
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

January 27, 2014
 

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members
Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, Joseph Rossi, Chris Schmidt and Janet Waite.  John
Farrell arrived at 7:05 pm.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Ralph Maresca,
Jr., Administrator/CMFO and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December
19, 2013.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSION 

David Greenebaum, Chair, Board of Adjustment, read the public notice statement and called the
roll.  Present were Ed English, Gerald Negri, and Rich Traynor.  Jeff Sailliard arrived at 7:15
p.m.  Michael Mondok, Administrative Officer for the Planning Board, read the public notice
statement and called the roll.  Present were Terry Thompson, Dorothy Paluck, Joseph Rossi,
Mary Kellog and John Bacci.  Also present were David Zimmerman, Planner and Frank Mottola,
Administrative Officer for the Board of Adjustment.  Council Member Farrell arrived at this
point in the meeting.  

Planning Board update on draft ordinance revisions

Mr. Zimmerman said the Planning Board is considering ordinance amendments.  The board
wants clear definitions to address landscaping in parking lots with ten cars or more.  An
amendment to address off-site parking administratively in the downtown area, rather than thru
variances, is being considered.  The board is looking at prohibiting parking off driveway areas,
e.g. on front lawns in residential areas, and wants to clarify definitions for restaurants, especially
fast food restaurants.  Mrs. Thompson said since the ordinance was written, experience has
changed and an amendment would clarify that drive thru windows are prohibited.  When refined,
Mr. Zimmerman said, suggestions will be forwarded to the Borough Council for review.  There
was brief discussion regarding restaurants and Claremont parking. 

Board of Adjustment Annual Report/fee schedule

Mr. Greenebaum summarized the board’s 2013 Annual Report.  He said that during last year the
board did what could be done to streamline their process, and reviewed fees.  He said the board
suggests reducing certain fees and adding a fee for modification of resolutions.  Escrow fees
(which cannot dip below 20%) would not change.  Examples were given.  Mr. Pidgeon said a
resolution cannot be modified, that all steps for a new application would be required, commented
that trying to provide for a modification provides potential for abuse, and he discussed options in
the Municipal Land Use Law.  Regarding the parking situation in the downtown area, Mr. Negri
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suggested a letter be sent to property/business owners to suggest sharing public/private parking
downtown.  It was agreed that Mr. Pidgeon would prepare a draft fee ordinance to reduce certain
fees, as discussed, for consideration at the next Borough Council meeting.  The Planning Board
and Board of Adjustment adjourned.    

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. dePoortere moved approval of minutes of meetings held December 23 and 30, 2013, and
January 6 and 13, 2014.  Mrs. Waite seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes
votes.  

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments or questions, the
public portion was closed.

ORDINANCES (none)

RESOLUTIONS

#14-29 AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT EXCEEDING $5,803,300

BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF
BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY

#14-30 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #13-

00004, 8 OLD COLONY ROAD

#14-31 AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF 2013 RECYCLING TONNAGE

GRANT APPLICATION

#14-32 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF ESCROW BALANCE

#14-33 APPOINTING A PART-TIME/SUBSTITUTE DISPATCHER

#14-34 APPOINTING BRIAN KELLY AS DEPUTY O.E.M. COORDINATOR

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of
the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone
who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a
prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making
your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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#14-35 APPOINTING A PART-TIME FIRE INSPECTOR

#14-36 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#14-37 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#14-38 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mr. Rossi asked to hold Resolution #14-29 for discussion.  Mayor Honecker noted that #14-32 is
amended by reducing the refund to Green Mountain Builders to $419.63.  With that amendment,
Mr. Rossi moved adoption of Resolutions #14-30 through #14-38.  Mrs. Waite seconded the
motion, which was approved upon a call of the roll.  Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere,
Farrell, Rossi, Schmidt and Waite voted yes.   Regarding #14-29, Mr. Rossi said Council is not
ready to move on financing for roads.  Mr. Maresca said the Bond Anticipation Notes are for
general debt previously authorized (by Ordinances #08-1481, 09-1509, 10-1537, 11-1579, 12-
1597, 12-1610, 13-1620, 13-1621).  With that explanation, Mr. Rossi moved adoption of
Resolution #14-29.  Mr. Farrell seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously upon a
call of the roll.  

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report as of January 24 was received.  

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

There was no report from Public Safety, Finance or Personnel Committees.  Mr. Rossi stated that
the Engineering, Technology & Public Works Committee will review financing for the road
improvement project.  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Mt. Airy wall aesthetics

Mayor Honecker said that Mr. Macdowall, Public Works Manager, reported receiving 12 emails
in response to our request on the borough webpage for resident input on the wall pattern for the
Mt. Airy Road Retaining Wall project, and all 12 favored Option 3, which is the pattern on the
Route 202 bridge over the Passaic in Bernards Township next to the Old Mill Inn.  Mr.
dePoortere moved approval of  Option 3.  Mrs. Waite seconded the motion, which was approved
with six yes votes.  Mr. Rossi said there is a meeting with Somerset County Engineering this
week to discuss related concerns.   
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Polling places

The Borough Clerk reported that alternatives to voting at the high school were explored with
Tom Fagan, a representative of Somerset County Board of Elections.  Assuming that the Fire
Company is not a good option, Mrs. Jones advised the Borough Council that she and Mr. Fagan
visited two existing locations to consider moving District 7 to the Library and District 3 to the
Presbyterian Church.   Mr. Fagan has advised that the space is adequate at both locations for
three voting districts.  With this change, Districts 1, 2 and 7 will vote at the Bernardsville
Library, 3, 4 and 5 at the Presbyterian Church, and District 6 will continue to vote at St. Johns on
the Mountain.  Borough Council members concurred with the change discussed herein.      

Pocket Directory

Now that municipal information is available on the web site, there was a question about the
usefulness of the Pocket Directory that has been produced by the Borough Clerk’s Office for
many years.  It was decided, rather than eliminate the Pocket Directory altogether, that it should
be produced as usual, but printed in small quantity, e.g. 200, made available for those who may
not have website access, but that it will no longer be printed in large quantities and mailed out
with tax bills.

Correspondence 

Mayor Honecker briefly discussed A4461, handed a sample resolution to Council Members, and
said to let him know if they are interested in adopting a similar resolution.  

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Robert Richardson, Prospect Street, asked
about traffic patterns during the Mt. Airy wall construction project.  He was advised that Public
Works and the Police Department will review and the Borough Clerk was instructed to place the
matter on the February public meeting agenda when it is hoped additional information will be
available.  Mr. Richardson stated he lives in District 3 and his polling place will now be the First
Presbyterian Church.  He asked why public facilities are not available for voting, and commented
the lighting at the high school lot is not adequate.  

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. dePoortere moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Pending litigation (school

litigation & zoning) and matters of Attorney Client privilege (naming public facilities), and that
the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when
they are finally resolved.  Mr. Farrell seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes
votes.
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                                                               ADJOURNMENT    

Mr. dePoortere moved to reopen the meeting to the public, then adjourn at 8:45 p.m.  Mr.
Schmidt seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

______________________
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