make sure the Borough is up to date with the administrative side of HR.  

Engineering, Technology & Public Works Chair, Mr. Lawrence, reported that RBA has
approved stop signs for Old Fort/Mullens intersection.   On Old Fort there is just a punch list to
be completed.   Locust, Spruce, and Old Colony were paved last week.  On Anderson,  we are
waiting on flash and beacons for the intersections near Rolling Hill.  Heather and myrtle has been
planted along Anderson and the residents are happy with them.  There is a preconstruction
meeting regarding Elmwood this Thursday.  On Old Army, drainage must be addressed  to
handle water from Oak Place and Oak Ridge; this is why Oak Place has not been paved.  An
application has been filed with the DEP for drainage work on Post Kennel Road.  It is hoped this
project can be completed by the end of 2012.  A grant application will be the subject of a
resolution for improvements on Mine Mount Road between Anderson and Claremont.  The
Communications Tower at Dump site is moving along.   Mr. Macdowall shared a concern
expressed to him by new residents about sewer fee adjustments and our practice that adjustments
cannot be made until we have one year of usage records.   Those present affirmed our policy in
this regard.   Crossroad Construction is working on Dryden Road now.   

Mr. Rossi commented that he would like yellow reflective markers on Anderson Hill guardrails
to be replaced, and that the borough should use another contractor to pave because some roads
have developed ripples.  For example, he said, "Old Fort and all these reclaim jobs".  He said that
20' road width is a mistake and basins or drainage done should be 24' face to face.   

Mayor Honecker said road width is a subjective choice.  Residents seem to be happy to maintain
Bernardsville as a country town and that present and past councils do not agree with Mr. Rossi
about road width.  Mr. Lawrence asked if Mr. Rossi is happy with Mountain Top Road?  Mr.
Rossi answered "no".   Are you happy with Turnbull, Mr. Lawrence asked?  Mr. Rossi answered
"yes, because its 25.6 inches and the shoulder is graded".  Mr. Lawrence responded, "That being
said, Turnbull width on average is 19' every 50',  Mountain Top is 20' 4" to 20' 6", every 50' and 
Dryden is 20'".   Mr. Rossi said he will ask for traffic counts, which he believes will support his
argument for road width.  

In response to a question about the estimated time for downtown crosswalks to be completed,
Mr. Lawrence answered within the next week or two because of anticipated weather changes.  
Mr. Lawrence said he will make a request for an engineer to be present during the crosswalk job.  
Mayor Honecker asked what date in October is targeted for bulk waste collection at the compost
site.
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Quarterly Reports

Mr. Rossi reported for Cable TV and Information Systems, that work is on-going to provide
security cameras at certain locations.  Cameras are functioning now at the train station and at the
schools.   

Mr. Lawrence reported the Board of Health met tonight and, among other topics, discussed  a
dog in town that has bitten three different people.  Mr. Pidgeon discussed steps to be taken and
said he would talk with the prosecutor and St. Hubert’s in this regard.  Mr. Lawrence said that
during 2013, the Board of Health will hold regular meetings 6 times a year instead of 12 times,
but will schedule additional meetings if and when necessary. 

Mr. Sooy reported that the Environmental Commission will attend the September 27 Planning
Board meeting to present the latest version of the Environmental Resource Inventory for the
Master Plan.  The Commission will attend the October 9 Council meeting regarding a well
ordinance.  Kudos to our Commission because they have been asked to participate on a panel to
speak about on how successful Environment Commissions operate.  

Mrs. Foster reported that the Sustainable Jersey group will attend the October 9 meeting with a
brief presentation to council regarding the deer management plan.  

Mrs. Foster reported that Open Space will meet next Wednesday.  Michael Catania will be
attend the October 22 meeting to give council an update.  He is working on revising our open
space plan. 

Mrs. Foster reported that  Planning Board applications are down in number.  The board has
begun working on revisions to the sign ordinance.  During the process the board will ask for
public input.  

Recreation Liaison, Mr. McCrossan, has resigned from that post.  Mayor Honecker asked for

volunteers to replace Mr. McCrossan.  Members  Rossi and Lawrence expressed interest.  Based
upon a show of hands (five votes for Lawrence; one for Rossi),  Mr. Lawrence was appointed as
Council Liaison to the Recreation Advisory Committee. 

Mr. Sooy commented that the Shade Tree Committee is working on a five year plan.  A Green
Community application has been submitted.  Bernardsville should receive $3000 from NJ
Forestry, which will cover the cost of our consultant for said plan.  The oak tree near the Station
Pub and Grub is struggling and we are moving forward to try to treat and save it.  Mr. Rossi
stated that trees are being planted into the curb and sidewalk and they are starting to grow into
the roadway.  He asked if we can get permission to plant on private property to avoid this?  Mr.
Sooy said he will check with Mr. Matlack on that point, and to consider  who then would be
responsible for maintainance?

Mrs.  Foster asked to carry the HPAC report to the October 9th meeting.
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Messrs. Lawrence and Maresca had no report on Insurance matters.

Mr. Farrell reported that Housing will  meet tomorrow night and there will be a report on
October 22.  Among other topics, they will discuss a mission statement for the committee.  

Mr. McCrossan reported for the Library Board of Trustees that as of July/August library
fundraising efforts resulted in $49,000,  leaving about $16,000 to be raised to meet their $65,000
goal.  The 2013 preliminary operating budget was circulated for review.  Mayor Honecker
reported that Andrea Mastrobattista and Fauzia Burke were recently honored as Volunteers of the
Year for the Library.   Andrea was recognized for her work on the University of Can-Do Program
and Fauzia for her work on the Splendid Life Meditation Program.  We have excellent library
staff and our excellent volunteers put us over the top, he said.  Mr. McCrossan concluded that
The Friends of the Library, the Library Foundation, the employees, the Board of Trustees and
volunteers have all done an excellent job this year in their respective roles.  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

OLPHC/St. Elizabeth’s School 2013 5K Run - April 13, 2013

Andrew Taylor, Highview Avenue resident, on behalf of St. Elizabeth’s, was present to discuss
their request to hold a 5K Run on April 13, 2013, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m., with a start and finish
on Seney Drive.  Mr. Taylor said discussion regarding this event has already begun with the
police department and a certificate of insurance and Hold Harmless Agreement has been
furnished.  Mr. McCrossan said he observed the event last year and asked if there is a way to cut
the cost of police coverage for the event?  It was agreed to look into that possibility.  Council
gave unanimous consent for the event.    

Election Day parking alternatives

In anticipation of high voter turnout for the November 6 Presidential Election, measures to
provide parking alternatives for polling places at the library and Bernards High School were
considered.  Mr. Lawrence reported that the owners of Equus have agreed to allow library
employees and volunteers to park in the Equus lot on Election Day.  The Borough Clerk was
directed to inform the Library Director.   It was agreed that Bernards High students and staff may
park in the spaces controlled by the Borough of Bernardsville in the Church Street arm of the
Bernardsville Library parking lot on November 6, and that parking restrictions on Olcott Avenue
may be suspended on November 6 to allow Olcott staff to park on Olcott Avenue for the day.      

Web Site policy

Sample policies from other communities were reviewed and one was identified as a sample to
follow to develop a policy for Bernardsville.  The Borough Clerk was directed to prepare a draft
for further consideration by Borough Council.
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Review of Best Practices Worksheet CY 2012/2013

The Worksheet, prepared by the Administrator/Chief Financial Officer, was reviewed and
discussed by the Borough Council.  Forty seven (47) out of fifty (50) questions are answered yes
or not-applicable, giving the Borough of Bernardsville a score of 94% and thereby making the
borough eligible for the full amount of State Aid available.  Mayor Honecker asked that the
borough work on changing the no answers to yes answers, where possible.       

OPEN SESSION

Melanie DePortere asked for answers to the questions she provided to Borough Council
regarding affordable housing.  Mrs. Foster stated that they were sent to the newspaper in order to
be widely available.   Mayor Honecker closed the open session. 

CLOSED SESSION (None)

                                                               ADJOURNMENT                                                              
    
Moved and seconded at 8:36 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.  

__________________________
Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
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