
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

December 10, 2012

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council
Members John F. Farrell, Charlotte J. Foster, Craig Lawrence, John McCrossan, Joseph Rossi
and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Ralph A. Maresca, Jr.,
Administrator/CMFO and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 4,
2012.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS
 
Chief Valentine introduced Scott Chertoff, who began working as a Probationary Police Officer
on November 13, 2012.  Scott worked for the borough as a Dispatcher since 2006 and until this
appointment became effective.  The Oath of Office was administered by the Borough Clerk.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mrs. Foster moved approval of minutes of meetings held November 2 (Messrs.  Farrell and Sooy

were absent), November 20  (Mr. McCrossan was absent), November 26, November 28 and 
December 4 (Messrs. McCrossan and Sooy were absent).  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion
which was approved with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

 

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments or questions, the open
session was closed.

ORDINANCES 

Mayor Honecker opened the  public hearing on #12-1618, AN ORDINANCE

ESTABLISHING EXPENSE ACCOUNTS FOR THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AND

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of
the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone
who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a
prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making
your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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AMENDING THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE AS SET FORTH IN CHAPTER II OF
THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "ADMINISTRATION".  With no comments or
questions from the public, the hearing was closed by the Mayor.  Mr. Lawrence moved to pass
#12-1618 on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. McCrossan seconded the motion and a
call of the roll followed.  Council Members Farrell, Lawrence and McCrossan voted yes. 
Council Members Rossi, Sooy and Foster voted no.  Mayor Honecker voted yes to break the tie;
motion to adopt carried 4 votes to 3.  (Note:  The title of Ordinance #12-1618 was incorrect on

the meeting agenda.  A hearing on the ordinance using the incorrect title was held first, but the

error was noticed immediately, the motions were struck and a hearing using the correct title was

held.) 

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #12-1619, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING

TREE REMOVAL PERMITS AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER
XIII OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "TREE PROTECTION".  With no
comments or questions from the public, the hearing was closed.  Mr. Lawrence moved to pass
#12-1619 on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. McCrossan seconded the motion and a
call of the roll followed.  Council Members Farrell, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan, Rossi and
Sooy voted yes. 

RESOLUTIONS

#12-231 REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION BY RIDER FOR

THE BERNARDSVILLE SNOW REMOVAL RESERVE TRUST FUND
REQUIRED BY P.L. 2001, c.138 AND N.J.S. 40A:4-62.1

#12-232 REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION BY RIDER FOR

THE BERNARDSVILLE ACCUMULATED ABSENCES LIABILITY
TRUST FUND REQUIRED BY N.J.A.C. 5:30-15

#12-233 AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN THE 2013

RECYCLING AGREEMENT WITH SOMERSET COUNTY
 
#12-234 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE 2012 SOMERSET COUNTY

HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANT PROGRAM GRANT
AGREEMENT ($38,000 for Dunster Squibb)

#12-235 AUTHORIZATION TO EXECUTE DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT WITH

BERNARDSVILLE CENTRE, LLC, RELATIVE TO SITE PLAN
APPLICATION SP-213 F-1
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#12-236 AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF SMALL BALANCES ON

TAX AND SEWER UTILITY ACCOUNTS

#12-237 APPOINTING JULIE KOSAKOWSKI AS A VIOLATIONS CLERK

#12-238 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#12-239 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#12-240 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#12-241 ACCEPTING RETIREMENT OF MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE ROBERT

SCHAUL AND CONFIRMING APPOINTMENT OF MILES WINDER AS
HIS SUCCESSOR

#12-242 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF COAH

DEVELOPMENT FEE

Resolution #236 was held for discussion.  Mr. Sooy moved adoption of Resolutions #12-231
through #12-235 and #12-237 through #12-242.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion and a call of
the roll followed.  Council Members Farrell, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan, Rossi and Sooy
voted yes. 

Mr. Lawrence asked the total amount to be canceled via Resolution #12-236?  Mr. Maresca
responded that the total is usually less than a hundred dollars.  Mrs. Foster moved adoption of

#12-236, AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF SMALL BALANCES ON TAX

AND SEWER UTILITY ACCOUNTS.   Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion, which was
adopted with six yes votes.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY (no report)

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Rossi reported for the Public Safety Committee that the Chief and the Mayor recently met
with JCP&L to discuss Hurricane Sandy and related clean up work still in progress.  Mr.

McCrossan reported for the Finance Committee that their focus has been on financing for

hurricane clean up.   Mr. Farrell had no report for Personnel.  Mr. Lawrence, for the Public

Works Committee, said Elmer Avenue drainage work is almost complete as is leaf pick up.   Mr.

Rossi had no report for Cable TV and Information Systems.  Mr. Lawrence said the Board of

Health received complaints regarding dog bites and open burning.  It was noted that St. Hubert’s
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is investigating the dog bite complaints and the open burning matter will be referred to Chief

Valentine.   Mr. Sooy said the Environmental Commission is working on the Environmental

Resources Inventory and the well test ordinance.  Mrs. Foster said the Sustainable Jersey group

will meet tomorrow to continue work on deer management, and the Planning Board is working

on the sign ordinance.  Skip Orza, Recreation Committee Member, said they are looking at pool

fees.  Mr. Sooy said Shade Tree is working on the Forestry Management Plan.  Mrs. Foster said

HPAC is considering recommending a small change in the contract with Mr. Calafati.  Mr.

Lawrence reported that our Insurance team recommends work boots with steel toes.  Mr.
Maresca said he believes our employees wear boots with steel toes and that he will research if

they are a requirement.   Mr. Farrell said the Housing Advisory Committee has authored a

mission statement and will recommend fines for non-compliance with ordinance regulations. 

Mr. McCrossan had nothing new since the recent appearance of Library Board members when
their 2013 preliminary budget was presented.    

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Ordinance issue regarding school/studio uses in non-residential zones

In a memo dated December 6, Mr. Mondok asked if the governing body would consider an
ordinance amendment to clarify if school/studio uses are permitted uses in the B-1, C-1 and HD
zones?  After review, it was agreed that the Borough Attorney would confer with Mr. Mondok
and report back at a future meeting.  Parking issues were also discussed and it was agreed that the
Borough Administrator would advise Mr. Mondok to require strict compliance with off-site
parking required by the boards (via purchase of decals).

Web site addition/request

Ms. Brodsky, Library Director, requested permission to link a site developed for a Leadership
Somerset project,  www.resourcesomerset.org, to the borough web site.  The site supplements
county resource information. Mr. McCrossan moved approval.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the
motion, which was approved with six yes votes. 

Proposal to review well testing ordinance

A written proposal to review the sample well testing ordinance recommended by the
Environmental Commission, was discussed.  Said proposal included meeting with the
Environmental Commission and "technical" and "format" rewrites of the ordinance at a cost of 
$2,000.   Mr. Rossi expressed doubts that such an ordinance is needed in the borough.  Mr.
Lawrence disagreed.  Mr. Lawrence moved to approve Steps 1, 2 and 3 of the proposal received
from Matt Mulhall.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.
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Senior van transportation program

Mr. Sooy moved to renew the Transportation Service Contract with Somerset County for six
months, January through June.  One change to said contract is to remove Stop and Shop at the
Lyons Mall for Friday grocery shopping, so that all grocery shopping will be done in
Bernardsville.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

School Green Team request to use pool lot

The Bedwell Elementary School Green Team requested use of the lot for a school community
yard sale on Saturday, April 13, and to place a POD at the back of the lot to secure donations. 
The Recreation Director, in a memo dated 12/10/12, expressed concern regarding a conflict with
St. Elizabeth’s 5K run on that same date, and they suggested the sale time and/or date be moved
from April 13.  It was agreed to ask the Recreation Director to work out a mutually satisfactory
alternative and return the request to the governing body in January.  

Extension of time for receipt of 4th quarter taxes w/o penalties

Following Hurricane Sandy, Governor Christie issued Executive Order No. 113 extending the
grace period for payment of fourth-quarter property taxes to November 16, 2012 and allowing 
municipalities the option to extend the grace period to a date no later than December 31, 2012. 
Earlier, the borough extended the grace period to November 20.  The Administrator stated that
the Collector has reported concern from residents regarding interest charged in the wake of the
storm.  Mr. Farrell moved to extend the deadline to December 31 and to apply credit on 2013
bills (unless 2012 balances remain unpaid).  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion, which was
approved with six yes votes.  

Banisch Assoc., Inc., agreement for ERI review

Mrs. Foster moved approval of the agreement with Banisch Associates for review of the
Environmental Resources Inventory, not to exceed $1,500.  Mrs. Sooy seconded the motion,
which was approved with six yes votes.

Additional funds for Fire Company

Mr. Farrell reported that a search of the records shows that $1,300 was budgeted for expenses the
borough would have incurred if Unity Day was held during 2012, and he recommended giving
that amount to the Fire Company.  Mr. Lawrence moved to give $1,300 to the Bernardsville Fire
Company.  Mr. Farrell seconded the motion.  Mr. Rossi voted no.  Council Members Farrell,
Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan and Sooy voted yes.
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Pill Hill Site Operating Hours/Hurricane Sandy Clean-up

Mr. Rossi recommended opening the site from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. until it is no longer needed,
in order to allow residents to deposit storm debris.  Mr. McCrossan moved to open the Pill Hill
Compost Site Monday to Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., weather permitting, during December
and to revisit the need during January.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion, which was approved
with six yes votes.

Mayor Honecker referred to e-mail correspondence he received from Jack Rupprecht, 122-3
Youngs Road, asking the Council to reconsider its decision to not pick up storm debris from
private roads.  Mr. Pidgeon advised the governing body that Public Works Manager John
Macdowall had informed him that FEMA would not reimburse the borough for any costs
incurred in connection with removing debris from private roads.  Under the circumstances, it was
the consensus of the Council to not change the policy.  

Mrs. Foster discussed information available in IRS Publication 547 which may provide tax relief
to homeowners who spend money cleaning up storm damage.
 

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments/questions, the public
portion was closed. 

CLOSED SESSION

Mrs. Foster moved to adjourn to executive session to consider personnel matters, including
reorganization appointments and reappointments, and contract matters, and that the time when
and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally
resolved.  Mr. Pidgeon advised that no action is anticipated following the closed session.  Mr.
Sooy seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

                                                  REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT                                                
              
Mrs. Foster moved at 10:20 p.m., Mr. McCrossan seconded, and the motion was approved with
six yes votes.  

_______________________
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