
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes
October 9, 2012

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council
Members John F. Farrell, Charlotte J. Foster, Craig Lawrence, John McCrossan, Joseph Rossi
and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney and Sandra G. Jones,
Borough Clerk and Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 4,
2012.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the above statement and opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no
comments, the open session was closed.  

PRESENTATION

Green Team Members Ed English and Bob Baker, and an outside expert in the field, Mike Van
Clef, discussed deer management issues, including current deer population vs. ideal population
counts, incidents of Lyme disease, vehicular collisions, the loss of native plant species to deer
and the benefits of promotion of healthy forests and animal habitats.  A Borough-wide
questionnaire on deer management done by the Green Team revealed that over 70% of the
respondents favor addressing the issue of deer over-population, and the committee’s goal is to
submit a deer management plan for consideration by the Borough Council.   

OPEN SESSION

At this point, the meeting was reopened for public comment.  Caesar Mistretta, President of the
Chamber of Commerce, said a chamber member who was recently cited for display of a free
standing, illegal sign, contacted him for support.  Mayor Honecker stated that because the matter
is in court, the Borough Council cannot discuss it.  The Planning Board, Mr. Honecker said, has
been charged with the task of reviewing the sign ordinance and Mr. Mistretta was advised that 
comments can be referred to them.

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of

the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone

who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a

prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making

your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Resolutions

#12-197 ESTABLISHING DECAL FEES AND OTHER REGULATIONS FOR

MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS DURING 2012

#12-198 APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTE A

GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF

TRANSPORTATION FOR THE MINE MOUNT ROAD PROJECT

#12-199 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#12-200 AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITH

MICHAEL CALAFATI ARCHITECT, LLC TO PREPARE HISTORIC

STRUCTURES REPORT ("HSR") FOR THE DUNSTER SQUIBB

PROPERTY

#12-201 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

Resolutions #12-197, 198 and 200 were held for discussion.  Mr. Sooy moved approval of
Resolutions #12-199 and 201.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion, which was adopted
unanimously; Members Farrell, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.  
Regarding Resolution #12-197, Mr. Farrell asked why not charge more for non-residents?  Mr.
Pidgeon explained we are unable to do so because part of the lot is owned by New Jersey Transit. 
Mr. Farrell moved approval of #12-197.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion which was approved
with six yes votes.  Mr. Rossi asked if the grant for the Mine Mount Road project contains all
costs and he was informed that the grant maximum is $250,000.  Mr. Lawrence moved approval
of Resolution #12-198.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes
votes.  Resolution #12-200 was tabled for discussion in Executive Session.

Proposed Well Test Ordinance

Environmental Commission Members Sherry Frawley, Tom Voss and Paula Dees Stuart were
present in support of a well testing ordinance recommended for use in the borough.  Mrs.
Frawley said the model ordinance selected is from Hopewell Township and it adopts accepted
standards for testing needed in the borough to guide development, especially on the mountain
where the aquifer is known to be in trouble.  Currently, Bernardsville has no restriction on the
number of wells on a parcel.  Mr. Voss discussed water quality problems in the borough because
of the number of septic systems in use and he stated that the Highland maps are a good reference
for water quantity and quality information.  Mr. Pidgeon was directed to obtain an opinion from
the Borough Engineer on the sample ordinance and the need for a well test ordinance in the
borough, and it was agreed to carry further review of the ordinance to the November 13 work
meeting.    
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Request to use Polo Grounds for Scout Pack 150 space derby

Cub Scout Pack 150 requested use of the Polo Grounds from noon to 5:00 p.m. on November 4,
2012 for a Space Derby, and has filed insurance documents in support of the event.  The request
was forwarded by the Recreation Office, which has approved same.  Mr. Sooy moved approval. 
Mr. Rossi seconded the motion.  Members Farrell, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan, Rossi and
Sooy voted yes.   

15-19 Pine Ridge/Hardship Waiver

The Housing Affordability Service (HAS) is the administrative agent for the affordable housing
unit at 15-19 Pine Ridge.  HAS advised in a letter dated September 25, 2012, that the unit was
marketed for the requisite amount of time but an income-eligible buyer has not been found, and
advised the borough of options available to us.  Regarding the Hardship Waiver request, Mrs.
Foster moved to approve Option 3 (The Municipality may waive the right to purchase the unit or
identify an income-eligible buyer and HAS will grant the hardship Waiver and allow the owner
to sell to a household that is not income-qualified.  The unit, however, will remain subject to a
deed restriction and the affordability controls.)  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion.  Members
Farrell, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan, Rossi and Sooy votes yes.    

Additions to web site 

Following discussion, it was decided to post on the borough web site the pavement study,
affordable housing information from the Borough Attorney and Mrs. Foster, and a flyer regarding 
the Somerset County Food Bank Adopt A Family program.

Friends For a Greener Bernardsville request

The Friends propose (1) to improve the viburnum planting near the Borough Hall generator by
removing a portion of the grass around the generator and putting in a bed of mulch to prevent
lawn mower damage to established bushes, (2) addition of another viburnum near the large holly
tree to shield the chain link fence from view, and (3) to plant daffodils for spring color.  In
anticipation of more spectacular results, the proposal was gratefully accepted/approved.     

Turf field funding

Mayor Honecker said turf field funding was reviewed by borough representatives and a statement
has been prepared.   Mr. Lawrence read the following:  
 
In 2011, Bernardsville*s recreation committee undertook a scheduling & usage study of the

Borough*s ball fields to document what they believed was an existing field shortage condition.

This led to a presentation to the Mayor & Council by the recreation committee. Their study
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found that there was a field shortage and as such a gap analysis was included with their report.

In 2012, after obtaining both clarifying information and additional data from the recreation

committee, the governing body agreed with the recreation committee*s findings that there was a

field shortage and thus a need had been established to increase field availability in order to

provide increased playing time to meet the scheduling demand.

Realizing that the most cost effective way to address this was to stay within the existing borough

owned property versus acquiring new land for additional field development. The Mayor &

Council approved hiring an engineering firm to perform a preliminary study to determine the

cost for installing synthetic turf at the upper polo ground field, designated as an ideal location

for this application. The study revealed that the cost would range between $1,245,000 and

$1,411,000.

Now that this preliminary study has been completed, members of the governing body, the

Borough administrator, and an outside financial consultant specializing in municipal

government have been working to develop a financial plan that could pay for this project with

NO TAX INCREASE to the borough taxpayers. I am pleased to report to you that such a plan has

been developed to meet that expectation. Further information concerning this will be made

available to you in the near future.

By a majority vote of the Council, a non-binding referendum has been placed on the November

6th ballot, which asks Bernardsville voters for their yes or no vote on this issue. Before you vote

on the referendum question, I ask that you consider all the information, including the financial

plan that will be made available to you shortly.

2013 Budget items

It was proposed to include in next year’s budget $2,000 for the Mayor and $1,000 for each
Council Member to attend government events, and sufficient funds to provide iPads, for borough
use only, to the Governing Body in order to eliminate paper copies of records, correspondence,
minutes and agendas.  The Borough Attorney was directed to prepare criteria for use of the funds
and iPads and to define government events.   

HPAC Quarterly Report

Dan Lincoln and Paula Marasco announced the award to the borough of a $38,000 grant for 2013
funds from Somerset County to be used for barn and smokehouse roof repairs at the Dunster
Squibb property.  Mrs. Marasco commented that the Dennis Bertland report received rave
reviews at the county and she reiterated that so far $180,000 has been received from the county
for the Dunster Squibb project.  No borough funds have been used, she said.  When the Historic
Structures report is done by Mr. Calafati, who is also to be paid from grant funds, the borough
will be able to file for more assistance.  
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CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lawrence moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider  Contract negotiations/RR

Station Sublease and contract matters, and that the time when and circumstances under which
the matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally resolved.  Mrs. Foster seconded
the motion which was approved with six yes votes.  Mayor Honecker announced that the meeting
will be reopened to the public for action on certain matters.

REOPEN

Mr. Lawrence moved to reopen the meeting to the public.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion,

which was unanimously approved.  Mr. Lawrence moved approval of the following:

Resolution #12-200, AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITH

MICHAEL CALAFATI ARCHITECT, LLC TO PREPARE HISTORIC STRUCTURES

REPORT ("HSR") FOR THE DUNSTER SQUIBB PROPERTY, and

Resolution #12-202, REPEALING RESOLUTION #12-93 ENTITLED "AWARDING A

CONTRACT FOR PREPARATION OF HISTORIC STRUCTURES REPORT FOR THE

DUNSTER SQUIBB HOUSE TO MARK ALAN HEWITT ARCHITECT"

Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved unanimously.

                                                         ADJOURNMENT

The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 9:20 p.m. 

_____________________
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