
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

June 23, 2014

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members

Michael dePoortere, Joseph Rossi, Chris Schmidt and Janet Waite (arrived at 7:02 p.m.).  Also

present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, and Anthony Suriano, Deputy Clerk.  Jeffrey

DeLeo, John Farrell, Ralph Maresca, Administrator, and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk, were

absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star

Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December

19, 2013.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Honecker said he presented the following proclamations to Eagle Scouts Vivek Amin,

Ethan Brady, and Liam Paris on Saturday, June 21st:

Liam Paris

WHEREAS, the rank of Eagle Scout is Scouting’s highest honor and  achieved by only five

percent of Boy Scouts annually; and 

WHEREAS, to earn the rank of Eagle Scout, one has to meet several requirements, such as be

active in his troop for a period of at least six months as a Life Scout; demonstrate that he lives by

the principles of Scouting in his daily life; provide names of individuals willing to recommend

him as an Eagle Scout; earn a total of 21 merit badges; serve Scouting in a position of

responsibility as a Life Scout and, while a Life Scout, plan and develop a service project helpful

to the community; take part in a Scoutmaster conference and complete an Eagle Scout board of

review; and

WHEREAS, Liam Paris, being a member of Bernardsville Scout Troop 150, has meet these

requirements and has proudly attained the rank of Eagle Scout. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the

authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,

do hereby commend and congratulate Liam Paris for his truly remarkable achievement in

attaining the rank of Eagle Scout, and proudly enter this proclamation into the public record of

the Borough of Bernardsville on this the 21st  day of June, 2014.
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Vivek Amin

WHEREAS, the rank of Eagle Scout is Scouting’s highest honor and  achieved by only five

percent of Boy Scouts annually; and 

WHEREAS, to earn the rank of Eagle Scout, one has to meet several requirements, such as be

active in his troop for a period of at least six months as a Life Scout; demonstrate that he lives by

the principles of Scouting in his daily life; provide names of individuals willing to recommend

him as an Eagle Scout; earn a total of 21 merit badges; serve Scouting in a position of

responsibility as a Life Scout and, while a Life Scout, plan and develop a service project helpful

to the community; take part in a Scoutmaster conference and complete an Eagle Scout board of

review; and

WHEREAS, Vivek Amin, being a member of Bernardsville Scout Troop 150, has meet these

requirements and has proudly attained the rank of Eagle Scout. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the

authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,

do hereby commend and congratulate Vivek Amin for his truly remarkable achievement in

attaining the rank of Eagle Scout, and proudly enter this proclamation into the public record of

the Borough of Bernardsville on this the 21st  day of June, 2014.

Ethan Brady

WHEREAS, the rank of Eagle Scout is Scouting’s highest honor and  achieved by only five

percent of Boy Scouts annually; and 

WHEREAS, to earn the rank of Eagle Scout, one has to meet several requirements, such as be

active in his troop for a period of at least six months as a Life Scout; demonstrate that he lives by

the principles of Scouting in his daily life; provide names of individuals willing to recommend

him as an Eagle Scout; earn a total of 21 merit badges; serve Scouting in a position of

responsibility as a Life Scout and, while a Life Scout, plan and develop a service project helpful

to the community; take part in a Scoutmaster conference and complete an Eagle Scout board of

review; and

WHEREAS, Ethan Brady, being a member of Bernardsville Scout Troop 150, has meet these

requirements and has proudly attained the rank of Eagle Scout. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the

authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,

do hereby commend and congratulate Ethan Brady for his truly remarkable achievement in

attaining the rank of Eagle Scout, and proudly enter this proclamation into the public record of

the Borough of Bernardsville on this the 21st  day of June, 2014.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. dePoortere moved approval of minutes of meetings held May 27 and June 9.  Mr. Rossi

seconded the motion, which was approved with four yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the statement listed above and opened the meeting to the public.  

Benson Ross, Peachcroft Drive; Richard Smith, Mountain Top Road; Gates Hawn, Post Kennel

Road; and Vincent DiDomenico, Overleigh Road, were present to discuss the condition of Post

Kunhardt Road.  Mr. Ross presented pictures of showing water across the road, said it is a

narrow road and an accident waiting to happen.  Mr. Smith said it should be an emergency repair

and we should not wait until next spring to address.  Mrs. Waite asked that Mr. Macdowall come

to the July 14th meeting to discuss what can be done.  Mr. Hawn agreed with the other speakers

that this is an emergency situation.  Mr. DiDomenico said the road was frozen from November to

April and is a safety matter.  

Robert Ford, Post Kennel Road, asked about work being done on Post Kennel Road, and asked if

drainage is being dealt with?  Mr. Pidgeon said condemnation has been filed and we should be

able to proceed in the next several weeks.  Mr. Ford asked if we are planning to do the top end of

Post Kennel to Pennbrook?  Mr. Rossi said everything is stopping at Douglass.  

Ryan Doerr and Sean Kellogg, Olcott Avenue residents, said there are no lines painted on the

basketball court on the blacktop area by the pool on Seney Drive and asked for permission to

take on the project of striping the court with no cost to the town.  They would get spray paint and

work under constant adult supervision.  Mayor Honecker said they should meet with borough

staff members John Macdowall and Cheryl Ferrante.  Mr. Rossi moved approval of the project. 

Mr. Schmidt seconded and the motion was approved with four yes votes.  

Post Kunhardt Road discussion continued.  Mr. dePoortere moved to proceed with the

engineering of Post Kunhardt Road with available funding.  Mr. Schmidt seconded and the

motion was approved with four yes votes.

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of
the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone
who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a
prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making
your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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ORDINANCES

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on Ordinance #14-1665, AN ORDINANCE

ESTABLISHING THREE-WAY STOP INTERSECTION AT OLD ARMY
ROAD/MULLENS LANE INTERSECTION AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER VII OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "TRAFFIC".    Hearing no

comments or questions, the Mayor closed the public hearing.  Mr. Rossi moved to pass this

ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mrs. Waite seconded the motion, which was

approved upon a call of the roll.  Council Members dePoortere, Rossi, Schmidt and Waite voted

yes.       

Moved by Mr. Schmidt that #14-1666, BOND ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $2,470,000,

AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,161,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE
BOROUGH, FOR VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS OR PURPOSES AUTHORIZED TO BE
UNDERTAKEN BY THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF
SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published

according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.,

July 14, 2014.  Motion was seconded by Mr. dePoortere and approved upon a call of the roll.  

Council Members dePoortere, Rossi, Schmidt and Waite voted yes.       

Moved by Mr. Schmidt that #14-1667, AN ORDINANCE REPEALING BOND

ORDINANCE #14-1653, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to

law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., July 14, 2014.

Motion was seconded by Mr. Rossi and approved upon a call of the roll.  Council Members

dePoortere, Rossi, Schmidt and Waite voted yes.       

Moved by Mr. Schmidt that #14-1668, AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING ENTIRE

LENGTH OF PILL HILL ROAD AND PORTION OF MEEKER ROAD AS TRUCK
ROUTES AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII OF THE
BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "TRAFFIC", be introduced by title, passed on first reading,

published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at

7:00 p.m., July 14, 2014.  The police department will be asked to have a representative present at

the public hearing to answer any questions on this ordinance.  Mrs. Waite asked to revisit truck

routes at the beginning of 2015.  Mayor Honecker asked for this topic to be placed on the January

2015 work meeting.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Rossi and approved with four yes votes.

Moved by Mr. Schmidt that #14-1669, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO CONDITIONAL
USE STANDARDS FOR INSTITUTIONAL USES AND SCHOOLS AND
SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING ARTICLE 12 OF THE BOROUGH LAND

DEVELOPMENT CODE ENTITLED "ZONING", be introduced by title, passed on first

reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting

beginning at 7:00 p.m., July 14, 2014.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Rossi and approved with

four yes votes.
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RESOLUTIONS

#14-133 ACCEPTING A DONATION

#14-134 REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF REVENUE AND
APPROPRIATION, N.J.S. 40A:4-87

#14-135 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE 2014 MUNICIPAL YOUTH
SERVICES COMMISSION GRANT APPLICATION

#14-136 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2011 TAXES FOR
TAX COURT OF NJ APPEAL, 62 MORRISTOWN ROAD

#14-137 MEMORALIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF CHRISTOPHER S.
D’AMATO, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (IT) SPECIALIST

#14-138 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#14-139 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#14-140 AUTHORIZING DESTRUCTION OF EQUIPMENT

#14-141 AUTHORIZING DISCHARGE OF HOUSING REHABILITATION
GRANT MORTGAGE

Mr. Rossi moved approval of Resolutions #14-133 through #14-141.  Mr. Schmidt seconded the

motion and a call of the roll followed.  Council Members dePoortere, Rossi, Schmidt and Waite

voted yes.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report as of June 18 was received.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mrs. Waite, for the Public Safety Committee, said residents are changing over to the new 911

system.  The process of registering with the new system can be done online.  The department is

finishing background checks to replace a retired police officer.

Mrs. Waite, for the Finance Committee, said they are putting together a five and ten year plan. 

She asked if we go above the 2% cap, does it have to go to vote in November?  Mr. Pidgeon

answered it most likely would be a special election on the last Tuesday in February. 



BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES              June 23, 2014BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES              June 23, 2014

6

Mr. dePoortere, for the Personnel Committee, said that the position of IT Specialist has been

filled.

Mr. Rossi, for the Engineering, Technology & Public Works Committee, said they put the new

roof and trim on the entire building and will insulate the attic.  They are working on the new

design for cooling of the attic.  Mullens Lane sidewalks and landscaping has been submitted and

we are waiting for approval.

Mr. dePoortere for Open Space, said the committee would like to get the recreation section into

the update for the Open Space Plan.  

Mr. Rossi, for Planning Board, said they are waiting for new plans from TD Bank.  New

ordinances are being discussed.

Mrs. Waite, for Recreation, said the committee would like to discuss recreational facilities with

council.  Mayor Honecker asked for this topic to be placed on the July 14th agenda as a

presentation.  The Recreation Committee and Board of Education will be invited to attend.  A

notice of the presentation will be on the website so residents can also attend and ask questions. 

Summer programs are starting.

Mr. Schmidt, for HPAC, said he was unable to attend the last meeting at 4:00pm, which is the

time the committee usually meets.  Mrs. Waite suggested adding times and days to the list of

committee meetings when council reviews their upcoming organization for next year.  Mayor

Honecker said the time should be set so everyone can attend.  This item will be placed on the

November work agenda.  

Mrs. Waite, for Insurance, said there was a meeting last week, and they hope to add online

features in the future.

Mr. dePoortere, for Housing, said the RFP for housing inspection services is available.  The

deadline for submission is June 30th at 11:00am.  

Mayor Honecker, for Library Board of Trustees, asked for a designee to replace Craig Lawrence. 

Mr. dePoortere said he would fill that seat until the end of the year.

Mayor Honecker, for the Parking Committee, said a meeting will be held at 5:00pm on June 26th. 

Mayor Honecker, for the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign, said a meeting will be held Wednesday at

5:30pm.  

There was no report from Board of Health, Environmental Commission, Sustainable Jersey, or

the Shade Tree Committee.
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Fire Company request to use lot for parking fundraiser/Far Hills Race Meeting

Mr. dePoortere moved to approve the Fire Company’s request.  Mrs. Waite seconded, and the

motion was approved with four yes votes.

Fire Company request for use of pool for their family picnic

Mr. dePoortere moved to approve the Fire Company’s request.  Mrs. Waite seconded, and the

motion was approved with four yes votes.

Correspondence (None)

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments, the Mayor closed the

open session.

CLOSED SESSION

Council Member dePoortere moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider property

acquisition, and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed

to the public is when it (they) are finally resolved.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Schmidt and

approved by four yes votes.

                                                                ADJOURNMENT                                                             
                         

Moved and seconded at 9:20pm.  Motion approved with four yes votes.

___________________
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