
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

April 11, 2014

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Present were Council Members

Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere (by phone), Joseph Rossi, Chris Schmidt and Janet Waite

(arrived at 9:02 a.m.).  Council Member John F. Farrell was absent.  Also present were John

Pidgeon, Borough Attorney (by phone), Ralph Maresca, Jr., Administrator and CMFO, and

Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this special meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the

Star Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on April

8, 2014.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read a statement printed on the agenda for this meeting and opened the meeting

to the public.  Mary Donelik, Mullens Lane resident, asked Council to vote no today because the

public does not understand the total cost of the road project could escalate to about 25 million,

and the taxpayers must understand the impact.  She urged Council to be honest about the facts.

Mayor Honecker closed the public portion.

RESOLUTION #14-83

OVERRIDING VETO OF BOND ORDINANCE #14-1653 

Mr. DeLeo moved adoption.  Mr.  Rossi seconded.  Mrs. Waite commented that the Borough

Council, while not in complete agreement about where curbing and sidewalks are needed,

adopted the ordinance to initiate the process of repairing roads because every year the work gets

more expensive.  Mr. Rossi agreed, and commented that the road survey has been on the web site

for months and Engineering, Public Works and Finance staff are always available to the public

for questions or information.  Mr. Schmidt said he is not in favor of sidewalks on Park Lane or a

wall on Bodnar Street.  Mayor Honecker referred to his Veto, in which, he said he did not

condemn the entire project.  He suggested a spending compromise of 40% on drainage, 40% on

reconstruction and 20% pavement work in order to be more fiscally responsible.  Heated

discussion continued until a vote was called for.  Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Rossi, Schmidt

and Waite voted yes on Resolution #14-83, to override the Mayor’s Veto of Bond

Ordinance #14-1653.  Mayor Honecker adjourned the meeting.

______________________
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